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EDITORIAL 

We  believe  that  every  intelligent 
eitizen  of  the  Ignited  States  has  an 
ideal  of  what  our  nation  ought  to  he. 
Perhaps  the  finest  literature  of  our 
land,  if  it  were  written,  would  he  the 
ninety  million  answers  to  the  cjuestion, 
"What  would  you  do  if  you  were  given 
unlimited  power  to  make  the  best 
government  possible  out  of  the  United 
States.''" 

We  believe  that  every  citizen  of 
Billerica  has  an  ideal  of  Avhat  this  town 
ought  to  be,  and  we  believe  that  if  the 
2,789  answers  to  the  question,  "What 
would  you  do  to  make  a  model  town 
out  of  Billerica?"  were  published,  it 
would  be  the  finest  chapter  in  the 
town's  history. 

Ever3^  industry  in  our  town  stands 
for  some  man's  ideal  of  what  the  town 
ought  to  be.  Every  home  is  another 
ideal.  Every  society  or  club  .stands 
for  the  ideals  of  an  organized  group 
of  people. 

If  every  man  in  Jiillerica  were  to  do 
for  his  own  farm,  or  home,  or  place  of 
business,  or  society,  or  club,  or  church, 


or  school,  what  he  would  like  to  do 
for  the  whole  town  if  he  could,  then 
that  beautiful  chapter  in  our  history' 
would  be  written.  Our  town  would  be 
an  ideal  place  to  live  in.  Try  it  and 
see. 

The  i)urpose  of  this  magazine  is  to 
make  every  citizen  of  Billerica  feel 
with  a  thrill  and  a  tingle  that  he  has  a 
chance  to  live  in  the  most  beautiful 
town  in  the  United  States.  There  are 
nearly  three  thousand  of  us  here  on 
the.se  exquisite  New  England  hills.  We 
have  streams,  ponds,  forests,  breadth 
of  view,  hills  and  valleys.  We  have 
water,  air,  and  sky.  We  have  soil  and 
sunshine.  What  lack  we  ^^et?  Noth- 
ing.    Not  even  intelligence. 

Read  the  columns  of  this  paper  and 
see  what  your  neighbors  think  about 
the  possibilities  of  Billerica.  Visit  the 
editor  and  give  your  neighbors  a 
chance  to  know  what  you  think  about 
it. 

You  are  expressing  your  civic  pride 
in  your  farms,  factories,  homes,  socie- 
ties, and  clubs.  Therefore,  this  maga- 
zine hopes  to  represent  all  those  in- 
terests as  fully  as  possible.  The 
editor  sincerely  hopes  you  will  use  him 
and  this  magazine  for  the  promotion 
of  your  ideals  of  what  this  town  ought 
to  be. 

This  issue  is  an  introduction.  It 
introduces  the  Billerica  Idea.  The 
Billerica  Idea  is  that  the  united  good 
ivill  of  the  community  will  make  our 
town  an  ideal  place  in  irhich  to  live. 

The  name  "Billerica"  was  put  in 
the  distinctive  form  which  appears  on 
the  cover  of  this  magazine  by  Mr. 
W.  Harry  Smith,  a  fellow  townsman. 
The  rendition  is  artistic,  and  will  serve 
for  all  time  as  an  emblem  of  the 
Billerica  idea. 

The  serial  articles  beginning  in  this 
issue  by  ^Ir.  ^^'arren  H.  Manning  and 
Miss  Harriet  H.  Rogers  are  self- 
explanatory.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  they  will  both  be  of  unusual  in- 
terest to  citizens  of  Billerica, 
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Important 

Save  every  issue  of  Billerica.  In 
the  course  of  a  year  you  will  have  col- 
lected in  its  covers  information  that 
has  cost  hundreds  of  dollars  to  collect 
and  jireserve.  Do  not  think  the  price 
you  pay  for  one  subscription  is  all  the 
magazine  is  worth.  You  could  not 
get  the  material  for  one  chart  such  as 
appears  in  "The  Billerica,  Mass., 
Town  Plan"  for  less  than  it  cost  to 
publish  the  whole  issue  this  month. 
Remenil)er  also  that  you  will  not  find 
that  chart,  or  such  historical  data  as 
api)ears  in  the  "  Civil  War  Journal," 
in  any  other  publication. 

Lack  of  space,  not  of  material,  makes 
this  a  small  issue.  Every  page  costs. 
A  large  subscription  list  will  enable  us 
to  enlarge  the  publication. 

a  a  II 

SCHOOLS 

Our  citizens  justly  take  pride  in  the 
schools,  both  public  and  private.  In 
the  pul)lic  schools  prizes  are  occa- 
sionally offered  by  citizens.  This  year 
^Ir.  Elmer  E.  Cole  offered,  through  the 
Billerica  Improvement  Society,  three 
prizes  of  $5,  $3,  and  $2  each  for  the 
best  papers  written  by  children  of  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades,  on  the 
subject,  "How  to  Beautify  Billerica." 
Bertha  Dewhurst,  of  the  Talbot  School, 
won  the  first  prize.  Mary  Larratt 
and  Esther  Cole,  of  the  Pollard  School, 
won  the  second  and  third  prizes.  The 
ideas  of  these  children  are  presented 
elsewhere. 

An  honor  which  came  to  the  Talbot 
School  was  a  prize  offered  by  the 
Crayograph  Co.,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
won  })y  Miss  Florence  Nason.  The 
prize  was  $20  in  cash,  and  five  beautiful 
pictures  for  the  school  to  which  the 
pupil  belonged.  The  ])ictures  are  now 
hanging  in  the  Talbot  School  at  North 
Billerica. 


Here  is  what  the  children  think 
about  it.  The  following  suggestions 
are  taken  from  the  prize  essays  on  the 
sul)ject,  "How  to  Beautify  Billerica." 

^Sliss  Dewhurst  referred  to  impor- 
tance of  such  features  as  trimming  and 
planting  trees,  vines,  and  shrubs  on 
lioth  ])ublic  and  j^rivate  property. 

Advertising  on  old  buildings  should 
be  jjrohibited,  for  as  Miss  Mary  Larratt 
says,  "Buildings  of  no  further  use 
should  be  torn  down;  if  they  are  of 
use  they  should  be  repaired  and  used 
for  better  purpose  than  advertising." 

Walls  along  the  highways  should  be 
evened  up. 

The  Common  should  be  kept  clean 
and  attractive. 

Back  yards  should  be  kept  tid^'. 
Sunflowers  might  be  planted  to  hide 
unsightly  hen  yards.  Quoting  again 
from  the  essays,  "A  great  many  of 
our  townspeople  have  given  their 
attention  to  these  and  have  made  their 
homes  look  very  pretty.  How  much 
more  attractive  our  town  would  be  if 
all  of  the  people  would  do  likewise," 
and  finishes  with  the  quotation, 

"/f  each  before  lii.s  own  door  swept 
The  village  would  he  clean." 

The  Howe  School 

The  Howe  School  is  not  maintained 
by  the  townspeople,  but  stands  as 
our  town  high  school.  It  was  founded 
and  endowed  in  1852  by  Dr.  Zadok 
Howe.  There  is  an  Alumni  Associa- 
tion of  which  Mr.  Frank  Lyons  is 
president. 

The  gradiuition  exercises  will  be 
held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Thursday, 
June  20,  at  two  o'clock.  There  will 
be  four  sjjeakers  from  the  school, — 
Marjory  Spiller,  Hilda  Perry,  Marion 
Kohlrausch,  and  Emma  Ketchum. 
Mr.  Frederic  S.  Clark  will  confer 
the  diplomas,  and  AFr.  J.  Nelson 
Parker  will  speak  for  the  Trustees, 
the  speaker  of  the  afternoon  to  be 
announced. 
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The  Mitchell  Military   Boys' 
School 

This  school  was  founded  by  Moses 
Campbell  Mitchell  in  the  year  1870, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  general 
education  for  boys.  At  first  the  school 
was  intended  for  boys  of  all  ages,  but 
in  recent  years  it  has  been  devoted 
especially  to  boys  from  eight  to  six- 
teen years  of  age. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  school  to  fit 
boys  mentally,  morally,  and  physically 
for  higher  schools  of  education. 

The  school  will  hold  its  annual 
Prize  Day  exercises  on  Wednesday, 
June  12.  The  following  program  is 
open  to  the  public: 

10.30  A.M.     Military  exercise. 

11.30  A.M.     Prize  drill. 
2.00  P.M.     Exercises  in  the  Hall. 

An  account  of  the  year's  work  will 
appear  in  the  July  issue. 

HUH 

FARMS,  GARDENS,  AND 
FORESTS 

Under  this  heading  will  be  pub- 
lished all  the  helpful  suggestions  we 
can  get.  If  you  have  a  good  idea, 
remember  that  it  may  help  you  and 
your  neighbors  to  have  it  published. 

Billerica  hens  are  loyal.  Mr.  Gustav 
Thommen's  flock  of  one  hundred  pro- 
duced twenty -three  hundred  eggs  dur- 
ing the  month  of  April.  That  means 
that  they  worked  just  about  CAery 
day,  except,  of  course,  Sundays  and 
the  19th. 

Forests  properly  cared  for  are  good 
money  makers  in  the  long  run,  but 
it  is  likely  that  most  of  the  Billerica 
wild  land,  if  ])ut  in  cultivation,  would 
yield  a  larger  return.  We  would  like 
suggestions  as  to  lliis. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Barclay  made  a  special 
inquiry  regarding  Billerica  soils  and 
crops  of  Messrs.  Clarence  Bowman, 
Frank  H.  Alexander,  Edward  F.  Dick- 
inson, and  John  E.  Rowell,  and  has 
prepared  a  report  for  Mr.  Manning 
that  will  l)e  outlined  in  later  issues. 


SOCIETIES  AND  CLUBS 

This  department  will  be  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  paper.  The 
editor  has  long  been  impressed  with 
the  large  number  of  organizations 
maintained  by  so  small  a  population. 

Our  three  thousand  people  support 
fi\'e  churches,  four  secret  orders,  two 
civic  societies,  three  historic  societies, 
three  or  four  social  and  literary  clubs, 
a  temperance  society,  a  library  as- 
sociation, and  two  family  associations. 
Besides  this,  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  each  church  has  a  number  of 
sub-organizations. 

A  conservative  estimate  reveals  at 
least  fifty  organizations,  each  with  a 
definite  purpose. 

Every  society  and  club  is  cordially 
invited  to  appoint  from  its  member- 
shi])  a  representative  for  the  Billerica 
magazine.  We  want  to  help  you  ac- 
complish the  definite  purpose  for  which 
vour  societv  is  organized. 


THE  MANNING  ASSOCIATION 

One  of  the  oldest  buildings  in  Bille- 
rica is  the  Manning  Manse,  built  in 
1696  by  Samuel  Manning,  on  land 
granted  to  him  by  the  town  in  1674. 
He  was  the  grandson  of  William  Man- 
ning, who  came  to  Roxbury,  Mass., 
about  1634,  where  he  stayed  a  few 
weeks,  then  removed  to  Cambridge. 
It  was  in  1662  that  Samuel  came  to 
Billerica,  acquired  property  and  became 
a  leading  citizen. 

The  old  Manse  is  now  owned  by  the 
Manning  Association,  a  stock  associa- 
tion formed  under  special  act  of  the 
Legislature,  ^Nlarch,  1901,  which  pro- 
vides that  no  one  Manning  can  own 
more  than  twenty-five  shares.  The 
shares  arc  one  dollar  each,  and  are 
non-assessable. 

The  Manse  is  filled  with  family  and 
other  relics  of  ancient  days.  Here  the 
family  holds  a  reunion  June  17  of 
each  year,  that  of  this  year  being  the 
fourteenth,   to   which  all   members  of 
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the  family  are  invited,  invitations 
being  sent  to  about  fifteen  hundred 
yearly.  This  old  home  was  continu- 
ously owned  by  Samuel's  descendants 
until  Miss  Lucinda  ^Manning,  the 
daughter  of  ^Yilliam  Manning,  willed 
the  property,  upon  her  death  in  1880, 
to  trustees  who  were  to  lease  it  and 
devote  the  proceeds  to  "public  wor- 
ship and  religious  instruction  in  that 
part  of  the  town  of  Billerica,  which  is 
known  as  school  district  No.  4,  said 
instruction  to  be  by  teachers  of  the 
Baptist,  Methodist,  or  Orthodox  de- 
nominations." 

The  officers  of  the  Manning  Associa- 
tion for  the  current  year  are: 

President,  Earl  G.  Manning,  ^Yollas- 
ton,  Mass.;  vice-president,  Francis 
Reid  North,  Brookline,  Mass.;  secre- 
tary and  treasurer,  Warren  H.  Man- 
ning, North  Billerica,  Mass.;  histo- 
rian, William  H.  Manning,  West 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Executive  committee:     Edwai'd  W. 
Walker,  chairman,  Brookline;  H.  Sey- 
mour   Manning,    Middlebvu-g,  N.  Y. ; 
Joseph  ]\IcCabe,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Arthur 
M.  Warren,  Chelmsford,  Mass.;  Frank 
Manning  Short,  Lowell,  Mass. 
a  II  a 
THE  SHEDD  FAMILY 
ASSOC  lATION 

The  first  reunion  of  the  Shedd  fam- 
ily was  held  at  Billerica,  August 
30,  191L  Mr.  George  F.  Shedd,  of 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  and  Mr.  Frank  E. 
Shedd,  of  Boston,  were  first  to  take 
definite  steps  toward  a  reunion.  They, 
together  with  Mr.  Charles  Gale  Shedd, 
^layor  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Albert 
Shedd,  ex-mayor  of  Nashua,  N.  H., 
and  Mr.  Charles  Shedd  Clark,  super- 
visor of  schools  in  Somerville,  ALiss., 
addressed  as  many  members  of  the 
family  as  could  be  found,  and  in  re- 
sponse 270  descendants  of  Daniel 
Shedd  assembled  in  Billerica,  and 
formed  an  association,  which  has  now 
a  membershij)  of  40.3. 

Mr.  Joel  Herbert  Shedd,  Pro^■i- 
dence,    R.    I.,    was    made    president; 


Kendrick  P.  Shedd,  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
Charles  B.  Shedd,  Chicago,  111.,  Fred- 
erick Shedd,  Columbus,  Ohio,  Free- 
man B.  Shedd,  Lowell,  Mass.,  and 
George  M.  Shedd,  Willsboro,  N.  Y., 
were  made  vice-presidents;  Frank  Ed- 
son  Shedd,  Boston,  secretary  and 
treasurer;  and  Frank  S.  Atherton, 
Chicago,  Harrison  P.  Shedd,  Brooklvn, 
N.  Y.,  Charles  H.  Shedd,  Maiden, 
Mass.,  Mrs.  William  E.  Shedd,  New- 
ton Center,  Mass.,  and  Lorrin  J. 
Shedd,  Toledo,  Ohio,  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Daniel  Shedd  was  the  first  of  the 
family  in  America.  He  was  born 
probably  between  1620  and  1625  in 
England,  and  came  to  Braintree  in 
1641,  where  he  lived  for  seventeen 
years  before  moving  to  Billerica. 

Of  his  children,  seven  were  born  in 
Braintree,  and  four  in  Billerica.  All 
but  one  li^'ed  to  maturity  and  married. 
The  sons  were  Daniel,  Jr.,  Ensign, 
Zachariah,  Samuel,  and  Nathan.  The 
daughters  were  Mary,  Hannah,  Eliza- 
beth, Sarah,  Eunice,  and  Susan. 

The  site  of  the  old  home  was  con- 
veyed to  Samuel  Sage  in  1869,  and  is, 
to-day,  occupied  by  ^Irs.  Martha  H. 
Sage.  The  Executive  Committee  has 
been  authorized  to  establish  some- 
where in  Billerica  a  memorial  to  the 
first  ancestors  of  the  family,  and  hopes 
to  find  a  suitable  place  for  it  on  the 
site  of  the  old  homestead. 

The  date  and  place  of  the  next 
meeting  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
P^xecutive  Committee.  The  citizens 
of  Billerica  would  be  proud  to  have  the 
Shedd  Association  make  Billerica  their 
regular  meeting  place,  as  the  ^Manning 
Association  has  done. 

As  we  go  to  press  word  comes  that 
George  F.  Shedd,  of  Nashua,  N.  H., 
died  May  first,  as  the  result  of  a  fall 
from  an  api)le  tree.  He  was  born  in 
Francestown,  jVIay  2,  1839,  and  had 
lived  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  for  forty-six 
years.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  a  representative  in  the  state  legis- 
lature. The  loss  will  be  felt  deeply 
bv  relatives  and  friends  in  Billerica. 
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Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 


Introduction 

The  accompanying  manuscripts  re- 
quire a  word  of  explanation. 

A  few  years  since,  in  looking  over 
my  sister  Eliza's  letters,  written  while 
teaching  colored  soldiers  in  the  time  of 
our  ci^'il  war,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
there  were  items  of  sufficient  interest 
to  be  preserved  for  our  Historical 
Society.  As  Miss  Elizabeth  Rogers 
and  Miss  Anne  Faulkner,  who  were 
doing  the  same  work,  kept  quite  full 
journals,  I  asked  if  I  might  have  the 
use  of  them  from  which  to  make  ex- 
tracts. After  some  urging  they  con- 
sented, but  had  not  then  access  to 
them.  As  I  obtained  Miss  Rogers's 
journal  a  year  or  more  earlier  than  Miss 
Faulkner's,  and  had  made  so  fidl 
notes  from  it,  I  have  only  inserted  in 
it  extracts  from  Miss  Faulkner's  jour- 
nal and  my  sister's  letters.  The  initials 
of  each  writer  are  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  extracts  for  which  she  is  re- 
sjjonsible. 

These  journals  and  letters  were 
written  under  difficult  circumstances, 
and  only  for  home  reading,  which  must 
account  for  any  infelicities  in  construc- 
tion. 

Harriet  B.  Rogers. 

1911. 

In  the  time  of  our  civil  war  the 
ladies  of  Billerica  held  meetings,  made 
garments  for  the  soldiers,  knit  stock- 
ings, raised  money,  and  did  what  the 
women  all  over  the  land  did  so  nobly. 

Miss  Hannah  Stevenson,  of  the 
Freedmen's  Bureau,  called  for  volun- 
teers to  go  South  and  work  among 
the  lil)crated  slaves.  '^Fhree  Billerica 
ladies,  Miss  Eliza  A.  Rogers,  daughter 
of  Calvin;  Miss  Anne  R.  Faulkner, 
daughter  of  James  R.;  Miss  Elizabeth 
Rogers,  daughter  of  Josiah,  and  two 


ladies  from  Concord,  Mass.,  Miss 
Angelina  Ball  and  Miss  Jean  Brigham, 
responded  to  the  call. 

They  were  assigned  to  Benedict, 
Md.,  to  teach  the  colored  soldiers  in 
Gen.  William  Birney's  regiments  while 
they  were  being  drilled  for  service. 

They  left  Boston,  Wednesday,  Jan. 
13,  1864.  Mr.  Gilman,  principal  of 
the  Howe  School,  saw  the  ladies  well 
started  and  presented  them  with  a 
bouquet.  From  Philadelphia  to  Balti- 
more they  had  a  very  slow  train, 
making  but  ninety-seven  miles  in  fire 
and  three-quarters  hours.  At  Balti- 
more their  escort,  Mr.  Dexter,  met 
them.  Miss  Eliza  Rogers  says  of  him, 
"He  is  very  quiet,  but  efficient  and 
agreeable.  He  is  a  student  in  Harvard 
Divinity  School.  He  was  educated 
at  Wesleyan  University  and  was  a 
local  preacher  there,  but  changed  his 
sentiments  while  in  college.  Chan- 
ning  is  his  ideal  of  a  minister,  and  he 
longs  to  be  a  teacher  with  Channing's 
spirit  and  power."  He  had  been  a 
superintendent  in  Rev.  Mr.  Newell's 
Sunday  School  in  Cambridge. 

In  Baltimore  Mr.  Dexter  went  out 
to  arrange  for  a  steamer  to  take  the 
ladies  to  Benedict.  He  returned  say- 
ing a  steamer  would  leave  in  an  hour 
filled  with  three  hundred  negroes, 
many  officers,  etc.;  they  would  do  the 
best  they  could  for  the  ladies,  but  that 
would  be  little.  The  party  went  to 
the  wharf  at  the  appointed  time  only 
to  find  that  the  steamer  had  been  gone 
half  an  hour.  Alongside  the  wharf 
was  the  steamer  Cecil.  The  captain 
said  he  had  no  accommodations  for 
ladies,  and  could  not  take  them,  but  a 
young  man,  an  officer  from  Benedict, 
came  to  the  omnibus  and  told  the 
ladies  to  take  any  accommodations  by 
steamer  rather  than  go  to  Washington. 
The  caj)taiti  told  the  ladies  his  ac- 
conimodatious  were  very  poor  and  he 
might  not  reach  Benedict  for  a  week, 
he  did  not  know  when  he  should  start — 
the  ice  would  trouble  him  and  might 
compel  him  to  return. 

(To  be  continued) 
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THE  BILLERICA  TOWN  PLAN 

Billerica,  twenty-two  miles  from 
Boston  and  four  miles  from  Lowell,  is 
a  farming  and  manufacturing  town. 
It  contains  in  round  numbers  three 
thousand  people  on  sixteen  thousand 
acres,  with  sixty  miles  of  highways." 
A  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  its 
\alleys  is  the  town  center  on  a  ])lateau, 
from  the  edge  of  which  are  fine  hill  and 
valley  views  in  all  directions.  North 
Billerica  is  a  compact  manufacturing 
village  in  the  Concord  River  valley, 
and  there  are  widely  separated  small 
local  farm  centers. ''  On  the  Lexington 
branch  of  .the  Boston  &  INLiine  R.R. 
are  five  town  stations,  including  North 
Billerica,  where  this  branch  joins  its 
main  line,  on  which  is  also  East 
Billerica.  At  the  Center  three  electric 
lines  converge  on  their  way  from 
Boston  and  suburbs  through  North 
Billerica  to  Lowell  and  the  North  and 
East. 

Two  ri\ers,  ten  brook  \alleys  and 
se\'en  hills  give  the  town  great  beauty 
of  topography.  This,  with  a  varied 
soil,  two-thirds  in  wild  vegetation, gives 
notably  attractive  landscapes  and 
nuich  of  interest  in  plant,  bird,  and 
animal  life.  In  fifty  years,  Billerica's 
wild  land  has  increased  a  third,  as  it 
has  in  most  of  New  England's  old 
towns,  but  now  the  tide  is  turning 
toward  the  farm  again.  At  North 
Billerica,  woolen  mills  with  high-class 
ojjeratives  have  been  established  for 
years.  The  Boston  &:  ^NLiine  R.R. 
shops  being  erected  there  will  soon  in- 
crease population  by  several  thousand. 
"About  the  Center,  a  most  attractive 
part  of  the  town,  are  some  well- 
appointed  summer  estates  that  are 
sure  to  increase.  In  the  south  of  the 
town,  as  in  parts  of  all  neighboring 
towns,  large  areas  have  been  sub- 
divided into  small  lots  upon  which 
many  camps  and  small  cottages  are 
being  erected  for  either  sununer  or  all- 
the-year  occupancy  '  by  families  of 
moderate  means  from  the  city.^ 

Increased  })usiness,  population,  road. 


and  other  public  facilities  that  such 
new  conditions  must  create,  make  it 
wise  to  prepare  a  plan  as  a  guide  to 
the  town's  future  growth.  Such  a 
plan  to  best  meet  the  needs  and  have 
the  general  approval  of  the  community, 
must  be  understood  by  at  least  a 
majority  of  voters  and  land  owners, 
and  this  understanding  will  l)est  come 
from  a  direct  jjarticipation  in  the  work. 
Therefore,  all  citizens  are  urged  to  give 
information  and  assistance  in  the  prep- 
aration of  succeeding  articles  and  maps. 

The  seven  hills,  the  valleys  of  the 
rivers  and  their  tributaries,  the  larger 
soil  divisions,  will  be  substantially 
the  same  for  all  time  and  will  control 
the  main  feature  of  the  plan.  Some 
existing  roads  will  surely  stay  because 
they  are  direct  thoroughfares  on  lines 
of  least  resistance  to  outlying  trade 
centers  or  to  the  seashore  and  moun- 
tain resorts  eastward  and  northward. 
Other  thoroughfares  and  local  roads 
will  be  abandoned  as  were  the  Middlesex 
Canal,  parts  of  the  Middlesex  Turn- 
pike, and  many  minor  roads.  The 
reasons  for  such  abandonment  will  l>e 
indicated  in  the  Historical  Map,  in 
order  that  the  obvious  mistakes  in 
grades  and  location  in  the  past  may 
not  again  be  repeated. 

Before  an  acceptable  sludy  can  be 
made,  much  detailed  information  must 
be  accumulated  regarding  topography, 
vegetation,  soil  areas,  roads,  property 
lines,  etc.  How  rapidly  this  is  l3eing 
done  and  how  generously  citizens  are 
giving  of  their  time  and  knowledge 
at  the  request  of  the  editor,  myself, 
and  our  assistants,  I  indicate  below. 

Studies  are  being  made  for  roads 
and  public  reservations  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Town  Plan  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  (Mr.  Harnden  Spiller,  INIr. 
E.  F.  Dickinson,  :\Ir.  E.  P.  Sellew,  and 
Mr.  Michael  INIcElligott)  that  has  made 
personal  examinations  about  the  town, 
and  suggests  a  road  through  the  Con- 
cord River  \alley  and  in  an  easterly 
and  westerly  direction  through  the 
valley  south  of  the  town,  where  is  fine 
farm  land. 
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Mr.  Sellew  has  contributed  his  plan 
of  a  considerable  section  along  the 
Shawsheen. 

Mr.  JNIatthew  Kohlrausch  has  pre- 
pared a  plan  of  interesting  wood  roads 
and  trails. 

Mr.  Clarence  Bowman  has  made  a 
plan  of  soil  and  forest  conditions  for 
the  south  })art  of  the  town  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Archibald  L.  Mason. 

The  1900  Club  has  endorsed  the 
Town  Plan. 

Messrs.  T.  Frank  Lyons,  Herbert 
A.  King,  Josiah  Wright,  John  E. 
Rowell,  Frank  H.  Alexander,  George 
P.  Greenwood,  Archibald  L.  Mason, 
Herbert  Putney,  Herbert  Hosmer,  and 
Franklin  Jaquith  have  given  data  as 
to  property  lines  and  historical  sites. 


Mr.  Symmes  is  making  a  special 
study  of  past  and  present  forest  yields. 

Messrs.  Alexander,  Rowell,  Dickin- 
son, and  Bowman  also  gave  Mr.  F. 
W.  Barclay  much  data  on  farming 
lands  and  requirements  of  the  town. 

Mr.  John  H.  Foster  also  has  given 
information  for  the  magazine. 

My  committee  in  the  Billerica  Im- 
provement Association  on  Public 
Grounds  and  Reservations,  of  which 
Mr.  J.  Nelson  Parker,  Mr.  Herbert 
A.  King,  Miss  Harriet  B.  Rogers,  and 
Mr.  Dennis  O'Keefe  are  members, 
has  been  acquiring  data  since  this 
committee's  first  suggestion  for  a  town 
plan  was  published  with  a  map  in  the 
Lowell  Currier-Citizen  of  May  29, 1908. 


Numbers  in' circles. 


1  Boston  Road 

2  High  Street 

3  Sheldon  Street 

4  Oak  Street 


ti 

Mt,  Pleasant  St. 

16 

Bridge  St, 

7 

Lowell  Road 

17 

Salem  Rd, 

8 

Pollard  St, 

18 

Andover  Rd. 

9 

Rogers  St, 

19 

Pond  St, 

10 

Call  St, 

20 

Baldwin  St, 

n 

Chelmsford  Rd, 

21 

Patten  St. 

12 

Rangeway  Rd, 

22 

Brown  St, 

13 

Middlesex  Turnpike 

23 

Whipple  Rd. 

14 

Treble  Cove  Rd. 

24 

Allen  Rd. 

15 

Winning  St, 

25 

Concord  Rd. 

26 

Lexington  Rd 

27 

Manning  Rd. 

28 

Wyman  Rd. 

Hill  s  Corner         .  . 
Hill's  Pond         <« 
Richardson's  Pond 
Fordway  Bridge 
Sprague's  Bridge 
Poor  Farm 
Manning  Manse 

20  North  Cemetery 

21  Fox  Hill  Cemetery 

22  South  Cemetery 

23  Hill  Cemetery 

24  Poor  Farm  Cemetery 
—  B.  &  M.  R.R. 
anc  Trolley  Lines 
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Nashua  Rd. 
Sullivan  St. 
River  St. 
Webb  Brook  Rd. 
Floyd  St. 
Spring  St. 
Dudley  Rd. 
West  St, 
Cook  St. 
Sprague  St. 
Charnstaff  Lane 
Foster  Road 

41  Burlington  Rd. 

42  Alexander  St. 

43  Maple  Ave. 


Billerica,  Mass.,  Hills,  Streams,  Localities  and  Roads  of  the  1800  pehiod. 

(Maps  showing  abandoned  old  roads  and  building  sites,  recent  roads,  forests,  soils,  frost  lines  i'.nd 
studies  for  a  future  road  and  reservation  system  will  accompany  succeeding  articles.) 
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The  Billerica  idea  is  that  the  united 
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EDITORIAL 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
spirit  and  purpose  of  Billerica  have 
been  so  agreeably  received  and  enthusi- 
astically presented  by  Boston  and  Low- 
ell papers.  The  Boston  Globe  (June  14) 
says  in  an  editorial  on  "The  Billerica 
Ideal"  that  "That  same  united  good 
will  would  make  almost  any  New  Eng- 
land town  'an  ideal  place  in  which  to 
live.'  The  efforts  of  Billerica  deserve 
success,  and  they  might  well  be  emu- 
lated by  other  enterprising  New  Eng- 
land communities." 

The  Lowell  Courier-Citizen  (June  11, 
Sul)iirban  News)  says:  "On  the  whole 
this  little  magazine,  which  begins 
modestly  enough,  seems  to  be  well 
worth  reading,  and  well  w^orth  en- 
couraging. Its  ideals  are  high,  and, 
although  it  is  a  new  and  novel  adven- 
ture, it  will  doul)tless  succeed." 

The  Lowell  ^Suudaij  Telegram  (June 
16)  says :  "  It  is  a  very  neat  lit  tie  maga- 
zine, and  one  bound  to  succeed,  for  it 
is  published  in  the  right  spirit." 

These  quotations  indicate  that  our 
editorial  neighbors  have  "caught  the 
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June 

.3.  A.  L.  Ricliards  of  Boston  addressed 
the  Billerica  Board  of  Trade  on  the  public 
utilities  commission  bill. 

Selectmen  voted  to  auction  off  Hol- 
brook  property,  purchased  some  years  ago  for 
$1,800. 

First  Parish  Church  annual  meeting. 

4.  Meeting  of  Holy  Name  Society  of  St. 
Andrew's  Church  to  elect  officers  and  hear 
Fr.  Strauss  of  Tewksbury  lecture  on  Socialism. 

5.  Honey  Boy  Minstrels  of  Lowell  per- 
form in  Talbot  Memorial  Hall,  to  aid  Royal 
Arcanum  Hospital  Bed  x\ssociation. 

Joseph  O.  Hamelin  and  Miss  Marie 
Matilda  Poirier  married  in  St.  Andrew's 
Church  by  Fr.  Cornell. 

Asa  John  Patten  Circle,  No.  26, 
Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  met  in  afternoon  and 
evening.  A  special  service  in  memory  of 
Comrade   Bohannon. 

7.  Graduation  of  ninth  grade  Pollard 
School  pupils.  Address  by  John  E.  Gilman, 
Past  National  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
G.  A.  R. 

8.  Herbert  B.  Ellis  retired  from  Talbot 
Mills  and  Mas  presented  with  a  costly  pipe  and 
beautiful  umbrella  by  his  fellow  employees. 

9.  "Children's  Day"  observed  at  North 
Billerica  Baptist  Church. 

Baccalaureate  sermon  to  Mitchell 
Military  Boys'  School  in  First  Parish  Church, 
by  Rev.  Lyman  ^^  Rutledge. 

"Children's  Day"  observed  at  Ortho- 
dox Congregational  Church. 

10.  Funeral  of  John  Conway. 

11.  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge  of  Billerica 
visited  liy  invitation  Evergreen  Rebekah 
Lodge  of  Stoncham. 

12.  Prize  Day  exercises  at  Mitchell  Mili- 
tary Boys"  School. 

Closing  exercises  of  Talbot  School. 

13.  Meeting  of  Billerica  Grange. 

14.  Flag  Day  observed. 

Hi.  Baccalaureate  sermon  to  Howe  Higli 
School  graduates  by  Rev.  J.  Harold  Dale  at 
Orthodox  Congregational  Church. 

"Children's  Day"  observed  at  First 
Parish  Churc-h. 

17.  Annual  Manning  Reunion  at  ^Manning 
Manse,  Norlii  Billerica. 
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18.  Mrs.  Ucliccca  Hcimctt  Wjinvn'.s 
iiiiu'ly-tliird  l)irtli(l;i\-  ohscrxcd  in  Boston. 
Hillcrica  fri<Mi<ls  altciKicd. 

li).  .\sa  Joliii  Patten  Circle  Ladies  of  Hie 
G.  A.  R.  met  with  Mrs.  Jasper  Hriice;  I  In- 
last  nieetinji  of  tlie  season. 

20.  Craduation  at  Howe  Ilijili  Seliool  and 
sixtielli  anniversary  of  its  fonnding'.  (Jradn- 
ates  addressed  by  Fr.  Edmund  J.  Cornell. 

Miss  Estellc  Marion  Chandler  and 
Frank  Howard  MeDnffec  married  by  Rev. 
Charles  II.  Williams  at  liome  of  bride's 
parents. 

21.  Reception  by  Mowe  School  f>raduatinf,' 
class  in  Town  Hall. 

24.  I?illeriea  IJoard  of  Trade  meeting. 
Report  b\'  Mr.  Sidney  Hull  and  discussion  on 
macadam  roads. 

2().  Mr.  Ernest  Towie  and  Miss  Eva 
Smith,  daughter  of  T.  Emery  Smith,  were 
married  by  Rev.  Charles  H.  Williams  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents. 

27.  Eightieth  birthday  of  .\.  W.  Proctor 
observed  at  his  home. 

28.  .\nnual  Prize  Drill  and  Military  Hall 
of  Hillcrica  School  Cadets. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Stinehours  dwelling  at 
Turnpike  Station  burned  to  ground. 

29.  Lawn  party  by  Clover  Club  of  St. 
Anne"s  Mission. 

IJO.  Billeriea  Iinpro\ement  Association 
organized  ten  years  ago. 

SI  II  a 

SOCIETIES  AND  CLUBS 
IN   BILLERICA 

Arranged  Chronologically  by 
Date  of  Organization 

Li  order  that  we  may  eorrect  all 
oiiiissions  or  errors  in  this  directory 
we  ask  for  the  co-operation  of  all  per- 
sons and  especially  the  secretaries  of 
each  organization,  who  are  nrj>ed  to 
notify  ns  promptly  of  errors,  chanK^^  in 
officers  or  item  of  interest. 

liiCt'.i,  November  9.  First  Parish  Church 
(rnitarian)  and  .societies.  Minister,  Lyman 
\'.  Rutledge;  Chairman  Parish  Com- 
mittee, J.  Nelson  Parker;  Clerk,  John  A. 
Richardson;  Treasurer,  Charles  H.  Eames; 
Collector,  Joseph  Jaquith;  Chairman  Visiting 
Committee,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Frames;  Music 
Committee,  H.  F.  Jacobs.  Meml)ers,  l.")(). 
.\nnual  meeting,  first  Monday  in  June.  Sun- 
day services.  10.45  a..m. 

Sunda\-  School.  Superintendent,  Natt  11. 
Hutchius;  .Assistant,  .\lbert  Richardson; 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Miss  Lottie  Cow- 
drey.   Members,  30.     Meetings,  Sunday,  11.4") 

A.M. 


Woman's  Hranch  .Mliance.  President, 
Mrs.  Inez  \L  Harding;  Nice-President,  Mrs. 
Mary  li.  Eames;  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Mrs."  Hatti«-  Holden;  Industrial  Branch,  Mrs. 
Jessie  I'lilner;  Ways  and  Means,  Mrs. 
Carolyn  Judkins;  Flower  Committee,  Mrs. 
Katherinc  Parker:  I'ost-office  Mission,  Mrs. 
Ceorgia  M.  Preston.  Meets  in  vestry  third 
Frida\'  nuuithly,  2  to  o  p.m.  Industrial 
Bran<-h  meets  at  the  same  jilaee  and  hour  the 
first  Fridav  monthlv.      Members,  40. 

Parish  Club.  Preshlent.  Lyman  V.  Rut- 
Icdge;  Vice-President,  Ilcrlx'rt  F.  Jacobs; 
Sci'retary  and  Treasurer,  Miss  Lottie  Cow- 
drey.  .Members,  41.  Meetings,  second  Fri- 
day evening  monthly  at  members"  homes. 
Devotional  service,  fourlli  Sunrlay  evening 
monthly  in  \-estry. 

1828,'  Se!)t.  2:».  First  Baptist  Church, 
Billeriea  Center,  aiul  its  societies.  Minister, 
T.  O.  Harlow;  Chairman  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee, Miss  Bohannon;  Treasurer,  Hatti<'  .\. 
Bohannon;  .Vssistant  Treasurer,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Page;  Clerk,  (leorge  Coleson.  Members, 
;>().  .\nnual  meeting,  January.  Sunday  ser- 
vice at  10.4")  A.M. 

Sunday  School.  Superintendent,  T.  O. 
Harlow;  Assistant  Superintendent,  Mrs.  Pitt 
Holden:  Secretary,  Ellen  Schult;  Treasurer, 
Sylvia    Morris.      .Members,  40. 

Christian  Endeavor.  President,  T.  (). 
Harlow:  Vice-President,  Raymond  Thayer: 
Recording  Secretary,  Bertha  Dimock;  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Sylvia  Morris;  Treas- 
urer, Ellen  Schult.  Meets  Sundays,  7  p.m. 
Members,  20. 

1829,  April  3i).  First  Congregational 
Church  and  societies.  Pa.stor,  John  Harold 
Dale;  Deacons,  Herbert  A.  King,  Dana  H. 
Spiller;  Treasurer  of  Church,  Jasi)er  F. 
Bruce;  Clerk  of  Parish,  Dana  H.  Si)ill(>r, 
Samuel  Earle;  Treasurer  of  Parish,  Sidney  .\. 
Bull.  Membershii),  ll(i.  .Annual  meeting 
of  church  and  parish  Friday  before  the  first 
Sunday  in  January.  Sunday  services  10.45 
A.M.  and  7  p.m.  Young  People's  Service,  (! 
P.M.     Prayer  meeting  Friday,  7.45  p.m. 

Sunday  School.  Superintendent,  John 
Harold  Dale;  Secretary,  Miss  Edna  Robin- 
son; Treasurer,  Miss  Jennie  F.  Blodgelt. 
Membership,   175.     Sunday  service,   12  .m. 

Women's  Missionary  Society.  President, 
Miss  .\ngie  Co])elan(l;  S<-cretary,  Mrs. 
Harrv  K.  King;  Treasurer.  Mrs.  Sidney  A. 
Bull." 

Ladies'  Benevolent  Society.  President, 
Mrs.  Harry  K.  King:  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Robinson;  Secretary,  Miss  Flora  Beers; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  John  E.  Bull. 

Weyraesit  Club.  President,  Oliver  P. 
Greenwood;  Vice-President,  Eben  Baker; 
Secretary,  Sears  Cook;  Treasurer,  Josiah 
Folsom. 

1845,  Feb.  7.  Shawsheen  Lodge,  I.  O.  <). 
v.,  No.  04.    N.G.,  Maurice  A.  Buck;    V.  (J., 
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F.  A.  D.  Singlii;  Secretary,  Elmer  Colby; 
Financial  Secretary,  C.  L.  Burton;  Trea.s- 
iir<>r,  Josiah  Wriglit.  IVFembers,  12").  Meets 
Saturdays,  8  p.m..  in  I.  O.  ().  F.  Hall. 

1(S()S.  St.  .Vndrew's  Roman  Catholic 
Cliurcli.  Pastor,  Edmund  J.  Cornell;  Mar\ 
K.  Hoar.  or<ianist. 

1S(;!),  May  14.  North  Hillcrica  Baptist 
Clmrcli  and  societies.  Minister,  Cliarles  H. 
Williams;  Treasurer,  Archihald  Ritchie; 
Clerk,  Herbert  H.  Ellis;  Organist,  Hilda 
J'crry;  Chorister,  Minnie  Clitt'ord.  Memhcr- 
sliij),  170.  Sunday  services  10.4")  a.m.  and 
7  P.M.;    Thursflay,  7.45  p.m. 

North  Billeriea  Baptist  Society.  Presi- 
dent. John  A.  Rowell;  Secretary,  Arthur 
Holden;  Collectors,  Samuel  Lor(l,  Salinda 
Holt.      ]Meets  first  Monday  in  March. 

Sunday  School.  Superintendent,  B.  (). 
Sanford;  Secretary,  John  Ritchie;  Treasurer, 
Guy  M.  Richardson;  Librarian,  Bessie  Allan. 
Members,  190.      Meets  Sunday,  12  m. 

Williams  Bible  Class.  President,  Ciuy  M. 
Richardson;  Secretary,  Francis  Collinge; 
Treasurer,  Newell  Ritchie;  Visiting  Com- 
mittee. Deacon  Allen;  Social  Committee, 
Herbert  Ellis.  Members,  65.  Meets  Sunday. 
12  M.  for  Bible  study  and  second  Tuesday  of 
each  month  for  social  and  literary  purposes. 

Woman's  Missionary  Society.  President. 
^Irs.  W.  B.  Chambers;  Vice-President.  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Williams;  Secretary,  Mrs.  John  A. 
Rowell;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Wm.  S.  Nason. 
Members,  20.  Meets  second  Monday 
monthly  at  members'  homes. 

Girls'  Calesthenic  Society.  President, 
Eleanor  Nickerson;  Vice-President,  Gladys 
Rutledge;  Secretary,  Doris  Perry;  Treasurer, 
Mary  Ride;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Mary  Williams;  Director,  Minnie  Dyson. 
Members,  12.  Meets  Wednesday,  AMO  p.m. 
in  church  vestry. 

Rowell  Girls.  President,  Mrs.  John  A. 
Howell;  Vice-President,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Williams; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Herbert  Ellis;  Treasurer, 
Miss  Lily  Bottomley.  Meets  second  Wednes- 
day monthly  at  members'  homes,  for  .sewing 
and  sociai)ility. 

Willing  Workers.  l*resident,  Mrs.  Charles 
II.  Williams;  \'ice-President,  Mrs.  Wm.  B. 
Chambers;  Secretary,  Mrs.  L  X.  Hanson; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Arthur  Holden.  Members, 
.30.  Meets  fourth  Wednesday  monthly  in 
vestry  for  social  and  business  j)urposes. 

ISSO.  Bennett  I'ublic  Library  Association. 
Oi)en  Wednesday  and  Saturday  2  to  5  and 
7  to  9  p.m.  President,  Everett  S.  Bull; 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  W.  II.  Sexton;  Secre- 
tary, Josiah  C.  Folsom;  Treasurer,  Ilerbcrl 
.\.  King;  Librarian,  Emma  M.  Whitford. 
Members,  200.  .\nnual  meeting  and  election 
of  officers  at  library  first  Wednesday  in  Octo- 
ber. Quarterly  meetings  January,  .\pril, 
July,  and  October.      5,1S1   volumes. 

1«80.  Dec.  9.  Talbot  Mills  Library  .Asso- 
ciation.    President,     Joseph     Talbot;      Vice- 


President,  Robert  Damon;  Secretary.  Allan 
Bottomley;  Treasurer,  Carl  Mortenson. 
Membership,  'M.  Library  opens  Tuesday 
and  Friday  evenings,  7  to  9  p.m.  Reading- 
room  open  all  evenings,  7  to  9  p.m.  4,500 
x-olunies.  Librarian,  Miss  Lillie  Bottomley. 
ISSCI,  Nov.  14.  St.  Anne's  Episcopal 
Church  and  societies  of  North  Billeriea. 
Pastor.  Appleton  Grannis;  Lay  Reader. 
.\llyn  C.  Fitch;  Warden,  Edward  Garner; 
Treasurer,  James  Howarth;  Clerk,  Joseph 
Brown.  Mcndx-rship,  100.  Meetings,  Sun- 
day,   10. .30  .\.M. 

Clover  Club.  President,  Miss  Mary  H. 
Brown;  Vice-President,  Miss  Edith  Meers; 
Secretary,  Miss  Sarah  Stott;  Treasurer,  Miss 
Mary  Barrington.  Members,  17.  Meets 
fourth  Thursday  monthly  at  7.30  p.m.,  at 
members'  homes. 

St.  Elizabeth's  Guild.  President,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Mills;  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Garner; 
Secretary,  Miss  M.  H.  Brown;  Treasurer, 
Miss  Mae  Sutcliff.  Members,  22.  Meets 
alternate  Wednesdays  at  members'  homes. 

Sunday  School.  Secretary,  Harold  Twiny; 
Treasurer,  Edward  Garner.  Members,  41. 
Session  Sundays  at  12  o'clock. 

A.  St.  John  Chambre  Club.  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Charles  Barber;  Secretary,  Jonathan 
Williams;  Treasurer,  James  Sansom.  Mem- 
bers, 40.  Meetings  first  Monday  evening 
monthly  at  Church  parish  house. 

1887.  Father  Mathew  Total  Abstinence 
Society.  President,  William  Taylor;  Vice- 
President,  James  Bradley;  Recording  Sec- 
retary, Charles  Hayes;  Financial  Secretary, 
James  Condon;  Treasurer,  Bart  T.  Hayes. 
Members,  75.  Meets  Tuesday  evening  at  8 
in  Father  Mathew  Hall. 

North  Billeriea  Council  No.  1323,  R.  A. 
Organized  Dec.  9,  1889.  Officers  elected 
December  1.  R.,  James  J.  Campbell;  V.  R., 
J.  T.  Moran;  Secretary,  James  A.  Ruth; 
Treasurer,  Frederick  Carr.  Members,  (54 . 
Meets  first  and  third  Wednesdays  at  7.45 
P.M.  in  Mathew  Hall. 

1889,  Dec.  23.  Thomas  Talbot  Lodge, 
A.  F.  and  A.  M.  W.  M.,  Eugene  C.  Vining; 
Secretary,  Arthur  S.  Cook;  Treasurer,  Arthur 
L.  Blodgett.  Members,  175.  Meet  Tuesday 
evening  on  or  before  full  moon  in  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall. 

1892,  April  5.  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge, 
No.  108.  N.  G.,  Mrs.  Annie  Baisley;  V.  G., 
Olive  Waitc;  Recording  Secretary,  Nellie 
Burton;  Financial  Secretary.  Gennie  Barker; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Clara  Bartlett.  Meeting.s 
second  and  fourth  ]\L)ndays  at  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall.  Officers  elected  at  first  January 
meeting. 

1894,  Oct.  16.  Billeriea  Historical  Society. 
Incorporated  Feb.  20,  1896.  President, 
J.  H.  Dale;  Secretary,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Se.xton; 
Treasurer,  T.  Frank  Lyons.  Members,  30. 
.\nnual  meeting  second  Wednesday  in  October 
in   Bennett  Library. 
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1!)()0  ('liil>.  1!>0().  I'n'sidciit,  Mis.  Claia 
E.  Sexton;  Vic-c- President,  Mrs.  .\nna 
Ilolden;  Secretary.  Mrs.  Mary  Jaeobs; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Eanies.  Members, 
aO.  Meets  at  menib<M-s"  homes  every  second 
Tliursday,  excej)!  in  June.  July,  .Vuyust, 
Septemlier. 

IHOl),  Jan.  .").  Millerica  (iran^e,  NO.  21':^. 
Master,  James  A.  Hulh;  Secretary,  Josiah 
Kolsoni:  Treasurer,  ICdward  l'\  Dickinson. 
Officers  elected  second  Tliui-sda\-  in  I)ecend)er. 
Heguhir  meetings  secontl  and  fourth  Thurschiy 
nu)nthiy  at  7.45  p.m.,  except  in  June,  July, 
.\ugust,  when  meetings  are  held  on  second 
Thursday  only.      Membershij),  ISO. 

1901.  Manning  Association.  Incorporated 
1901.  Has  stockholders  and  l,:iOO  members. 
President,  Earl  G.  Manning;  Vice-President, 
H.  A.  Manning:  Secretary-Treasurer,  Warren 
n.  Maninng.  Annual  meeting  and  reunion 
each  June  17  at  the  Manning  Manse,  Xortli 
]?illcri<a. 

1!)02.  June  oO.  Hillei-ica  I  ini)r()\'cmcnt 
Association.  I'resident,  Warren  H.  Manning; 
Secretary,  Herbert  F.  Jacobs;  Treasurer,  T. 
Frank  Lyons.  Membership,  7'.i.  Annual 
meeting  third  Thursday  in  October  in  'J'own 
Hall. 

Hillerica  IJoard  of  Trade,  1911.  Presi- 
dent, Charles  H.  Williams;  \'ice-Presi- 
dents,  Sidney  A.  Bull.  Moses  C.  Mitchell, 
Charles  H.  Kolrausch  (deceased);  Secretary, 
Herbert  F.  Jacobs;  Treasurer,  John  A. 
Richardson.  Members,     102.  Meetings 

fourth  Monday  monthly.  Officers  elected 
annual  meeting  in  October. 

1911,  Aug.  30.  Shedd  Family  A.ssociation. 
At  its  first  meeting  in  Billerica  was  elected 
President,  Joel  Herbert  Shedd;  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Frank  Edson  Shedd.  Member- 
ship, W.i. 

The  Billerica  \'eteran  Association,  G.  A.  R. 
President,  Franklin  Jaquith;  Mce-President, 
Marcus  Cowdrey;  Treasurer,  Coburn  Smith. 
Members,  18.      Meets  Memorial  Day. 

Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  President,  Mrs. 
Mina  L.  (iardner;  Senior  Vice,  Mrs.  Lenora 
Bruce;  Secretary,  Hattie  E.  Proctor;  Treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Genevive  Morley;  Members.  70. 
Meets  first  Wednesday  monthly  in  L  O.  O.  F. 
Hall.  Asa  John  Patten  Circle  meets  monthly 
for  sewing  and  sociability  at  members"  homes. 
Mrs.  Jasjjer  Bruce.  Chairman. 

Boy  Scouts,  North  Billerica.  Thomas 
Bateson,  Scout  Leader.  Meets  Tuesday 
evening  in  Baptist  Church  vestrv.  Memi)ers. 
16. 

New  England  ()rd(>r  of  Protection.  Talbot 
Lodge,  No.  41.  Warden,  Alfred  J.  Strick- 
land; Vice-Warden,  Bartholomew  T.  Hayes; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Brown;  Treasurer, 
T.  Frank  Lyons.  Members.  <S2.  Meetings 
first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  month  in  I.  O. 
O.  F.  Hall. 


sciiooi.  .\  i:\vs 

The  Howe  lluai  School 

Billerica'.s  t-itizen.s  hold  toward  the 
IIowc  School  feeHiifis  of  unusual 
warmth  and  hojje.  On  thi.s  the  six- 
tieth anniversary  of  the  school'-s  foinid- 
ing  the  afternoon  and  evening  speakers 
reaffirmed  their  affectionate  regard  for 
the  school  and  paid  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Dr.  Howe,  its  fomider.  To 
this  fine  sentiment  an  anonymous  note 
in  the  Lowell  Courier-Citizen  thus  re- 
fers: "It  was  a  fitting  direction  of  the 
])U]  ils'  attention  to  the  soiu'ce  from 
which  their  j)rivileges  had  been  de- 
rived. The  receding  years  have  left 
but  few  persons  who  can  claim  a  per- 
sonal recollection  of  the  good  man  who 
was  justly  termed  'The  Father  of  the 
Town." 

"This  was  Dr.  Howe's  town  l)y 
adoption  rather  than  from  nativity,  as 
he  was  a  stranger  ujjon  entering  his 
career  here.  It  was  both  his  profes- 
sion and  his  interest  in  social  and  public 
affairs  that  gave  him  welcome  into  the 
homes.  The  school  life  of  the  child 
was  a  fascinating  svd)ject  with  him, 
and  this  he  observed  in  an  un])retend- 
ing  and  (piiet  way.  The  writer  can 
recall  many  (juestionings  from  him 
when,  on  his  way  to  and  from  his  visit.s 
to  })atients,  he  would  check  the  speed 
of  old  Bonny,  the  white  horse,  to  take 
the  school  traveler  on  the  way.  The 
teacher,  the  rules  of  the  school,  the 
studies  piu'sued,  were  minutely  in- 
(|uired  about.  Were  not  the  dreams 
of  the  gift  he  woidd  bestow  to  helj) 
the  children  then  forming  in  his  mind.^" 

The  afternoon  graduates,  this  year's 
embodiment  of  Dr.  Howe's  dream, 
were  Marjory  S|)iller,  who  gave  the 
first  honor  essay,  "Development  of  the 
Alodes  of  Travel,"  Ilildegarde  Lois 
IVrry.  who  gave  the  second  honor 
essay,  "(irenfell  of  the  Labrador,"  S. 
Madeline  Earle,  Emma  Butler  Ket- 
chen,  who.se  es.say  was  "The  Story  of 
the  Xewspaper,"  ALirion  Frances  Kol- 
rausch,   who    prepared    and    read    the 
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(Inss  propliecy,  Grace  D.  Baliiil'orth, 
Lena  Mabel  Dutloii,  and  Clarence 
Klinore  ^IcElnian. 

The  diplomas  were  conferred  by 
F'rederick  S.  Clark.  J.  Nelson  Parker 
made  the  address  for  the  trnstees,  and 
Fr.  Edmund  J.  Cornell  addressed  the 
graduates.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the 
Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge  and  selec- 
tions were  given  by  the  orchestra. 

At  the  annual  evening  dinner  at 
six  o'clock  the  alumni  elected  for  its 
officers:  President,  T.  Frank  Lyons; 
Secretary,  Albert  H.Richardson; Treas- 
urer, Thomas  H.  liateson;  then  lis- 
tened with  invited  guests  to  remarks 
by  A.  W.  Stearns,  J.  Nelson  Parker, 
Dr.  Moses  G.  Parker  of  Lowell,  Fr. 
E.  J.  Cornell,  Lyman  V.  Rutledge, 
Eugene  C.  Vining,  iNIiss  Ada  Mudge, 
Miss  Abby  Ja(|uith,  Clarence  McEl- 
man,  and  John  A.  Richardson. 

Regrets  were  exjiressed  })y  ^L*. 
\'ining  and  others  that  Miss  Mudge 
and  Miss  Kelly,  assistants  in  the 
Howe  School  for  three  and  two  years, 
have  resigned.  Their  success  wher- 
ever they  go  will  be  the  envy  of  their 
many  friends  who  remain  in  Billerica. 

The  Talbot  School 

The  presence  of  parents,  especially 
mothers,  at  the  closing  exercises  of  the 
Talbot  School  indicated  a  wide  and 
friendly  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
children.  Indeed,  there  is  much  reason 
for  such  interest,  for  visitors  to  daily 
sessions  are  impressed  with  the  quality 
of  work  done,  the  neatness  of  the 
rooms  and  the  cheerfulness  of  the 
children  while  at  their  \^ork. 

An  illusl ration  of  the  pride  these 
children  take  in  their  school  is  seen  on 
the  grounds  about  the  building,  where 
the  grass  is  not  littered  with  paper  or 
worn  down  at  the  etlges.  These 
children  are  jjroud  of  their  lawn  and 
need  neither  fence  nor  watchman  to 
k(>ej)  them  off.  They  are  e(|uall\' 
proud  of  their  whole  school,  and  kccj) 
it  from  l)asement  lo  belfry  as  neat  and 
fresh  as  the  lawn  outside. 


The  Pollard  School 

The  year  at  the  Pollard  School  has 
been  notable  for  its  preparation  for 
and  rendition  of  unusually  fine  gradu- 
ating exercises.  Such  exercises  for  the 
ninth  grade  introduced  by  Principal 
Annie  Gilman  in  1910  have  been  re- 
markably successful  since  then.  The 
twenty-three  graduates  each  year  of 
both  1911  and  1912  show  the  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  children  for  educa- 
tional achievement. 

Diplomas  were  conferred  by  Su])t. 
Arthur  B.  Wel)ber.  The  gradiuites 
were:  Grace  Biggerstaff,  P^rederick 
Thomas  Callaghan,  ALiry  ALirgaret 
Cassidy,  Isal)elle  Blanche  Chandler, 
Michael  Joseph  Collins,  Edna  Louise 
Delarue,  Rachael  M.  Farmer,  Robert 
L.  Fiske,  Helen  Louise  Hentz,  JVLiry 
Etta  Kearney,  Margaret  DeGollier 
Tvamparell,  John  Francis  Larratt, Helen 
Doris  Livingstone,  Josej)h  Albert  Lu- 
tender,  Theresa  Lyons,  Cora  Maxwell, 
Bertha  ^Lie  Parris,  Doris  Perry,  Carl 
Schult,  Frieda  Thonnnen,  Alice  Verner, 
Minnie  Evangeline  Wilder,  and  ALirion 
Estella  Williams.  The  two  first  hon- 
ors essay  were  won  by  Miss  Margaret 
Lamparell  and  Miss  Mary  Cassidy. 

By  donation  of  Mrs.  Homer  Colbj^ 
three  prizes  were  given  for  the  best 
essays  on  the  subject,  "Town  Officers 
and  Their  Duties."  First  prize,  $5,  was 
won  by  Theresa  Lyons;  second,  $3, 
Frederick  Callaghan;  third,  $2,  Mar- 
garet Lamparell.  Doris  Livingstone 
and  Doris  Perry  received  honorable 
mention. 

The  Richardson  School 

Listead  of  the  conventional  closing 
exercises  like  those  of  the  other  schools 
of  the  town,  this  school  in  East  Biller- 
ica invited  the  mothers  to  go  to  a  pic- 
nic for  the  day  at  Silver  Lake.  Miss 
Edith  K.  ]\Lison,  teacher,  reports  a 
very  successful  year.  Her  East  Biller- 
ica friends  regret  that  she  goes  from 
them  next  year,  but  the  friends  in  the 
Center  ghully  welcome  her  l)ack  again 
to  the  Pollard  School. 
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This  very  successful  school  opened 
hy  tlie  Misses  Anne,  Emily,  juul  Abhy 
Faulkner,  daughters  of  the  late  James 
R.  Faulkner,  enrolletl  twenty-four 
I)n|)ils  this  year  under  Miss  Agnes 
(iriftin  and  Miss  Helen  Webster  as 
teachers.  The  closing  of  the  year's 
work  was  observed  as  "Mothers' 
Day."  All  the  mothers  of  the  village 
were  invited,  and  many  were  present. 
Mr.  Arthur  Webber,  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  s|)oke.  Asocial  hour  with 
refresh nuMi Is  followed. 

HiLLERHA  School  Cadets 

The  annual  prize  drill  and  military 
ball  of  the  Billerica  School  Cadets  was 
held  in  the  Town  Ilall  Friday  evening, 
June  28. 

Capt.  Charles  A.  Ranlett's  excellent 
training  as  drill  master  made  the  prize 
contests  unusually  close  this  year.  Of 
the  nineteen  contestants,  five  were 
from  the  Howe  and  fourteen  from  the 
Pollard  schools.  First  Sergeant  J. 
Dana  Richardson  won  the  first  ])rize, 
and  Sergeant  Alison  Dole  the  second. 
Capt.  Francis  R.  C.  Lyons,  First  Lieut. 
William  J.  A.  Lyons,  and  Second 
Lieut.  Everett  M.  Mahoney  of  the 
Howe  School  were  in  command. 

After  the  drill  the  grand  march  was 
led  by  Capt.  Francis  Lyons  and  Miss 
Lelia  Bull,  followed  by  Lieut.  William 
Lyons  and  Miss  Doris  Eaton,  Lieut. 
Everett  Mahoney  and  Miss  P^leanor 
Nickerson. 

The  cadets  were  honored  })y  the 
presence  in  uniform  of  Capt.  George  W. 
Peterson,  Lieut.  Harold  J.  Patten,  and 
Lieut.  James  J.  Powers,  of  Company  C, 
Sixth  Regiment,  Lowell. 

The  judges  of  the  drill  were  Lieu- 
tenant Davis  of  Com])any  K,  Sixth 
Regiment,  Lowell;  Lieutenant  Cham- 
berlain and  Lieutenant  Smith,  both 
of  Company  L,  Eighth  Regiment, 
Lawrence. 

The  handsome  bronze  prize  medals 
were  given  by  Capt.  Charles  A.  Ran- 


lett,  M.  \.  M.,  Company  L,  Eighth 
Regiment,  Lawrence,  and  Capt.  ILir- 
old  W.  Estey,  :\r.  V.  :\r..  First  (^orps 
Cadets,  Company  A,  Boston. 

H  ffl  ffl 

BILLERK  A  SOIL  AND  CROP 
YIELDS 

Mr.  F.  W.  Barclay,  a  graduate  of 
the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, a  successful  superintendent  of 
large  private  estates  and  parks,  and  a 
writer  on  horticultural  and  botanical 
subjects,  interviewed  John  Rowcll, 
Frank  Alexander,  Clarence  Bowman, 
and  Edward  Dickinson,  regarding  soils, 
cro])s,  yields.  This  article  sunnnarizes 
his  notes  and  it  shows  a  return  which 
much  of  Billerica's  two-thirds  wild 
land  ought  to  yield. 

The  heavier  soils  in  the  south  of 
the  town  are  not  mentioned  herein. 
It  is  hoi)ed  readers  will  send  data  re- 
garding this  and  other  soils  and  crops. 

Muck  laud  must  be  drained  with 
four  inch  tiles  at  least  two  feet  deej), 
fifty  feet  apart;  preferably  closer  and 
deeper.  Then  manure  and  i)low  in 
August.  Next  season  follow  with  disc 
harrow  each  two  weeks,  to  prepare  for 
crops  or  best  grasses.  Such  land,  with 
two  thousand  pounds  of  lime,  pro- 
duces for  iNIr.  Rowell  six  tons  of  hay 
per  acre.  Mr.  Alexander  advises  lime, 
l)ut  can  omit  it  with  fifteen  cords  of 
manure  per  acre.  Both  gentlemen 
advise  the  fall  manuring  and  shallow 
jjlowing,  followed  by  deep  spring 
plowing.  It  is  most  desirable  to  freeze 
such  soil  when  rough  plowed  or  piled 
if  it  be  used  for  compost,  bedding,  or 
dressing  uj)land  fields.  Potash  seems 
to  be  the  element  most  needed  in 
muck  soils. 

As  a  first  crop  Mr.  Alexander  rec- 
ommends potatoes;  Mr.  Dickinson, 
rye,  then  cabbage  and  cauliflower  and 
celery,  after  soil  is  in  fine  tilth.  Mr. 
Alexander  grows  cabbage  and  allied 
crojjs  only  one  year  on  account  of 
"club  root."     Mr.  Rowell  grows  cab- 
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bages  four  or  five  successive  years  with 
a  ton  of  lime  a  year  per  acre.  Late 
peas,  winter  s(|uasli,  beets,  Brussels 
sprouts,  horseraddish,  corn  if  soil  is 
dry,  clover,  and  jjossibly  onions  are 
good  muck  crojjs. 

Mr.  Bowman  said  onions  were  likely 
to  be  "necky"  on  all  new  lands,  ap- 
parently because  of  a  poor  early 
growth  followed  by  a  rapid  late 
growth.  He  would  grow  several  crops, 
the  latest  preferably  carrots  before 
onions. 

Mucky,  sandy  loam,  sometimes  less 
than  three  inches  deep,  o^'er  sand  that 
gives  good  natural  drainage,  is  Mr. 
Alexander's  best  vegetable  land.  Fif- 
teen cords  of  citysta])le  manure,  jjref- 
erably  half  rotted,  is  used  to  an  acre 
yearly,  or  five  cords  with  six  hundred 
])omi(!s  liowker's  best  fertilizer.  Occa- 
sionally corn  is  grown  without  manure 
on  previously  manured  land.  Manure 
costs  about  four  dollars  per  cord  at 
station  and  two  dollars  to  haul,  if 
spread  at  once  on  fields.  If  piled, 
water  is  used  to  prevent  "fire  fanging" 
or  heating. 

Parsnips,  carrots,  and  turnips  do 
poorly.  Beets  and  cauliflowers  very 
well,  and  other  crops  well  on  this  soil. 
Mr.  Alexander  notes  that  where  purs- 
lane and  hogweed  thrive,  he  gets  his 
largest  vegetable  crops;  and  Mr.  Bar- 
clay observes  that  to  tobacco  growers 
purslane  indicates  good  land  and  their 
crop  needs  an  excess  of  potash  and 
lime. 

Mr.  Dickinson  states  that  sweet 
corn  should  do  well  on  such  land  anfl 
strawberries  excellently.  Mr.  Bow- 
man would  prefer  the  latter  on  heavier, 
but  states  that  some  varieties  do  well 
on  liglit  soils. 

I.igiit  loam,  light  in  weight,  with 
little  or  no  clay  and  a  silty  feeling,  over- 
lies and  is  sometimes  mixed  with 
gravel  in  the  section  west  of  the  river 
and  north  of  Gilson  Hill.  Recom- 
mended cr()])s  are  beans,  p<>])C()rn, 
sweet  corn,  tomatoes,  muskuielons, 
early  peas,  and  early  short-lived  vege- 


tal)les,  bearing  in  mind,  however, 
frost  danger.  Mr.  Dickinson  recom- 
mended sour  or  pie  cherry  as  profitable, 
and  red  raspl^erry  fairly  so.  On  this 
soilof  fertilizer  retiuirements  little  is 
known.  Mr.  Kolrausch  states  that 
the  soil  needs  much  lime. 

Asparagus,  green  varieties  grow  best  and 
are  preferred  in  Boston  market,  which  is 
always  good.  Rust  and  beetles  make  spray- 
ing necessary.     It  yields  about  $300  per  acre. 

Beans,  Lima  and  string,  are  little  grown. 
For  green  beans  the  French's  or  Tewksbury 
yields  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  bushels  to 
acre,  costs  10  cents  to  pick  and  sells  for  2;") 
cents  to  $2.25,  $1  being  profitable.  Market 
variable,  best  early  or  late.  Plant  in  hills, 
guard    against  vvoodchucks,  try    inoculation. 

Beets,  Egyptian  and  Eclipse,  early;  Ed- 
munds Blood  Turnip,  late.  The  very  early 
market  is  good  for  lieets;  two-inch  diameter 
in  bunches  of  four  with  tops  they  bring  15 
to  75  cents  a  dozen,  one  and  a  half  to  two 
dozen  in  a  box.  Late  beets  bring  50  cents 
to  $1  a  bushel.      Color  best  on  heavy  soil. 

Brussels  Sprouts.  Soils  too  dry  for  cab- 
bage will  grow  four  thousand  plants  to  an  acre, 
\ielding  one  quart  a  plant,  selling  at  $.3  per 
busliel,  in  limited  demand  now.  Cellar 
storage  necessary  to  secure  late  sprouts. 

Cabbages.  Savoy  fair,  Danish  a  good  late. 
Early  $1.25  to  $2  per  barrel.  Late  40  cents 
to  $4  per  iiarrel  of  about  one  hundred  pounds. 
Danish  weighs  a  third  more  and  sells  higher. 
Market  variable.     Stored  on  cellar  shelves. 

Carrots.  A  good  crop  selling  better  than 
beets. 

Cauliflower.  Early  J^rfut  and  Snowl)all 
both  early  and  late,  .\bout  four  thousand 
heads  to  acre,  yield  $350  to  $400;  good  heads 
sell  early;  a  fall  flemand  for  pickling;  market 
good . 

Celery.  Paris  Golden  early.  Giant  Pascal 
anfl  lioston  Market  late,  latter  bringing  best 
[jrice  is  hardest  to  grow.  Blanching  boards 
for  early  and  earth  for  later.  Store  in  frost- 
proof pits,  planted  close. 

Corn  (Sweet).  Cory  Red  Cob,  Crosby, 
Potters  Excelsior,  Bearsfoot  or  Washington, 
Bantam  (poor  seller)  in  their  order.  Early 
about  $1  a  bushel  of  six  to  seven  dozen; 
midseason  05  cents.  The  larger  varieties  give 
four  to  six  dozen  to  a  box;  extreme  prices 
25  cents  to  $1.25.  Lowell  market  fair, 
Boston  good.  Yields  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  three  hundred  bushels  to  acre. 

Corn  (Pop).  White  Rice,  the  best;  stored 
in  the  ear  like  field  corn. 

(  iKUunbers.  Long  (ireen  and  Vickery 
Forcing.      Market  generally  good. 

Eggi)lant,  Endive,  Kale,  Kohl-Rabi, 
Leeks.      Grown  little  if  at  all. 

Lettuce.      Black    Seeded    Tennis    Ball,    for 


BlLLERICA 


!) 


outdoors;  inarkcl  \ari;il)lc;  liltic  ^rowTi  far 
from    IJostoii. 

Melons  (Musk).  Hlack  Jap  licst ;  inarkri 
always  fjood  in  boxes  of  18,  hut  foliage  dis- 
eases and  sprayiufj  are  troulilesoiiie. 

Melon  (Wati-r).  Cole's  Marix  reeoiii- 
liiended. 

Onions.  Danxcrs  ^  Cllow  (ilohe  reeoni- 
niendeil.      Onion  sets  little  [)lanted. 

Parsley.       I, it  tie  ifrown. 

I'eppers.  S(juasli  and  Sweet  l'e])pers  lia\c 
a  f^ood  market. 

I'eas.  ("lianipion.  Stratagem,  'I'elepJKiiie. 
I'!arl_\-,  late,  and  wrinkled  kinds  sell  I csl. 

Potatoes.  (ireen  Mountain.  \\  li  i  t  e 
skinned  kinds  sell  best. 

Radishes.  Little  sale  for  outdici'  grown. 
exeept  Jew  Radish. 

Rhid)arh.  Little  sale  unless  grown  under 
glass. 

Salsify.      Market  fair  for  .small   quantities. 

Sj)inaeh.  An  early  crop  before  or  late  to 
follow  other  eroi)s. 

Sc(uash.  Summer  Crookneek  for  summer, 
for  winter  Hubbard  and  Warren's  Ilyi)rid 
Warted,  the  la.st  not  as  good  a  keeper.  Mar- 
ket usually  good.  Be.st  color  and  quality  in 
rieh  soil. 

Tomato.  Stone  and  .\hit(hless  for  general 
crop;  Chalk's  Early,  Jewell,  and  Eariiana  for 
early  crop.  Sells  by  pound  or  bushel  of 
sixty  to  se\-enty  jjounds.  f^xtreme  jjriees  are 
40  eents  to  $;5  per  bushel. 

Turnip.  Rutabagas  have  good  market. 
White  Turnips  are  often  sown  with  grass 
and  pulled  if  price  warrants  it. 

Horseradish  has  good  market. 

Strawberries  usually  have  good  market,  and 
bring  about  10  eents  a  (piart.  Abington  and 
Sami)le  refommeuded  for  hea\y  soils. 

Raspberries  (Red)  are  fairly  jjrofitable  and 
easily  sold.      Blacks  not  easily  sold. 

Blackberries  are  a  fairly  profitable  crop. 

Currants  seem  un])oi)ular  for  Billerica 
farm(>rs. 

Cherries.  Montmorency,  the  Standard; 
Early  Richmond  and  Reine  Hortense  good. 
\o  scale  or  disease;  ten-year  trees  should 
yield  twenty  quarts  to  net  8  cents  a  quart. 


Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

{Continued  from  June  Issue) 

^Ir.  Dexter  left  to  obtain  an  "order" 
for  the  captain  to  take  the  hidie.s.  a.s 
he  had  .said  to  Mr.  Dexter,  "^Nlajor 
Cumniings  will  tell  you  to  take  your 
ladie.s  off,  and  if  you  ai-en't  back  in  ten 
minute.s  I  .shall  put  them  on  shore." 


When  Mr.  Dexler  re'iurned  with  the 
"order"  there  was  nothinji'  more  to  be 
said,  and  I  he  ladies  remained. 

(.\,  K.  F.)  "About  three  (/clock 
we  steamed  down  the  harbor.  .  .  . 
Al)out  sundown  we  found  the  steamer 
had  fast(Mied  to  the  pier  at  Fort  Carroll 
and  upon  in(|uiry  found  thai  we  were 
oidy  seven  miles  below  the  city,  where 
we  w(M-c  to  remain  moored  for  IIk^ 
niyht.  .  .  .  In  the  e\ening' the  captain 
came  into  the  cabin  and  gax'c  us  some 
of  his  experiences  diu'ing'  the  war. 
Some  few  months  since  one  of  the 
Federal  lieutenants  under  General 
Birney  was  recruiting  for  l)lack  troops 
on  Southron's  jilantation,  when  the 
owner  shot  him  and  the  cai)tain  said 
he  came  very  near  shooting  Southron, 
but  a  miss  was  as  good  as  a  mile;  he 
did  not  do  it." 

There  were  no  staterooms  on  the 
Cecil  and  all  took  what  re.st  ihey  could 
in  the  cabin.  The  ladies  opened  their 
chest  and  took  out  their  army  blankets 
and  a  tin  basin. 

(A.  R.  F.)  "At  half  past  six  we 
left  the  mooring  at  Fort  Carroll  to 
proceed  towards  Benedict.  One  hour's 
advance,  making  us  about  fifteen 
miles  from  the  city,  and  we  stopped. 
The  captain  informed  us  that  the  force 
pump  had  given  out  and  back  to  the 
city  we  must  go  for  repairs.  .  .  .  About 
twelve  o'clock  we  re-arrived  in  lialti- 
more.  " 

The  ladies  went  to  the  Howard 
House,  where  they  were  obliged  to 
sj)end  Sunday.  Morning  and  exening 
they  went  to  the  Cnitarian  church  and 
heard  good  sermons  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Morrison,  of  Milton,  Ma.ss.  One  of 
the  ladies  said,  "We  found  a  small 
Sunday  .school,  small'M-  than  ours,  and 
but  one  man  in  it." 

In  the  afternoon  they  visited  the 
hospital.  (A.  R.  F.)  '  "We  found 
one  man  from  Xew  York  who  said 
there  were  but  two  states  that  seemed 
to  care  for  their  soldiers;  these  were 
Massachusetts  and  Michigan.  He  had 
been  in  a  hospital  at  Washington.  He 
.said,  '  There    everv  week    vour   state 
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agent  visited  us.'  It  was  gratifying 
to  hear  the  ])raises  of  our  own  state. 
When  we  told  Mr.  Dexter  he  said. 
'Three  cheers  for  old  jMassachusetts, ' 
yet  we  wished  that  all  the  states  were 
Massachusetts  in  everything  good  and 
noble.   .   .   . 

"  We  have  an  invoice  of  the  things 
sent  out  the  Saturday  before  we  left. 
Our  barrel  is  noted,  also  two  from 
Jamaica  Plain  for  Miss  Brigham. 

"  A  barrel  from  Newbury  port  is 
sent.  Each  article  of  its  contents  is 
enumerated,  and  we  are  told  that 
everything  is  clean,  and  was  put  into 
the  barrel  by  two  ladies  who  twenty 
years  before  left  a  pro-slarerj/  church/^ 

(E.  A.  R.)  "I  find  by  the  invoice 
of  things  sent  out  by  the  commission 
a  thousand  needles,  thread,  several 
pieces  of  flannel,  etc.,  so  I  supj)ose  we 
shall  find  a  plenty  of  women  and 
children.  I  intend  to  send  for  the 
barrel  as  soon  as  possil^le  after  our 
arrival."  The  reading  of  this  invoice 
was  one  of  the  little  episodes  during 
our  trip  down  the  harbor. 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Mr.  Dexter  has  called 
upon  Ivieutenant  Col.  Chesborough, 
and  he  confesses  he  has  been  very 
remiss  in  his  duty.  Instead  of  at- 
tending to  the  matter  of  our  going  to 
Benedict  as  he  ought,  he  forgot  all 
about  it.  If  he  had  used  his  influence 
the  first  steamer  might  have  been 
detained  for  us.  It  is  too  bad  that 
through  neglect  of  any  officer  all  this 
delay  and  expense  has  been  necessary." 

-Monday  forenoon  Mr.  Dexter  sj)ent 
in  search  of  a  transport.  He  found 
the  steamer  Wairasett.  The  ladies 
went  on  board  at  two  o'clock,  but  the 
steamer  did  not  leave  until  i^^^(^ 
Tuesday  morning.  There  were  no 
sleei)ing  accommodations  on  this  boat. 

(A.  R.  F.)  "We  have  learned  from 
our  pilot  that  the  boat  we  missed  on 
Friday,  through  Colonel  Chesl)orough's 
negligence,  did  not  reach  Benedict 
until  Sunday.  We  iiaxc  never  for 
one  moment  doubted  the  J'rovidence 
that  guided  our  steps,  for  we  f(>lt  that 
we  all  had  done  what  we  could  to  make 


our  path  straight,  and  if  it  had  seeming 
crooks  it  was  surely  best,  though  we 
could  not  see  why  it  was  not  best  to 
go,  as  we  so  much  wished,  on  Friday's 
boat.   ... 

*Tf  anyone  at  home  imagines  we  are 
undergoing  a  species  of  martyrdom, 
please  inform  them  that  we  all  think 
no  j)arty  of  summer  tourists  going 
forth  simply  for  enjoyment  ever  found 
any  more  satisfaction  in  a  week's 
tra\'el  than  we  have." 

A  little  after  ten  o'clock  the  next 
day  they  entered  the  mouth  of  the 
Patuxent  River,  and  somewhat  after 
midday  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  20, 
1864,  they  reached  the  wharf  at 
Benedict,  one  week  from  the  time  they 
left  Boston. 

(A.  R.  F.)  "General  Birney  pre- 
sented himself  in  the  steamboat  saloon. 
His  appearance  is  decidedly  pre- 
possessing. After  a  few  words  he 
said.  'An  ambulance  shall  come  for 
you  soon.'  The  ambulance  reminded 
me  of  the  pictures  in  the  old  Malt 
Brun's  Geogra})hy  of  the  wagons  in 
which  families  emigrated  to  the  AVest. 

"Well,  into  the  aml)ulance  we  gath- 
ered ourselves  and  through  the  deep 
mud  over  a  corduroy  road  a  black  boy 
whi{)ped  two  lank  horses  for  more  than 
half  a  mile  until  on  a  high  hill  we  were 
landed  at  the  (leneral's  head(|uarters 
and  house  combined.  It  commands  a 
view  of  the  camj)  and  harbor  and  a  fine 
\iew  it  is.  The  door  through  which  we 
entered  led  into  the  keej)ing  room. 
At  the  door  stood  Mrs.  Birney  with  a 
very  cordial  welcome." 

(E.  R.)  "The  house  was  formerly 
the  residence  of  one  of  the  wealthiest 
of  the  planters  in  this  section,  but  such 
a  house!  There  are  two  good -sized 
rooms  on  the  lower  floor.  One  of 
these  is  the  (ieneral's  reception  room 
and  office;  the  other,  the  cooking  room, 
dining-room  and  room  general;  from 
this  an  oi)en  staircase  conducts  to  the 
two  chambers  above.  One  of  these 
Mrs.  Birney  has  generously  given  to 
the  five  ladies  and  taken  all  her  family 
into  the  other,  comprising  the  Cicneral, 
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liis  wife  and  five  children.  What 
vohiuies  this  speaks  for  Mrs.  Birney's 
interest  in  the  cause!  .   .   . 

"■Imagine  our  room,  twelve  by  four- 
teen, with  a  wall  about  seven  feet  on 
one  side,  sloping  down  to  four  on  the 
other,  with  four  French  windows,  a 
pane  of  glass  out  of  one,  and  fine 
ventilation  everywhere.  As  a  com- 
pensating luxury  we  have  an  open 
fireplace  with  as  much  wood  as  we 
want.  Mrs.  Birney  has  given  us 
dinner  and  tea,  but  to-morrow  we 
must  take  care  of  ourselves.  Few 
women  could  live  as  she  does." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Jan.  20,  1864.  Day  of 
arrival.  Mrs.  Birney  has  invited  us 
down  to  dinner.  .  .  .  When  the  Gen- 
eral appeared,  his  wife  informed  him 
that  a  woman  and  child  had  come  in 
and  were  in  the  other  kitchen  to  see 
him.  He  says  he  has  no  authority 
to  do  anything  for  these  contrabands, 
and  yet  they  need  so  much  aid.  There 
is  a  collection  of  them  some  little  dis- 
tance from  here,  and  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  clothed  they  are  to  be  sent 
either  to  Butler  (who,  he  says,  does 
all  he  can)  or  to  Washington.  The 
general  says  everything  is  needed, 
but  Eliza  will  investigate  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  is  against  the  law  of 
Maryland  to  harbor  these  fugitives. 
...  It  seems  the  general  is  a  thor- 
oughgoing abolitionist  and  is  doing 
upon  principle  all  he  can  to  elevate 
the  black  race.  He  says  we  shall 
find  men  so  eager  to  learn,  that  teach 
them  a  little  of  reading  and  spelling 
and  it  will  spread  like  fire.   .   .   . 

"When  we  assembled  at  the  tea- 
board  two  pretty  boys  repeated  thanks 
in  unison,  while  their  father,  the 
General,  joined  in  the  *Amen.'  .  .  . 
]\Ir.  Higginson  called  to  take  us  to  see 
our  *barn  schoolhouse.' 

"He  is  a  little  thick-set  man,  brim- 
ming over  with  life  like  a  boy,  yet 
thoroughly  manly.  He  took  us  first 
to  a  tent  of  colored  sergeants,  whom  he 
was  teaching  to  read.  Mr.  Higginson 
said,  "I  wish  you  would  go  and  hear 
anv  of  the  men  read.'     The  first  one 


I  went  to  read  me  three  sentences  like 
this.  'Ciod  sees  and  hears  what  I  do 
and  say.'  .   .   . 

"While  I  was  talking  to  the  next 
man  (I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the 
pleased  expression  of  their  faces), 
suddenly  Mr.  Higginson  said,  'Let  us 
repeat  the  Lord's  j)rayer.'  As  soon 
as  this  was  ended  we  went  out  and 
I  found  it  was  the  drum  beat  for  '  roll- 
call'  that  so  suddenly  terminated  our 
school.  Then  we  visited  the  great 
barn  which  was  formerl\'  a  j)lace  for 
packing  tobacco.   .   .  . 

"The  General  says  he  leaves  the 
management  of  the  school  to  us,  and 
Mr.  Higginson  is  the  leader.  He  is  wide- 
awake in  the  matter  and  one  can  see  he 
is  bending  his  whole  energy  to  the  work. 

"Mr.  Storrow  Higginson,  nephew  of 
Col.  T.  W.  Higginson,  has  been  to 
see  us.  He  is  full  of  zeal  in  his  work. 
We  went  down  to  his  school  in  a  tent 
this  evening.  It«'was  a  novel  sight. 
We  are  tired  enough  to  sleep  on  our 
boards  to-night.  To-morrow  we  can 
have  our  straw  beds. 

"Jan.  21st.  We  have  had  an  im- 
mense barn,  formerly  used  as  a  to- 
bacco press,  fitted  up  for  us  to-day 
for  a  schoolroom  in  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  collect  five  hundred  men  at 
a  time.   ... 

"We  have  a  little  outhouse  assigned 
us  for  cooking  and  eating.  It  has  an 
immense  fireplace  but  not  even  a  win- 
dow. That  we  are  to  have  put  in,  but 
until  our  barrels  arrive,  our  cooking, 
eating,  sleeping  and  drinking  are  all 
done  in  one  room.  We  form  a  rich 
scene  for  a  i)ainter." 

(E.  A.  R.)  "The  second  day  after 
our  arrival  we  drew  our  rations  —  a 
whole  leg  and  roasting  piece  of  beef, 
a  box  of  hardtack,  enough  for  two 
months,  I  should  think;  four  candles, 
rice,  good  white  sugar,  tea  and  coffee. 
These  are  put  in  an  outer  room  which 
is  to  be  our  kitchen.  We  have  thus 
far  lived  in  our  room  entirely,  and  it 
has  been  like  camping  out  all  the  time, 
'only  more  so.' 

{To  be  continued) 


12 


BiLLERICA 


Boston  Rouil 
High  Street 
Sheldon  Street 
Oak  Street 
Billerica  Avenue 
Mt.  Pleasant  St. 
Lowell  Road 
Pollard  Street 
Rogers  Street 
Call  Street 
Chelmsford  Roa. 
RungeHay  Road 


Winning  Street 
Bridge  Street 
Salem  Road 
Andover  Road 
Pond  Street 


Baldwin  Street 
Patten  Street 
Brown  Street 
Whipple  Road 
Allen  Road 
Concord  Road 
Lexington  Road 
Manning  Road 
Wvman  Road 
Xafihua  Road 
Sullivan  Street 


River  Street 
Wehb  Brook  Rd. 
Floyd  Street 
Spring  Street 
Dudley  Road 
West  Street 
Cook  Street 
Sprague  Street 
Charnstaff  Lane 
Foster  Road 
Burlington  Road 


LE(;enu 

Contours  at  -ii 

ft.  intervals.      The 
hundred  foot  lines 
shown  hea\'ier. 
•'-+-'-+ Steam  R.  R.  and 
Trolley  lines.      Trolley 
lines  shown  lighter. 

Roads.  Abandoned 
roads  shown  lighter  and 
numbered  in  circle. 

Bii-LERic.\,  M.\ss.,  Contour  Map  with  Roads  of  the  1800  Period  and  some  Abandoned  Roads. 

Note.     The  contours  at   20  ft.  intervals  are  shore  lines  that   water   would  make  if  raised   20  ft.  at  a  time 
from  100  ft.  above  sea  level  of  Concord  River  valley  to  the  highest  point  of  320  ft.  on  Gilson  Hill 
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Alexander  Street 

Maple  Avenue 
Middlesex  Turnpike 
Allen  Road 
Sheldons  Folly  Rd. 
Old  Xarrow  Gauge 
R.  R. 

VBANDOXED  KDS. 
Nos.  IN  Circles 


This  contour  map  shows  the  shape 
of  the  town  surface,  and  as  this  con- 
tour has  and  will  determine  the  main 
town  plan  features  it  is  the  most  im- 
portant map  of  the  series.  In  studying 
the  main  roads  and  some  abandoned 
roads  on  tlie  plan,  ob.serve  that  contour 
lines  are  close  together  on  steep  lands 
and  far  apart  in  broad  valleys.  The 
old  turnpike  engineers  assumed  that 
an  air  line  Avas  the  most  direct  line 
between  two  points.  They  failed  to 
observe  that  it  was  steep  over  an  erect 
pail  bail  and  level  when  this  bail  lay 
on  the  pail's  rim,  the  tiistance  being  the 
same. 

The  steep  j)art  of  Salem  Road  over 


Fox  Hill  was  abandoned*  when  the 
easier  line  to  the  north  was  opened. 
The  Turn])ike  west  of  the  Concord 
River  straight  over  steep  hills  was 
abandoned  in  favor  of  Aery  crooked 
but  more  level  roads,  as  have  been 
other  roads  in  town. 

Some  of  these  abandoned  roads  had 
20  per  cent  grades,  that  is,  1-foot  climb 
in  every  5  feet  long.  Engineers  now 
strive  for  1-foot  climb  in  20  feet  long, 
viz.,  5  per  cent.  The  town  should  never 
accept  roads  over  6  loer  cent  on  any 
part  of  a  road,  for  it  is  the  steepest 
grade  that  determines  the  possible 
load,  not  the  average  grade. 
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THE   BILLERICA   DAY-BOOK 

July 

.3.  Asa  John  Patten  Circle  Ladies  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Sarah  L. 
Murphy. 

Son  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Timothy 
Harrington  of  North  Billerica. 

Abner  Hobbs  and  Clara  Rose  of 
West  Billerica  united  in  marriage  by  Rev. 
Lyman  V.   Rutledge. 

10.  Meeting  of  the  Rowell  Girls  at  the 
home  of  Miss  Lillie  Bottomley. 

Town  Finance  Committee  for  1912 
organized.  Frederick  S.  Clark,  Chairman, 
Herbert  A.  King,  Secretary. 

13.  Second  meeting  of  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  discuss  articles  of  Town  Warrant. 

Lawn  party  of  Unitarian  Sunday 
school  at  Billerica  Center. 

Lawn  party  given  by  T.  R.  and  T. 
baseball  club  at  North  Billerica. 

Franklin  Fuller  elected  president  of  the 
Mail  Carriers'  Association  of  Massachusetts. 

15.     Special  Town  Meeting. 

24.  Union  Sunday  school  picnic  at 
Revere  Beach. 

27.     Special  meeting  of  Historical  Society. 

29.  Special  town  meeting.  (Adjourned 
from  July  15.) 

Board  of  Assessors  announce  a  tax  rate  of 
$17  per  thousand  for  1912.  (The  rate  for 
1911  was  $16.20;  1910,  $16.50;  and  1909, 
$17.60.) 


At  the  special  town  meeting  held  July  15, 
the  Selectmen  were  authorized  to  petition  the 
Legislature  relative  to  the  manner  of  holding 
the  annual  town  meeting  in  order  tha;t  the 
old  custom  of  electing  town  officers  and  act- 
ing on  the  articles  of  the  town  warrant  in 
I  lie  same  day  might  be  restored.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  the  stone 
crusher  was  instructed  to  report  at  another 
meeting. 

The  Water  Commission  was  authorized 
to  make  extensions  needed  to  supply  the 
Boston  and  Maine  shops.  The  5  per  cent 
guarantee  required  of  water  takers  along  the 
line  of  water  main  extensions  was  removed  by 
vote  of  42  to  38.  Mr.  King  states  that  this 
vote  is  not  retroactive  and  does  not  affect 
the  vote  of  July  24,  1911,  to  extend  the  water 
main  down  Concord  Road  to  the  Bedford 
line  on  Spring  Street  to  the  house  of  C.  H. 
Welch,  on  Boston  Road,  to  the  house  of  H.  W. 
Essex,  and  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Dodge. 
Oct.  23,  1911,  motion  to  rescind  the  6  per  cent 
guarantee  was  lost,  100  to  169.  At  the  annual 
meeting,  March,  1912,  the  6  per  cent  guar- 
antee was  reduced  to  5  per  cent,  and  limited  to 
ten  years  by  a  vote  of  168  to  75,  this  being 
taken  before  the  vote  to  appropriate  money  to 
extend  the  main  to  the  house  of  W.  H.  Man- 
ning. The  vote  to  require  a  6  per  cent  guar- 
antee was  made  March  10,  1910. 

Voted,  to  borrow  $1,500  for  one  year  to  be 
used  in  highway  repairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frederick  S.  Clark  it 
was  voted  "that  the  town  accept  from  Mrs. 
Lillian  V.  Kohlrausch,  in  memory  of  her 
husband,  the  late  Charles  H.  Kohlrausch,  Jr., 
a  drinking  fountain  to  be  located  on  the 
triangular  lot  of  land  at  the  northerly  end 
of  the  Common  in  Billerica  Center.  In  ac- 
cepting this  gift  the  town  hereby  records  its 
appreciation  of  the  public  spirit  and  gener- 
osity of  its  donor,  and  its  gratification  in 
having  a  memorial  of  a  man  who  was  so  long 
and  ably  identified  with  its  affairs."  Charles 
H.  Williams,  Thomas  F.  Sheridan,  and  Her- 
bert A.  King  were  appointed  as  a  committee 
to  draft  resolutions  relative  to  the  long  and 
faithful  service  of  the  late  Mr.  Kohlrausch. 

INIeasures  acted  on  in  the  adjourned  meet- 
ing of  July  29  are  given  in  the  Fordway 
Bridge  article,  which  follows. 

THE   FORDWAY   BRIDGE 

Nov.  13,  1911,  the  County  Commissioners 
and  the  Bay  State  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany had  a  hearing  with  the  Selectmen.  Plans 
of  J.  R.  Worcester  of  Boston  were  shown  for  a 
bridge  to  be  36  feet  wide,  with  single  electric 
track  to  cost  $16,300.  The  Railway  Com- 
pany agreed  at  a  later  meeting  to  pay  one- 
third  of  the  cost  of  a  bridge  to  be  45  feet  10 
inches  wide,  20  feet  of  macadam,  6-foot  side- 
walk, and  double  car  tracks,  costing  $21,300. 
Final  hearing  was  held  May  6,  and  on  June  12 
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the  County  Commissioners  decreed  that  the 
county  should  pay  one-third  the  cost,  pro- 
vided it  be  not  over  $21,300,  and  in  tlie  event 
of  <;reater  expense  $7,100  and  no  more.  Later 
estimates  of  the  cost  of  construction  were 
much  over  the  stated  $21,300,  hence  the 
town,  at  the  special  meeting  held  July  29, 
voted  to  borrow  $!),000  to  meet  the  expense, 
so  far  as  it  would  go,  of  building  the  Fordway 
Bridge,  and  the  Selectmen  were  authorized 
to  enter  into  a  written  agreement  in  the  name 
of  the  town  with  the  Bay  State  Street  Rail- 
way Company  for  an  equal  division  between 
the  town  and  the  company  of  so  much  of  the 
expense  of  building  a  new  bridge  as  is  not 
borne  by  Middlesex  County.  The  selectmen 
were  also  appointed  to  constitute  a  building 
committee.  The  unexpended  Fordway 
Bridge  appropriation,  $58.3.80,  is  to  be  used 
for  the  new  bridge.  Immediately  after  the 
town  meeting  the  building  committee  met 
and  decided  to  instruct  Engineer  J.  R. 
Worcester  to  prepare  the  contract  between 
the  lowest  bidder  and  the  building  committee. 
The  contract  is  now  signed  and  the  engineer 
states  that  the  total  cost  will  be  approxi- 
mately $25,000.  The  bridge  is  to  be  a  six- 
arched  reinforced  concrete  structure  of  simple 
design. 

11  IB   SI 

WHAT    BILLERICA    WO^IEN 
HAVE  DONE 

Mary  R.  Eames 

(Written  for  the  Nineteen  Hundred  Club, 
April,  1912.) 

In  the  early  days  of  the  .setthng  of 
the  town,  woman's  activity  was  not 
considered  so  important  as  it  is  to- 
day, and  the  old  records  have  little 
to  say  concerning  it.  The  History  of 
Billcrica  contains  several  interesting 
facts  worthy  of  mention. 

At  the  time  of  the  Indian  assaidt 
on  Billerica  in  1692  the  following  in- 
cident is  reported:  ''During  a  j^eriod 
of  alarm  the  family  of  Col.  John  Lane 
was  left  with  only  one  man  on  guard. 
A  certain  stiinrp  excited  the  suspicion 
of  his  daughter  Mary,  as  she  looked 
out  of  the  window,  and  she  called  upon 
the  man  to  shoot  at  it.  He  declined 
and  laughed  at  her  apprehension.  At 
last  she  told  him  if  he  would  not 
shoot  she  would  lake  the  gun  and  do 
it  herself.  This  she  did  and  the 
stinnp  rolled  over  a  dead  Indian." 

Diu-ing   the   same   year   a   Billerica 


woman,  "Mrs.  ^lartin  Carrier,  be- 
came one  of  the  most  notable  sufferers 
charged  with  the  witchcraft  super- 
stition." 

"The  employment  of  school  'dames' 
is  mentioned  as  early  as  1680,  and  in 
1718  John  Hart  well's  wife  had  to  leave 
to  keep  a  school  to  'instruct  children 
to  read,'  but  it  is  not  clear  to  what 
extent  females  were  thus  employed, 
and  it  is  only  within  a  few  years  that 
most  of  the  schools  have  passed  into 
their  hands." 

"A  census  of  Massachusetts  taken 
in  1754  shows  that  Billerica  had 
eight  slaves  —  five  of  which  were 
women." 

In  1880  the  names  of  twenty  women 
were  registered  to  vote  for  school 
committee. 

Billerica  has  been  most  fortunate 
in  being  the  home  of  many /generous 
women  who  have  left  money  toj'pro- 
mote  the  welfare  of  the  town.  The 
"Bowers  Fund,"  bequeathed  by  the 
Misses  Mary  and  Fannie  Bowers, 
provides  comforts  for  the  poor  and 
needy. 

"Mrs.  Clarissa  Osborn  gave  her 
strawberry  bed  for  the  site  of  our 
present  library,  and  to  the  generous 
munificence  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett 
we  owe  the  library  1  earing  her  name. 
Her  daughters,  Mrs.  Ellen  Holden  and 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Warren,  hel])ed  to 
furnish  the  building  and  supply  the 
books."  In  189-1-,  at  an  expense  of 
not  less  than  four  thousand  dollars, 
Mrs.  Holden  and  Mrs.  Warren  re- 
modeled the  Hlirary,  adding  the  room 
now  containing  the  library  books. 
They  also  erected  new  book  sheh'es, 
and  fitted  u])  the  room  attractively. 
The  building  was  enlarged  in  order 
to  give  the  Historical  Society  room  for 
their  collection.  Later  the  will  of 
Mrs.  Sawyer  ])rovided  money,  some 
of  which  already  has  been  spent,  for 
library  books. 

The  chiu'ches  of  the  town  have  been 
well  remembered.  The  Haptisl  Cliui'ch 
at  the  Center  receivetl  becjuests  from 
Miss   Priscilla   Bowers,   Mrs.    Martha 
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White,  Mrs.  ("juler,  and  Mrs.  Emily 
Farwell.  Miss  Lucinda  Manning  left 
her  home,  now  the  Manning  Manse, 
for  the  support  of  ))ul)lie  worship  and 
religious  instruetion  at  the  North,  to 
be  eonducted  by  teachers  of  Baptist, 
^lethodist,  or  Orthodox  Christians. 
The  Baptist  Church  was  the  first  to 
be  organized  in  that  part  of  the  town, 
so  the  property  went  to  them.  The 
church  also  received  money  from  Mrs. 
Emily  Farwell,  and  through  the  in- 
fluence of  Mrs.  Cyrus  Ham,  her  uncle, 
Mr.  Joseph  Stearns,  generously  re- 
membered the  church.  The  Rowell 
girls,  a  class  of  young  women  in  the 
society,  have  recently  placed  a  memo- 
rial window  in  that  l^uilding. 

At  the  Unitarian  Church  there  are 
the  Al)by  L.  Faulkner  and  the  Betsy 
Cowdrey  Funds  for  the  use  of  the 
Sunday  school.  The  two  pianos  were 
presented  by  Mrs.  Bennett  and  Mrs. 
Luther  P'aulkner.  Two  of  the  memo- 
rial tablets  in  the  auditorium  were 
]ilace(^l  there  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Talbot, 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Bennett,  JNIiss  Lois 
Faulkner, and  Mrs.  ( iitherine Faulkner, 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Talbot  gave  money 
for  funds,  the  interest  of  which  is 
used  for  church  ])urposes.  Mrs.  Tal- 
bot and  Mrs.  Warren  also  remem- 
bered the  American  Unitarian  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  drinking  fountain  at  the  North 
was  presentefl  to  the  town  by  Mrs. 
Isabella  Talbot,  who  transferred  the 
old  stone  trough  to  corner  of  Boston 
and  Chelmsford  Boad. 

Many  cemetery  funds  have  been 
bequeathed  l)y  IJillerica  women.  Miss 
Abby  L.  Faulkner  gave  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  for  the  North  Cemetery.  Three 
hundred  doMars  of  this  was  expended, 
and  the  interest  on  the  remaining 
twehe  hiindre<l  is  used  towards  im- 
])roving  the  a])pearaiice  of  the  ceme- 
tery. 

In  1S87  Miss  Faulkner  gave  five 
thousand  dollars  to  thellowe  Sdiool  in 
memory  of  her  father  and  mother. 

The  women  of  Billerica  have  also 
been   interested  in  all  benevolent  ob- 


jects and  have  done  much  to  broaden 
the  life  of  the  town. 

Before  the  days  of  our  public  library 
the  Ladies'  Sewing  Society  carried  on  a 
small  library.  Feeling  the  need  of  a 
Sunday  school  in  the  North  Village, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Talbot  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
D.  Gould  in  1857  decided  to  leave 
their  own  churches  and  Sunday  schools 
to  establish  such  a  school  in  the  old 
Middlesex  Hall.  Four  women  of  the 
village  came  in  to  assist  in  teaching. 

Five  nationalities  were  included  in 
its  membership,  English,  Irish,  Scotch, 
German,  and  American.  This  school 
was  carried  on  successfully  for  ten 
years  until  the  Baptist  Society  was 
formed,  when  the  two  were  united. 
In  1907  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
opening  of  the  Sunday  school  was  ob- 
served with  fitting  ceremonies. 

For  se\'eral  winters  Miss  Eliza  Ann 
Rogers  had  an  evening  school  at  her 
home  for  boys  who  worked  in  the  mill. 

"x\t  the  time  of  our  Civil  War  the 
ladies  of  Billerica  held  meetings,  made 
garments  for  the  soldiers,  knitted 
stockings,  raised  money,  and  did  what 
the  women  all  over  the  land  did  so 
nobly." 

Volunteers  were  called  for  to  go 
South  to  work  among  the  liberated 
slaves.  Three  Billerica  women  — ^Miss 
Eliza  Rogers,  Miss  Anne  Faulkner,  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  Rogers — and  two  ladies 
from  Concord  responded  to  the  a{)i)eal. 
They  were  assigned  to  Benedict,  Alary- 
land,  to  teach  the  colored  soldiers  in 
Cieneral  William  Birney's  regiment, 
while  they  were  being  drilled  for  ser- 
vice. (Extracts  from  the  Journal  of 
the  three  Billerica  women  giving  the 
details  of  their  experiences  are  being 
published  serially  in  Billerica..) 

The  Kindergarten  at  North  Billerica 
was  established  in  18!)7  by  the  Misses 
Anne,  Emily,  and  Abby  Faulkner 
The  school  is  supi)orted  l)y  funds  from 
their  estates,  and  Miss  Harriet  Rogers 
is  the  executive  head  of  the  school 

Mrs.  Calvin  Rogers,  during  her  long 
life  of  nintey-five  years,  was  continua- 
ally  doing  good,  and  many  were  the 
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gjinnents  sent  by  her  to  I  he  |)()()r  and 
needy.  Her  ilanghter.  Mrs.  (louhl, 
still  eontinnes  the  good  work. 

Some  years  ago  Mrs.  (Jould,  an- 
noyed by  the  unattraetive  appearance 
of  Carlton  Street  leading  to  the  rail- 
road station  at  North  Billeriea,  raised 
money  to  set  ont  the  trees  now  growing 
on  that  street. 

{To  be  conlinued) 


Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

(Synopsis  of  previous  chapters.) 
The  tliree  women,  Misses  Eliza  A.  Rogers, 
Anne  R.  Faullcner,  and  Elizabetli  Rogers, 
responded  to  tlae  call  of  the  Freedmen's 
Bureau,  and  went  South  January  13,  1864,  to 
teach  colored  men.  They  were  first  received 
at  Benedict,  Md.,  by  General  Birney,  who 
kept  them  at  his  own  headquarters  until 
other  provision  could  be  made.  Janiiary  21 
they  were  assigned  to  their  new  quarters, 
which  E.  A.  R.  is  now  describing. 

{Continued  from  July  Issue) 
(E.  R.)  "Jan.  22d.  We  started 
out  directly  after  breakfast.  The 
morning  was  lovely,  very  much  like 
ours  in  April.  The  scene  before  us  I 
could  not  describe.  We  stood  be- 
neath the  Flag  which  has  a  significance 
here  it  never  had  before:  below  us 
lay  the  camp,  the  7th,  9th,  and  19th 
Regiments,  separated  from  each  other 
l)y  a  little  distance,  and  the  blue  smoke 
arising  from  each  white  tent,  arovmd 
which  evergreens  are  tastefully  planted, 
and  on  the  broad  plain  beyond,  be- 
tween the  cam{)  and  the  wharf  of 
Benedict  proper,  were  squads  of  sol- 
diers performing  morning  drill;  their 
bayonets  glistening  in  the  suidight, 
and  still  farther  on  was  the  l)lue  water 
of  the  Patuxent  River.  It  was  a 
lovely  view.   .   .   . 

"Our  school  met  from  ten  to  twelve. 
Such  eagerness  to  learn  you  can  hardly 
understand,  nor  the  surprising  facility 
of  some.  They  come  in  l)y  companies, 
many  of  them  fine-looking  men,  but 
it  is  so  sad  to  think  of  their  condition. 


"After  school  Anne  Eliza  and  Miss 
Brigham  went  in  an  ambulance  to  the 
Southron  j)lantation.  where  are  the 
women  and  children  whom  General 
Birney  is  anxious  to  get  clothed  and 
sent  to  General  Butler." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "The  object  of  our 
going  is  to  see  and  number  the  slaves 
on  the  place  and  find  out  what  they 
need  before  we  'confiscate'  them.  I 
little  thought  I  should  have  the  like 
opportunity  of  visiting  a  large  plan- 
tation.  .   .   . 

"I  cannot  tell  the  number  of  acres, 
but  we  rode  miles  after  we  entered 
upon  it.  [xA.t  the  two  farms]  we  found 
enough  to  number  upward  of  sixty, 
beside  fourteen  'contrabands,'  as  the 
negroes  themselves  called  those  from 
other  estates.  Many  of  the  slaves  have 
already  gone  and  these  are  all  looking 
to  the  General  for  deliverance.    .    .    . 

"The  grown-up  people  were  toler- 
ably dressed,  but  the  children  very 
ragged.  (If  the  little  coats  from  Mrs. 
Sperry  were  only  here.)  " 

(E.  A.  R.)  "We  found  five  men, 
twenty-one  women,  thirty-six  children, 
besides  six  women,  six  small  children 
and  two  men,  who  were  friends  and 
relatives  of  Colonel  Southron's  slaves, 
and  wished  to  go  with  them.  It  was 
our  first  view  of  slave  life.  Imagine 
a  shed  of  one  room  with  no  window, 
but  instead  a  square  opening  which 
could  be  closed  by  a  sliding  board, 
leaving  the  room  dark.  The  chimney 
was  outside  at  the  end.  We  first  en- 
countered an  old  gray-headed  negro, 
quite  a  shrewd,  nice  j)erson.  His  wife 
was  spinning  rolls  of  her  own  carding, 
and  several  younger  women  were 
knitting  socks  and  mittens  which  they 
said  the  soldiers  would  buy.  Charles 
called  all  the  women  and  children 
together  who  were  \n  the  fpuirters 
there.  Then  starting  on  his  old  white 
pony  he  rode  to  the  lower  farm,  al)out 
two  miles  off,  to  call  the  people  to- 
gether there.  The  women  were  clean, 
though  their  clothes  were  very  old  and 
patched.  The  children  were  very 
destitute.     We  saw  one   baby,   three 
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days  old,  and  I  reall.v  shoidd  not  have 
known  it  was  not  a  white  child.  It 
was  dressed  in  a  dark  calico  dress  with 
checked  ninslin  sack,  tire  bound  with 
huff  and  a  white  muslin  cap.  It  looked 
(luaint  and  cunning.  The  father,  I 
was  told,  was  a  yellow  man.  They 
said  they  were  all  married  by  a  minister 
there,  and  it  was  very  seldom  that  one 
was  sold  off  the  plantation,  yet  they 
were  all  eager  to  go  oft"  and  be  free. 
Some  of  the  girls  about  sixteen  were 
regular  wild  Topsys." 

(E.  R.)  "We  had  school  from  six 
to  eight,  then  home  to  supper  and  all 
but  myself  to  bed.  It  is  past  mid- 
night and  I  must  close. 

"Jan.  23d.  Went  to  school  at 
eight  o'clock.  Should  have  enjoyed 
it  very  much  if  w^e  could  have  had 
books.  The  poor  fellows  seemed  so 
disappointed,  and  it  is  no  easy  task 
to  teach  a  hundred  men  from  two  or 
three  cards.  The  labor  in  itself  is 
exhausting,  and  the  consciousness  that 
one  must  leave  so  much  inidone  is  still 
more  so.   .   .   . 

"After  dinner  came  an  invitation 
from  Colonel  Armstrong  [later  the 
founder  of  the  Hampton  Institute]  to 
witness  dress  parade.  It  is  wonderful 
to  see  how  quickly  the  men  have 
learned  military  tactics.  They  made 
a  fine  apjjearance.  We  went  down  to 
school  at  six,  but  owing  to  a  mistake 
our  regiment  did  not  appear  and  we 
gave  our  attention  to  the  stragglers 
who  came  in,  which  was  very  satis- 
factory, as  one  could  more  easily  meet 
individual  needs.  One  fine-looking 
man  came  in,  a  sergeant.  I  found  he 
could  read  with  ease.  I  asked  him 
if  he  could  write.  'No,  miss,  but  I 
want  to  learn.'  I  wrote  his  name  and 
was  amazed  to  see  the  success  of  his 
first  attempt  to  copy  it.  He  stayed 
until  the  last  moment  and  when  he 
was  obliged  to  obey  the  roll  call  I 
gave  him  copies  to  })ractice.  He 
went  away  ha])py  enough.  He 
knew  notliing  of  figures,  l)ut  could 
calculate  very  readily  and  add  as 
quickly  as  I.  .   .   . 


"We  are  still  living  in  one  room,  and 
hope  to  do  differently  after  to-morrow. 
Colonel  Armstrong  has  volunteered  to 
remove  some  of  our  difficulties." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Jan.  23d.  The  village 
of  Benedict  before  the  war  had  regular 
steamboat  communication  with  various 
ports.  It  was  an  oyster  place  and  a 
port  for  the  export  of  tobacco.  The 
three  principal  Iniildings  of  the  village 
are  used  for  the  three  regiments  for 
hospitals. 

"Eliza,  Lizzie  and  I  visited  the  hos- 
pitals. I  wrote  a  letter  for  one  man. 
The  men  are  very  eager  to  hear  reading. 
I  asked  whether  they  liked  me  best 
to  read  a  story,  a  hymn,  or  the 
Bible.  They  all  gave  preference  to 
the  latter.  I  read  in  three  different 
rooms.  They  prefer  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. .  .  .  One  of  the  surgeons  re- 
marked that  he  would  rather  be 
among  the  black  than  the  white  sick 
men,  for  he  heard  not  a  word  of  vul- 
garity or  profanity  from  them  and 
they  were  very  patient. 

"One  incident  of  the  day  I  must  not 
forget.  As  we  were  passing  out  to  go 
to  the  hospital,  Mrs.  Birney  called  us 
in.  There  was  one  of  the  women  from 
the  Southron's  farm.  She  said  after 
we  left  Mrs.  Southron  asked  what 
those  women  were  there  for.  She 
would  like  to  know  if  women  were  in 
the  military.   .   .   . 

"She  told  the  slaves  she  would  not 
feed  them  longer  and  they  might  go 
when  they  pleased.  The  slave  woman 
is  fifty-one  years  old.  She  said  she 
had  never  thought  to  live  to  see  this 
day.  She  knew  it  would  come,  for 
the  Lord  had  promised  it,  but  she 
thought  not  in  her  day.  Outdoors 
on  the  log  sat  her  husband,  a  sort  of 
'  Uncle  Tom.'  I  asked  him  if  he  knew 
he  must  go  forth  to  suffer,  that  the 
peo])le  of  the  North  were  not  angels 
of  light.  'Yes,  miss,  as  the  children 
of  Israel  went  forth  through  troubles, 
.so  I  expect  to  go.  If  the  fetters  are 
off  my  hands  I  am  willing  to  suffer.'  " 

{To  be  continued) 
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Scale   1  iricb  =2.  rt7ilc  s 

Copxjri^Ht  I9I2.  tij\Varrer?H-y^ani7i»?y  l^V-r» 

liiLLEBicA,   Mass.,   Roads  Coxsthucted   and  Indicated   on  Subdivision  Plans  up  to  August,  1912. 
Note.     The  above  is  a  photographic  reduction  of  a  town  plan  that  is  being  made  on  a  scale  of  1000  ft.  to  the  inch. 


On  the  two  previous  plans  are  in- 
dicated town  localities,  roads  of  the 
1800  period,  and  the  surface  contour. 

This  ])lan  shows  both  town  and  sub- 
division plat  roads.  Information  re- 
garding these  plats  follows.  In  com- 
paring Billerica's  established  and 
accepted  roads  with  towns  of  similar 
population  and  soil  conditions,  the 
maintenance  costs  are  averaged  for 
1911-1912,  mileage  of  1893,  popula- 
tion  1905: 


Maintenance 

People 

Miles        per  M. 

Billerica, 

2.893 

57         $92.25 

Chemsford, 

3,984 

77          104.00 

E.  Bridgcwatcr 

3,025 

46          167.00 

Dracut, 

3,253 

50          116.00 

Holli.ston, 

2,598 

46            76.50 

Hopkinton, 

2,623 

60            65.00 

Wcstford, 

2,624 

81            66.00 

The  new  Billerica  subdivision 
plats  show  forty-four  miles  of  narrow 
new  roads.     If  these  roads  were  prop- 


erly constructed  on  suitable  grades 
so  they  could  be  accepted  by  the 
town  their  maintenance  at  the  above 
rate  ]:)er  mile  would  increase  the 
yearly  maintenance  part  of  the  appro- 
l)riation  from  about  $5,865  to  $8,811. 
Of  course,  all  this  cost  could  be  re- 
turned to  the  town  in  taxes  on  in- 
creased valuation  if  houses  should  be 
established  on  half  the  lots  that  are 
reported  as  sold  by  the  real-estate 
agents. 

The  town  has  accepted  the  1907 
Board  of  Survey  Acts,  requiring  owners 
to  submit  plans  of  roads  before  be- 
ginning constructions  to  the  Board 
of  Survey  who  are  to  advertise  a  pub- 
lic hearing  and  exhibit  i)lans,  and  who 
can  require  modifications  as  to  width, 
direction,  and  grade  of  street  before 
acceptance.  Unless  thus  accepted  new 
roads  can  have  no  public  utilities 
placetl   therein   or   public   work   done 
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thereon,  ^^'llen  accepted  no  damages 
can  be  collected  by  persons  for  build- 
ings or  improvements  made  on  such 
roadway  after  acceptance. 

The  recently  elected  Park  Com- 
mission have  the  authority  to  lay 
down  a  system  of  reservation  for  public 
recreation,  acquire  and  hold  land 
therefor,  and  improve  roads. 

The  County  Commissioners  have 
the  power  to  lay  out  or  alter  the  loca- 
tion of  or  discontinue  highways,  and 
will  act  upon  a  petition  of  a  town  or 
any  five  inhabitants  thereof  in  such 
matters. 


The  State  Highway  Commission 
locates,  constructs,  maintains,  and 
controls  State  highways.  It  directs 
the  expenditure  for  a  town's  road  con- 
struction of  any  amount  that  the  town 
may  appropriate  over  the  average 
road  cost  of  fixe  preceding  years. 
Such  excess  appropriations  are  doubled 
by  the  State,  which  may  also  maintain 
such  roads  and  charge  a  cost  of  not 
exceeding  $50  a  mile  to  the  town. 

Billerica  subdivisions  nearly  all  made 
since  1905.  Data  from  agents'state- 
ments  or  measured  from  their  plans 
bv  Alberto  C.  Emmons. 


— 

Name 

No.  of 

No.  of  lots 

Average 

Width  of 

\pprox 

Approx, 

Remarks 

lots 

sold 

size  of  lots 

road 

length 
of  road 

acreage 

A. 

Ranlett  Grove 

108 

about  65 

80  X  100 

20' 

9,97.5' 

47 

Sales  near  river  front. 

B. 

Riverhurst 

C. 

Indian  Knoll 
Terrace 

68 

about  38 

25  X  100 

iO' 

1,685' 

5| 

Sales  near  lake. 

D. 

Nutting's  Lake 
Park,  Plan  B 

251 

292 

25  X  115 

30' 

5,750' 

19 

D. 

Nutting's  Lake 
Park,  Plan  C 

423 

386 

25  X  100 

30' 

8,250' 

32 

E. 

Nutting's  Lake 
Park,  Plan  A 

775 

183 

25  X  100 

30' 

13,575' 

56 

Sales  along  and  near  lake 
first. 

F. 

Riverdale 

306 

about  180 

100 X  200 
or  nearly 
i  acre 

30'  and  40' 

24. 600' 

275 

Sales  along  Allan  &  Boston 
Roads  &  Shawsheen  R. 

G. 

Riverbank  Acres 

473 

about  95  or 
l-20th 

25  X  100 

40' 

7,380' 

33 

Sales  on  and  near  Boston 
Rd. 

H. 

Pinehurst  Annex 

303 

all  sold 

25  X  100 

30' 

6,810' 

30 

I. 

Riverbank  Terrace 

1,256 

about  125 
or  1-lOth 

25  X  100 

40' 

21,600' 

100 

Several  large  lots.  Sales 
are  scattered. 

.1. 

Pinedale  Park 

1,428 

all  but 
about  75 

25  X  100 

30'  and  40' 

25,837' 

104 

K. 

Pinehurst  Manor 

1,270 

all  but 
about  75 

25  X  100 

40' 

22,000' 

100 

L 

The  Pines 

1,156 

112 

25  X  100 

40' 

23,500' 

117 

Sales  scattered. 

.M 

Fox  Hill  Terrace 

1,108 

106 

25  X  100 

40' 

22,000' 

96 

Sales  near  old  Salem 
Rd.  and  Andover  St. 

N. 

Rivermere 

754 

134 

40  X  80 

40' 

17,770' 

65 1 

Sales  along  River  and 
Bridge  Rd. 

O. 

Concord  River 
Park 

73 

all  sold 

50  X  100 

40' 

2,12.5' 

r2i 

P. 

Concord  River 
Park  .^nncx 

150 

24 

40  X  80 

40' 

2,437' 

7 

Sales   on   or    near   Call  St. 

Q 

Hill.resl 

104 

43 

35  X  90  and 
50  X  100 

40' 

5,150' 

21.1 

Sales  on  and  near  High 
St. 

II. 

Lake  Si.lr  Park 

5 1 5 

202 

30  X  100 

40' 

13,115' 

51 

Of  849  lots  in  whole  sub- 
division 515  are  in  Biller- 
ica. Sales  near  R.  R.  and 
Pond  St. 

Total 

10,611 

4,!)I6 

30'  and  40' 

44JM. 

1,175 
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BILLERICA   DAY   BOOK 

August 

1.  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Bottomley  of 
North  Billerica,  and  Mr.  Rufus  D.  Kingsley  of 
Brookline,  were  united  in  marriage  by  Rev. 
N.  W.  Matthews  of  Lowell. 

Asa  Pollard  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  met  at 
North  Billerica.  Large  attendance  of  out-of- 
town  brethren  present. 

5.      Meeting  of  selectmen. 

7.  Meeting  of  Asa  John  Patten  Circle 
with  Mrs.  S.  L.  Murphy. 

8.  Grange  meeting  at  home  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Wright.  Ice  cream  and  cake  sold  to 
raise  funds  for  the  purchase  of  a  flag. 

9.  Mr  and  Mrs.  Edward  F.  Dickinson 
entertained  children  of  Billerica  on  their  new 
veranda. 

10.      C.  H.  Welch  of  South  Billerica  enter- 
tained Civil  War  Veterans  from  Boston. 
•""I  John  Hawkyard,  fireman  in  the  Tal- 

bot Mills,  died  at  his  home  in  North  Billerica. 
'  11.  Class  of  twenty-five  children  re- 
ceived .sacrament  of  holy  communion  for  the 
first  time  at  St.  Andrew's  Church.  Mass  was 
celebrated  by  the  paster.  Rev.  E.  J.  Cornell. 

12.  The  following  citizens  of  Billerica 
submitted  nomination  papers  as  candidates 
for  State  representative:  Republican,  Dr. 
Maurice  A.  Buck,  F.  A.  D.  Singhi,  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Williams;  Democratic,  Thomas  F. 
Sheridan. 

21.  Meeting  of  the  New  England  Order  of 
Protection.  Seventy-five  visiting  guests  from 
out  of  town  present. 


SOCIETIES  AND   CLUBS 

The  Nineteen  Hundred  Club 

Tlie  program  for  the  coming  year  i.s 
up  to  the  chib's  usual  high  standard. 
The  calendar  is  as  follows: 

October  10.  Business  meeting. 
Roll  call,  with  quotations  from  Mar- 
garet Sangster.     Hostess,  Mrs.  Jones. 

October  24.  An  afternoon  with 
Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning.  Mrs. 
Richardson,  leader.  Readers,  Mrs. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Pooler,  and  Mrs.  Damon. 
Hostess,  Mrs.  McQiiaide. 

November  7.  Open  meeting.  Miss 
Clark  as  speaker  on  Balzac.  Ves- 
try of  church. 

November  21.  Current  events. 
]Mrs.  Hanson,  leader.  Mrs.  Bowman, 
Mrs.  Baker,  Mrs.  Kohlrausch.  Host- 
ess, Mrs.  Preston. 

December  5.  Musicale.  Noted 
singers.  Mrs.  Wright,  leader.  ]Mrs. 
Eames,  Adelina  Patti.  Mrs.  Wright, 
Christine  Neilson.  Mrs.  Kirschner, 
Anna  Louise  Cary.  Mrs.  x\lexander, 
Geraldine  Farrar.  Miss  Wilkins,  solo- 
ist. 

December  19.  Open  meeting,  ves- 
try of  church.  Mrs.  Hosmer  in  charge. 
Speaker,  Miss  Alice  Carpenter  of  Bos- 
ton. Subject,  Woman's  Suffrage. 
Music  by  Mrs.  Hattie  Wheeler. 

January  9.  Open  meeting.  Gen- 
tlemen's night.  Rev.  George  F.  Ken- 
gott  of  Lowell,  sjieaker. 

January  23.  Travel  trips.  NoA'a 
Scotia,  Airs.  Patterson.  New  Mexico, 
Mrs.  Judkins.  Chicago,  Mrs.  King. 
Den^'er,  IMrs.  Wilkins.  Hostess,  Mrs. 
Robinson. 

February  13.  Open  meeting.  Sub- 
ject, Noted  Women  Heroes.     Rev.  J. 
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Harold  Dale,  Florence  Xi,nliliiij>ale. 
Rev.  Ivvnian  ^^  Rutledge,  ("lara  Bar- 
ton. Rev.  Charles  H.  Williams,  Ida 
Lewis.     ^Nlusie,   Miss  Knowles. 


May  13.  Soldiers'  night.  ]\Iiss 
Harriet  B.  Rogers  will  give  a  paper  on 
Reminiscences  of  Billerica's  Civil  War 
Veterans. 


Februar 


Noted     Women     of 


Dramatic  Art.  ^Irs.  Jacobs,  Char- 
lotte Cnshman.  Mrs.  Sanford,  Ada- 
lina  Ristori.  ^Irs.  \'iiiiiig,  Helena 
Modjeska. 

March  13.  Open  meeting.  Profes- 
sor W.  H.  Dooley,  Lowell  Industrial 
School.     Music   by    Mrs.    Livingston. 

^Lux'h  27.  An  afternoon  with  Sam 
Walter  Foss.  Leader,  ^Nlrs.  Dickinson. 
Readers,  Mrs.  Talbot,  Mrs.  Lamprel, 
Miss  Page. 

April  10.  Historical  afternoon  at 
vestry  of  Unitarian  Church.  Dr.  Hos- 
mer,  speaker  on  Billerica  Historical 
Society.  Music  by  Mrs.  Holden. 
Hostesses,  Mrs.  Sexton  and  Mrs.  Buck. 

April  2-1.  Federation  meeting.  Mrs. 
Perry,  leader.  Paper  by  Mrs.  Bull, 
What  Billerica  Women  May  Do. 
Hostess,  "Sirs.  Harding. 

May  8.  Open  meeting.  Ladies' 
Appleton  Quartette.  Mrs.  Torrey, 
pianist. 

May  22.  Business  meeting.  Hos- 
tesses, Mrs.  Dickinson  and  Mrs.  Dale. 


The  Parish  Club 

The  Parish  Clulj  is  pre]:»ared  to  pre- 
sent the  following  interesting  program 
to  its  mem})ers  this  season: 

October  10.  An  address  by  Rev. 
David  C.  Torrey  of  Bedford,  on  The 
Bedford  Civic  Club  and  what  it  is 
doing. 

December  13.  Paper  by  Dr.  War- 
ren Stearns  on  Vital  Statistics  of 
Billerica. 

January  10.  Dr.  Hosmer  on  John 
Brown. 

February  14.  Valentine  I'arly,  with 
Carlisle  (iuild  invited. 

oNLirch  14.  Rev.  H.  H.  Saunderson 
of  Cambridge  on  Social  Relations  of 
City  and  Country. 

April  11.  Mr"!  Littlefield  of  Need- 
ham  on  A  Substitute  for  Socialism. 


The  annual  fair  of  the  L^nitarian 
Church  will  be  held  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Wednesday,  October  10.  Mrs.  George 
W.  Preston  will  have  charge  of  the 
fancy  table;  Mrs.  F'litner,  domestic; 
Miss  Florence  Colby,  cand}^;  Miss 
Frances  Judkins,  grab;  Mrs.  George 
Smith  and  Mrs.  Holden,  handker- 
chiefs; Mrs.  Talbot,  Mrs.  Collier,  and 
Mrs.  Kirschner  will  have  charge  of  the 
music,  and  Mrs.  Fred  Smith  of  the 
supper. 

a  ffl  a 

FREE  DENTAL  HYGIENE 

The  School  Committee  of  the  town 
of  Billerica,  recognizing  that  the 
condition  of  the  mouth  is  an  enormous 
factor  in  the  immediate  health  and 
ultimate  growth  and  development  of  a 
child,  is  arranging  to  have  an  exami- 
nation made  of  the  mouths  of  school 
children  under  the  age  of  fifteen. 

The  plan  is  to  make  a  general  exami- 
nation, and  where  it  is  considered 
necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  child 
to  receive  attention,  a  record  is  for- 
warded to  the  i)arents  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  they  consult  their 
family  dentist.  This  is  to  be  a  free 
service.  The  indixidual  records  are 
to  be  considered  j)rivate  and  kejjt  so, 
and  the  sole  ultimate  object  is  to  so 
bring  before  child  and  parent  the  de- 
siral)ility  and  need  of  proper  care  of 
the  mouth  that  great  benefit  may  re- 
sult. This  work  under  the  name  of 
"Free  Dental  Hygiene"  (in  the  schools) 
has  accom])lished  marvelous  results  in 
such  localities  as  it  has  been  inaugu- 
rated. 

Broader  and  more  material  assist- 
ance is  planned  as  the  progress  of 
this  initial  work  is  assured. 
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WHAT    BILLERICA    WOMEN 
HAVE  DONE 

Mary  R.  Eames 

(WrittcMi    for    the  Nineteen    Hundred    Club, 
April,  1912.) 

{Conlinited  from  August  Issue) 

INIrs.  Rut'us  Underhill  Avas  promi- 
nent in  all  temperance  causes  and  used 
her  influence  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  the  town.  She 
was  also  a  great  missionary  advocate 
and  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Orthodox 
Church. 

Billerica  women  have  held  positions 
of  importance  both  in  and  out  of  town. 
Miss  Martha  Hussey  served  on  the 
school  board  for  several  years.  Miss 
Sarah  Annable  was  the  first  librarian 
at  the  Bennett  Library.  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Rogers  was  the  first  assistant  at 
the  Howe  School.  Miss  Ann  Page 
was  a  teacher  in  the  town  schools  for 
3^ears,  and  Miss  Jennie  Page  taught  in 
the  East  Billerica  school  for  thirty- 
three  years. 

Miss  Mary  Jane  Walker  first  intro- 
duced singing  into  the  schools  in  the 
Hill  district.  Later  Miss  Jennie  Page 
at  the  East  hired  a  singing  teacher  for 
her  school,  bearing  the  expense  herself. 

j\Iiss  Hannah  Jaquith  at  one  time 
taught  sewing  in  the  school  in  the 
Shawshen  district,  and  it  was  under 
her  supervision  that  Mrs.  Joshua 
Bennett  made  the  sampler  now  belong- 
ing to  the  Historical  Society  of  the 
town. 

Miss  Eliza  Ann  Rogers  was  one  of 
the  teachers  of  Laura  Bridgman. 

Probably  fcAV  of  our  club  members 
have  an  idea  of  the  valuable  work  ac- 
complished by  Miss  Harriet  B.  Rogers 
in  the  teaching  of  the  deaf. 

In  1817  the  first  school  for  the  deaf 
was  established  at  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut. Here  the  Erench  system,  that 
of  the  manual  alphabet  and  signs,  was 
ado})te(l.  (iradually  schools  using  the 
same  systems  were  o])ened  in  other 
States.  The  oral  method,  or  teaching 
bv    means    of    articulation,  had     been 


carried  on  successfully  in  Holland  and 
in  (iermany,  but  all  attempts  in  this 
country  had  been  unsuccessful.  Mr. 
Gardiner  Greene  Hubbard,  a  lawyer 
of  Boston,  became  interested  in  the 
education  of  the  deaf  through  his  ex- 
perience in  the  teaching  of  his  daughter 
INIabel,  now  Mrs.  Alexander  Graham 
Bell.  She  became  deaf  when  between 
four  and  five  years  of  age,  and  through 
the  advice  of  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe 
the  oral  method  exclusively  was  used 
in  her  instruction. 

In  1864  Mr.  Hubbard  was  the  prime 
mover  in  presenting  a  ])etition  to  the 
Legislature  for  a  school  for  the  deaf 
in  Massachusetts.  The  school  at 
Hartford  had  been  the  only  school  in 
the  New  England  States  for  the  deaf. 
The  petition  said  nothing  of  the  system 
to  be  used,  but  it  was  understood  that 
Mr.  Hubbard  desired  the  oral  method. 
This  bill  was  defeated,  due  primarily  to 
the  strong  opposition  n^ade  by  the 
advocates  of  the  sign  language. 

In  June,  186(5,  a  little  school  in 
Chelmsford  was  opened  with  ]Miss 
Rogers  as  principal.  During  the  first 
year  eight  pupils  were  enrolled.  "This 
school  was  the  first  regularly  organized 
school  for  the  deaf  in  this  country  in 
which  only  the  purely  oral  method 
was  taught." 

The  same  year  a  second  petition  was 
being  prepared  to  present  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  a  charter  when  Mr.  John 
Clarke  came  forward  and  offered  to 
gi^'e  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  such  a 
school,  provided  it  be  built  in  North- 
ampton. The  Go^'ernor  laid  this  offer 
before  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
with  the  recommendation  that  steps 
be  taken  to  proA'ide  a  school  for  the 
deaf  in  Massachusetts.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  look  into  the  matter. 
In  their  report  on  visiting  the  Chehns- 
ford  School  they  refer  in  most  compli- 
mentary terms  to  her  success  and  say 
of  her,  "She  has  a  native  energy,  and  an 
entluisiasm  for  a  new  work  which  does 
not  recognize  the  possibility  of  failure. 
A  visitor  has  said,  'Her  strong  faith 
and    her    determination    to    succeed 
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roiidcr  what  would,  under  oilier  cir- 
cinunstaces,  prove  the  severest  drudg- 
ery, a  labor  of  love.'  .  .  .  Her  success 
is  another  proof  of  a  truth  which  our 
late  war  has  developed,  that  woman 
has  more  energy,  tact,  perseverance 
and  capacity  than  have  heretofore 
heen  acknowledged." 

The  Legislature  this  time  passed  the 
hill,  and  July  15,  18(57,  the  Clarke 
School  was  organized  and  Miss  Rogers 
was  unanimously  elected  ])rincipal. 
The  oral  method  of  instruction  was 
used  and  the  Chelmsford  pupils  were 
invited  to  become  members  of  the 
school. 

For  seventeen  years  Miss  Rogers 
servcfl  as  principal  of  the  Clarke 
School.  On  her  fiftieth  birthday  she 
was  the  recii)ient  of  many  valuable 
gifts  from  the  teachers,  pupils,  and 
former  ])u])ils;  addresses  were  made, 
congratulations  extended  and  a  memo- 
rial tree  planted  in  front  of  Rogers  Hall. 

P'or  several  years  before  teaching 
the  deaf  Miss  Rogers  had  suffered 
from  a  bronchial  ailment,  and  in  1895 
she  resigned  her  position  to  spend  the 
winter  in  Colorado.  The  trustees  de- 
clined to  acce])t  the  resignation,  but  the 
following  year,  at  the  advice  of  her 
physician,  who  said  she  could  no  longer 
work  in  the  New  England  climate, 
she  again  resigned,  and  the  resigna- 
tion this  time  was  accepted. 

In  1809  at  the  Quarter  Century 
Anniversary  of  the  National  Deaf 
Mute  College  in  Washington  she  was 
given  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Humane  Letters. 

Elizabeth  Palmer  Peabody  was  born 
in  this  town  in  1840.  Her  influence 
in  extending  the  work  of  the  Kinder- 
garten and  her  interest  in  all  educa- 
tional and  ])hilantliro])ic  aftairs  were 
unlimited.  The  Elizabeth  Peabody 
House  in  Boston  stands  as  a  memorial 
to  her. 

Miss  Mary  Kinney,  who  was  at  one 
time  a  Billerica  girl,  is  now  a  mission- 
ary at  Adabazar,  Turkey.  The  la- 
dies of  the  Orthodox  Church  and  other 
friends  interested  in  her  keep  in  touch 


with  her  work,  and  from  time  to  time 
send  her  c-ontribntions  to  assist  in  this 
work. 

Miss  Abby  Ja(juilli  was  for  years 
the  Billerica  correspondent  to  the 
Low'ell  Weekly  Journal,  and  later  to 
the  Courier-Citizen.  She  has  saved  all 
the  Billerica  items  from  the  papers 
and  has  them  preserved  in  the  form 
of  a  scraj)book,  which  in  itself  is  an 
excellent  history  of  the  town's  ac- 
tivities. 

Mrs.  Martha  Sage  taught  in  the 
town  schools  for  some  years.  She  is 
an  interesting  speaker  and  writer. 
Her  })aper  on  the  old  families  of  the 
First  Parish  was  read  at  the  one  liun- 
dredth  anniversary  of  the  First 
Chiu'ch  edifice. 

Miss  Martha  Dodge,  a  later  mem- 
ber of  our  club,  was  a  prominent 
worker  in  the  Historical  Society,  and 
she  formed  the  Societ^^  of  the  Children 
of  the  American  Revolution  in  this 
town.  She  was  well  informed  con- 
cerning the  old  records  of  the  town, 
and  any  one  writing  up  any  genealog- 
ical subjects  could  ol)tain  able  assist- 
ance from  her. 

Several  of  the  Billerica  women  are 
members  of  the  Concord  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution. 

We  must  not  close  without  mention- 
ing oiu"  Nineteen  Hundred  Club.  Or- 
ganized in  1900  through  the  efl'orts  of 
Mrs.  Hardy,  Miss  Small,  and  others, 
Avith  its  object,  "The  mutual  improve- 
ment of  its  members  in  literature, 
art,  science,  and  the  vital  interests  of 
the  day,"  the  club  has  increased  from 
a  membership  of  thirty  to  that  of 
fifty  and  has  striven  to  live  up  to 
that  standard  for  which  it  was  organ- 
ized. It  introduced  the  Savings  Sys- 
tem into  the  ])ublic  schools,  and 
awarded  ])rizes  to  those  scholars  writ- 
ing the  best  essays  on  the  history  of 
the  town.  It  has  raised  money  for 
rebinding  books  at  the  Bennett  Li- 
brary, has  contributed  to  the  Easter 
oft'erings  for  the  sick  and  the  shut-ins 
of    Boston,    and    has    assisted    in    the 
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crusade  against  the  sprcatl  of  tuber- 
culosis. 

Man}'  of  its  meetings,  which  are 
l)oth  interesting  and  instructive,  are 
open  to  the  public. 

C^ertainly  the  club  has  made  a  good 
beginning,  but  the  possibilities  before 
it  are  unlimited,  and  when  we  ckib 
women  hear  what  tlie  Billerica  women 
ha\e  done  in  the  past,  should  not  their 
example  serve  as  an  impetus  to  us  to 
strive  ever  higher  and  make  u'ood.^ 


Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

The  three  women.  Misses  Eliza  A.  Rogers, 
Anne  R.  Faulkner,  and  Elizabeth  Rogers, 
responded  to  the  call  of  the  Freedmen's 
Bureau,  and  went  South,  Jan.  13,  1864,  to 
teach  colored  men.  A.  R.  F.  is  now  telling 
the  attitude  of  the  colored  people  toward 
their  liberators. 

{Continued  from  August  Issue) 

"Not  a  word  of  harshness  or  unkind- 
ness  towards  the  master  or  mistress! 
The  religious  of  these  seem  to  feel  that 
the  Lord  is  leading  them  through. 
Lizzie  saw  a  man  going  from  the  house 
the  other  day  and  the  colored  people 
watching  him.  She  asked,  'What's 
the  matter.^'  'I  reckon  he  feels  bad 
that  he  can't  get  the  General  to  send 
back  his  people.'  We  are  constantly 
surrounded  by  black  j)eople  from  all 
])laces  about.   .   .   . 

"The  General  is  a  perfect  gentleman. 
His  wife  says  he  can  get  angry  inside 
but  he  never  shows  it." 

(E.  R.)  "Jan.  24th,  Sunday. 
A})out  one'o'clock  Anne  P^liza  and  I 
started  for  the  hospitals  at  Benedict, 
a  mile  distant.  As  I  was  leaving  the 
house  my  attention  was  attracted  to  an 
old  negro  who  was  seated  on  a  log 
sur\eying  the  trooi)s  who  were  out  for 
weekly  inspection.  I  asked  him  if  he 
enjoyed  it.  'Oh,'  he  said,  'I  likes  to 
look  at  Uncle  Sam's  men.'  He  was 
one  of  the  Southron  shiAes  who  had 
come  over  with   his   wife   to   see   the 


General.  He  was  very  intelligent  and 
I  became  deeply  interested.   .   .   . 

"All  the  Southron  slaves  are  to  be 
sent  to  General  Butler  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  property  clothed.  We  wish 
we  had  all  the  contributions  from 
Billerica." 

(E.  A.  R.)  "We  learn  from  Miss 
Stevenson  that  all  our  barrels  first 
sent  are  delayed  in  Philadelphia, 
government  having  taken  the  railroad 
exclusively  for  transporting  army  sup- 
plies. One  box  containing  Testaments, 
thread,  etc.,  started  from  Boston  a 
month  ago,  has  arrived.  We  have 
found  a  box  of  slates  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  which  we  have 
appropriated.  I  wrote  to  N.  Brough- 
ton,  Jr.,  for  as  many  copies  of  the 
'  Freedman '  as  he  could  spare  and  last 
night  a  package  of  one  hundred  ar- 
rived, which  delights  us,  and  I  expect 
will  give  our  pupils  still  greater  pleasure. 
We  have  school  for  non-commissioned 
officers  from  nine  to  ten  a.m.,  and  from 
six-thirty  to  eight-fifteen  p.:m.,  and  a 
school  for  privates  from  twelve-thirty 
to  two-thirty  p.m.  The  whole  number 
of  non-commissioned  officers  in  the 
three  regiments  is  about  four  hundred, 
but  we  do  not  often  lia^e  more  than 
one  hundred  fifty  or  two  hundred 
present  at  a  time.  This  division  of 
oiu'  work  is  considered  most  im])ortant. 
A  small  proj)ortion  of  them  can  read 
well,  a  ^-ery,  very  few  can  write,  while 
nearly  one-fourth  of  them  do  not  e\'en 
know  their  letters.  The  majority 
know  the  letters  and  just  begin  to  spell 
out  words.  They  have  the  most  pro- 
found respect  for  spelling.  You  will 
see  a  man  poring  over  a  colunm  of 
words  in  four  or  five  syllables  when  he 
knows  Aery  little  of  reading." 

(E.  R.)'  "We  found  the  h()s])itals 
in  (piite  as  good  a  condition  as  we 
expected.  One  has  no  idea  of  the 
difficulties  which  have  to  be  sur- 
mounted in  order  to  accomplish  any- 
thing here.  It  is  ver^^  easy  to  sit  at 
home,  away  from  any  sound  of  war,  and 
wonder  why  this  thing  or  that  is  not 
done. 
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"When  we  returned  we  found  an 
invitation  from  the  colonel  of  the 
9th  to  mess  with  officers  of  that  rej'i- 
ment.  This  arrangement  will  greatly 
relie\e  us  of  the  care,  but  we  do  not 
like  to  do  it;  have  not  yel  decided. 

"Mrs.  Birney  invited  us  to  tea  at  six, 
which  we  gladly  accepted.  Tlu^  large 
pine  tahle  was  neatly  spread  with 
a  white  tahlecloth  in  the  (ienerars  re- 
cejjtion  room,  which  I  have  before  de- 
scribed, the  guns  stacked  in  one  corner 
and  a  bright-burning  fire.  The  guests 
were  Colouel  Shaw  and  wife,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  ^Nfajor  Meers  from  France, 
I  think.  We  sat  around  the  table 
until  nearly  ten.  The  more  I  see  of 
General  Birney  the  more  I  admire 
him.  .  .  .  His  manner  is  very  calm 
and  quiet,  dignified,  but  very  gentle. 
His  manner  toward  his  wife  is  charm- 
ing, and  with  his  children  delightful. 
Altogether  om*  evening  Avas  cjuite  an 
intellectual  treat.  The  conversation 
naturally  turned  upon  military  charac- 
ters, and  the  General  gave  us  an  ac- 
count of  his  life  as  a  recruiting  officer 
of  the  colored  regiments.  He  com- 
menced in  July.  Seward  was  against 
it,  but  Stanton  in  favor.  Without 
anj^  direct  authority  from  the  President 
he  commenced  in  Washington,  where 
he  raised  two  companies  of  Freedmen 
and  then  went  to  Baltimore,  and  from 
that  time  till  the  20th  of  October  he 
labored  as  he  could.  Then  he  had 
{)ermission  to  come  here  and  establish 
a  camp  and  recruit.  He  has  enlisted 
nearl}'  all  the  slaves  about  here  and 
has  now  two  full  regiments  and  another 
nearly  full.  They  are  now  under 
marching  orders  and  expect  to  leave 
the  last  of  February,  in  Avhich  case  we 
shall  be  home  earlier  than  Ave  ex- 
pected. Officers  and  men  arc  anxious 
to  be  on  the  field.   .   .   . 

"After  the  other  guests  had  de- 
parted, we  gathered  about  the  fire, 
and  the  General  told  us  about  his 
family.  All  his  brothers  are  in  the 
army.  Thus  has  passed  our  first 
Sunday  in  Gamp  Stanton." 

(A.  R.  F.)     "Jan.  24th.     It  is  de- 


cided that  we  'mess"  with  the  officers 
of  the  Dth  Regiment.  General  Birney 
says  it  is  most  proper  and  agreeable. 
He  signifies  that  it  is  (juite  a  relief  to 
him  that  we  are  thus  ])rovided  for, 
as  he  says,  'With  your  Massachusetts 
notions  of  living  it  would  not  be  two 
days  that  you  could  eat  anything.' 
He  does  not  imagine  what  wonders 
have  been  wrought  in  our  poAvers  of 
accommodation  to  circumstances  Avith- 
in  a  Aveek. 

"I  Avish  I  had  the  time  to  recortl 
the  General's  intervieAV  Avith  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  Stanton  relative  to 
recruiting  the  slaA'es  here  in  Maryland. 

"At  tAA'ch-e  o'clock  a  scrA^nt  came 
to  escort  us  to  the  regiment  to  dinner. 
Miss  ]?all  and  Miss  Brigham  dined 
Avitli  Colonel  Bailey,  Golonel  Arm- 
strong and  Dr.  Pease.  We  three  were 
in  Captain  Post's  mess  tent,  where 
Lieutenant  Brown  and  Avife,  Lieu- 
tenant Harris  and  wife,  and  another 
officer  dined.  Our  cloth  Avas  a  rubber 
cloth, —  dinner  A'ery  good  and  a  great 
relief  not  to  .see  to  its  preparation. 
By  'good'  I  mean  for  camp  life.  .  .  . 

"Our  youngest  teacher,  Miss  Brig- 
ham,  gaA'e  a  good  lesson  to  one  of  the 
officers  this  eA^ening.  He  was  in  the 
schoolroom  walking  from  place  to 
place  and  he  told  her  he  came  for  a 
lesson.  She  picked  a  chart  from  her 
lot  at  random,  and  gave  him  one  on 
'Swearing.'  He  colored  and  asked  if 
she  had  heard  him.  The  lesson  was 
a  good  one,  as  it  Avas  unintentional, 
though  it  is  doubtful  if  it  is  practised. 
The  men  say  it  is  difficult  to  be  in  the 
army  and  not  learn  to  swear.  ,  .  . 
There  are  quantities  of  slaA-e  owners 
at  headquarters  CA'ery  day.  If  they 
take  the  'oath'  a  certificate  for  the 
slaA'es  they  oaa^u  is  issued." 

(F.  R.)  "Jan.  2.5th.  I  went  down 
to  school  this  morning.  The  barn  is 
to  be  kept  open  at  all  hours  and  some 
one  of  us  Avill  be  there  all  the  time,  so 
that  the  men  can  come  in  at  any  time 
Avhen  they  haA'e  a  spare  minute.  In 
this  way  Ave  hope  to  benefit  those  avIio 
cannot  come  at  regular  school  hours." 


(To  be  continued) 
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BiLLERicA,  Mass.,  Soil  Map. 
NoTi:.      Frequency  of  ledges  and  boulders  indicated  by  large  and  small  patches;  mucky,  peaty  and  wet  land  in  black. 


BILLERICA,  MASS.,  TOWN  PLAN 

Of  Billerica  .soils  only  the  wet  black 
sections  have  boundaries  that  are 
easily  recognized.  Such  areas  are  in 
black  on  this  map.  Other  sections 
having  a  distinct  soil  character  can 
onl}'  be  indicated  in  a  general  way  on 
a  map  of  this  .scale,  for  a  detailed 
study  shows  a  considerable,  and  often 
a  wide,  variation  in  the  soil  of  almost 
any  one  hundred  acre  plot  in  the  town. 
The  light  porous  soils  that  are  nearly 
free  of  stones,  and  lie  so  level  that 
large  fields  can  be  worked  at  low  cost, 
are  in  the  norljierly  and  easlerlv  parts 
of  the  town.  For  this  reason  the  town 
plan  should  recognize  big  fields  by 
placing  roads  along  such  natural 
boundaries  as  the  shores  of  streams, 
the  base  of  steep  slopes,   instead  of 


through  the  center  of  big  fields  to  cut 
them  in  small  patches. 

In  the  southern  part  is  a  heavier 
soil  that  is  more  retentive  of  moisture 
with  more  boulders,  a  rolling  and 
varied  surface.  This  is  a  market 
garden  section  of  diversified  crops. 

West  of  the  Concord  River  hills 
are  higher,  more  crowded  together, 
with  steeper  slopes,  and  with  more 
ledges  and  boulders  than  in  other  parts 
of  the  town.  Much  of  this  land  would 
be  more  suitable  for  fruit  growing 
than  for  field  or  market  garden  crops. 
In  these  irregular  sections  the  roads 
of  the  town  plan  should  generally  fol- 
low the  \'all(\v  and  avoid  hill  climbs. 

The  most  attractive  residential  sec- 
tion is  on  the  edge  of  the  plateau,  about 
the  town  center,  and  on  the  hills  to  the 
south  and  west. 
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THE  BELLS  OE  BILLERICA 

From  Billerica's  white  gleaming  aged  tower 
An  unseen  tongue  proclaims  the  passing  hour; 
Repeating  oft  throughout  the  night  and  day 
The  measured  chanting  of  time's  ancient  lay. 
These  hours  dying  whisper  their  farewell 
Through  vibrant  notes  of  Billerica's  sweet  bell. 

At  early  dawn  a  long,  loud  pealing  sounds. 
From  yonder  factory  the  note  resounds, 
Commanding  workmen  from  a  hundred  homes 
To   ply   their  trade  at  spindles,   looms,   and 

combs. 
Ah,  happy  should  he  be  whose  proud  heart 

swells 
When  called  to  work  by  Billerica's  good  bells. 

Loud   rings   the   clangor  from  the   trembling 

spire; 
The  bell's  brave  summons  to  a  raging  fire. 
A  rush  of  horses  and  a  shout  of  men, 
A  l)elching  flame,  a  hose,  a  spouting  flood, 
A  iieap  of  ashes,  and  a  homeless  brood. 
A  thrill  of  .sadness  in  the  lone  heart  wells 
When    sounds    the   clang    of    Billerica's   loud 

bells. 

A  holy  message  on  the  air  is  borne. 
As  through  the  stillness  of  the  Sabbath  morn 
The  glad  bell  sounds  its  welcome  call  abroad 
To  those  who  bow  in  worship  to  their  God. 
Our  spirits  rise  to  where  the  good  God  dwells 
When  Billerica  rings  out  her  Sabbath  bells. 

A  gentle  stillness  on  the  village  falls. 

Gray   clouds   are   draped   on    heaven's    inner 

walls: 
A  sad  procession  creeps  around  the  hill. 
The  last  lone  march  of  one  forever  still. 


While  gently  sounds  the  low  and  tender  knell 
Rung  out  for  them  from  Billerica's  sad  bell. 

O  lovely  bells  of  Billerica  that  through  the 

air  are  pealing, 
0  bells  of  grief  and  hope  and  joy,  our  inriiost 

souls   revealing. 
May  thy  full  tones,  forever  o'er  our  peaceful 

village  falling. 
Find  in  our  hearts  a  vibrant  chord  responsive 

to  thy  calling. 


BILLERICA  DAY  BOOK 

August  29.  Mrs.  H.  A.  Salter  died  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Jackson  Wright. 

September  1.  Unitarian  Church  reopened 
after  annual  August  vacation. 

3.  Meeting  of  selectmen  to  pay  bills  and 
appoint  election  officers. 

6.  Miss  Marcella  Healey  of  North  Biller- 
ica died  in  St.  John's  Hospital  after  brief 
illness. 

9.     Meeting  of  selectmen  to  draw  warrant 
for  primaries  to  be  held  September  2-1. 
Howe  High  School  opened. 

11.     Grange  Fair  in  Gardner  Parker  Hall. 

13.  Meeting  of  Parish  Club  at  the 
Parsonage. 

15.  Wilbur  I.  Bull  preached  at  the  Con- 
gregational  Church. 

18.  Mr.  John  B.  Kearney  of  North  Biller- 
ica, and  Miss  Mary  Josephine  McGorty  of 
Boston,  were  united  in  marriage  at  St. 
Joseph's  Church,  Boston. 

Meeting    of    Talbot    Lodge    No.    41, 

N.  E.  O.  P.     Visitors  from  Lexington  present. 

Winning  Rebeka  Lodge  visited   Mrs. 

Charles  Johnson  at  her  camp   Limberlost   in 

Reading. 

20.  Democratic  rally  held  in  Union  Hall. 
.Mrs.  Mary  A.  Riley  died  at  her  home, 

IG  Talbot  Avenue. 

21.  Annual  tea  party  of  St.  Anne's  Mis- 
sion held  at  North  Billerica.  Rev.  Appleton 
Grannis  of  Lowell  present. 

23.  Straw-ride  to  Carlisle  by  the  young 
people  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

2i.  Primary  election  held  with  following 
results:  For  Governor,  Republican,  Benton, 
113;  Walker,  104;  Democratic,  Foss,  84; 
Pelletier,  18.  For  Congress,  Republican, 
Bartlett,  69;  Grimes,  37;  Rogers,  108; 
Democratic,  Carmichael,  18;  O'Sullivan,  91. 
Representative,  Republican,  Buck,  117; 
Singhi,  70;  Williams,  58;  Democratic,  Cuff, 
10;  Sheridan,  102. 

25.  Entertainment  by  the  Willing  Work- 
ers of  the  North  Billerica  Baptist  Church. 

Mrs.   Alexander  H.   Mitchell  died  at 
her  home  after  an  operation. 

27.  Party  given  by  the  T.  R.  and  T.'s  in 
Talbot  Memorial  Hall. 

30.     Special  meeting  of  selectmen. 
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EDITORIAL 


BOARD  OF  TRADE 


"The  American  City,"  a  monthly 
review  of  municipal  ])rol)lems  and 
civic  betterment,  in  commentini?  on 
BiLLERICA,  says,  "Every  one  in  Biller- 
ica  who  has  any  ideas  to  offer  on  the 
imjjrovement  of  the  town  will  have 
opportunity  to  make  them  public 
through  columns  of  the  new  magazine." 
We  are  glad  indeed  to  find  that  "the 
columns  of  the  new  magazine"  are 
being  sought  by  those  who  have  first- 
class  ideas  to  present.  We  wish  to 
encourage  still  further  interest  in  this 
direction  by  suggesting  that  our  fellow 
townspeople  gather  information  as 
well  as  present  ideas.  Practical  plan- 
ning can  be  done  only  on  a  foundation 
of  facts.  You  need  to  know  who  is 
living  in  Billerica,  where  they  are 
living,  and  what  they  can  do  for  the 
benefit  of  the  town.  You  need  to 
know  all  about  the  soil  in  Billerica's 
hills  and  valleys,  what  is  being  done 
with  it,  and  what  can  be  done  with  it. 
You  need  to  know  how  much  room 
there  is  for  the  town  to  grow  indus- 
trially, agriculturally,  and  residen- 
tially,  and  what  your  neighbors  are 
willing  to  do  to  help  it  grow.  You 
need  all  the  information  you  can  get  — 
historic,  social,  industrial,  civic,  agri- 
cultural. BiLLERICA  will  be  glad  to 
])ublish  your  ideas,  but  especially  so 
if  tliev  are  ballasted  wiih  facts. 


ffl  B 


We  feel  that  the  current  issue  of 
BiLLERICA  should  iiot  appear  without 
a  word  of  sympathy  and  ajjpreciation 
for  Mrs.  Alexander  H.  Mitchell,  who 
died  September  25.  The  one  sur- 
passing tribute  which  the  whole  village 
paid  to  her  was  that  of  love.  She  was 
one  of  the  rare  few  whose  mere  pres- 
ence seemed  to  create  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  good  will.  Her  active 
life  came  to  an  untimely  end,  but  her 
presence  will  be  felt  for  years  to  come. 


The  Billerica  Board  of  Trade,  organ- 
ized only  a  year  ago,  is  rapidly  becom- 
ing one  of  the  most  potent  factors  in  the 
development  of  our  town.  Its  first 
regular  meeting,  after  the  vacation 
season,  was  held  September  23,  at 
which  the  following  matters  were 
discussed : 

Elm  Tree  Beetles.  Voted,  that  Mr. 
Warren  H.  jManning  be  appointed  as 
a  fourth  member  of  the  special  com- 
mittee for  the  suppression  of  elm  tree 
beetles  now  standing,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  do  all  in  its  power  to 
arouse  public  sentiment,  and  urge  that 
a  sufficient  sum  be  appropriated  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  to  enable 
the  work  to  be  properly  done. 

Wayside  Farm.  A  letter  addressed 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  a  citizen  of 
Billerica,  relative  to  the  possible  clos- 
ing of  the  Wayside  Farm,  was  read 
and  discussed.  Mr.  Thommen,  Mr. 
Jacobs,  and  Mr.  Lyons  were  ap- 
pointed to  look  into  the  matter. 

State  Highway.  The  following  res- 
olutions were  submitted  by  Mr.  Lyons, 
and  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Trade: 

Resolved,  That  the  selectmen  be  re- 
quested to  make  application  to  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Commission 
for  the  construction  of  highways  in 
the  town  under  both  the  State  High- 
way act  and  the  Small  Towns  act. 

Resolved,  That  the  Billerica  Board 
of  Trade  support  the  selectmen  in 
their  application  and  use  all  possible 
influence  to  that  end. 

Corn  Contest.  INIr.  Thommen  pre- 
sented a  plan  for  stimulating  agri- 
cultural interest.  He  proi)osed  to 
offer  a  prize  for  the  acre  of  corn  raised 
in  Billerica  which  would  beat  the 
world's  record.  Mr.  Thommen,  Mr. 
Spiller,  and  Mr.  Dickinson  were  ap- 
pointed to  look  into  the  matter. 

Car  Service.  It  was  suggested  that 
the  Committee  on  Transjjorlation  take 
action  regarding  the  curtailing  of 
electric  service  at  Billerica  Center. 
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"What  Billerica  Needs  Most,"  was 
the  subject  of  the  address  of  the  even- 
ing, given  by  Dr.  Hosmer.  PubHc 
spirit  and  civic  pride  were,  in  his  esti- 
mation, our  greatest  needs. 

HUB 

MIDDLESEX  FAIR 

In  anticipation  of  the  Middlesex 
North  Agricultural  Fair,  held  at 
Chelmsford,  September  12  and  13,  the 
Billerica  Grange  held  a  local  fair  in 
Gardner  Parker  Hall,  September  11. 
The  exhibit  was  a  good  one,  and  the 
enterprise  was  in  every  way  com- 
mendable. 

Billerica 's  exhibit  in  the  Middlesex 
Fair  was  also  good,  but  not  up  to  its 
usual  standard.  The  quality  of  the 
various  fruits  and  vegetables  seemed 
to  be  equal  to  the  best,  but  did  not 
show  off  to  advantage,  a  residt,  possi- 
bly, of  too  much  handling.  The  fol- 
lowing prizes  were  won  by  Billerica 
Grange  and  citizens:  Third  prize  for 
Grange  exhibit  of  fruit  and  vegetables 
(Chelmsford  first,  Carlisle  second). 
First  prize  on  fruits,  Delaware,  Con- 
cord, Morris  Early,  Brighton,  and 
Diamond  Whites  won  by  Sidney  E. 
Bull.  Fifty  cent  prize  on  cabbage 
won  by  C.  H.  Moulton.  First  and 
second  prizes  on  swine  by  Charles  A. 
Wright.  First  prize  on  embroidered 
apron  by  Miss  Florence  Ruth,  North 
Billerica;  second  for  apron,  by  ]Miss 
Bertha  Foster,  East  Billerica.  Austin 
Kearney,  North  Billerica,  won  a  prize 
for  pressed  leaves  in  the  children's 
exhibit.  ana 

SCHOOL  NEWS 

The  Pollard,  Talbot,  and  Richard- 
son schools  opened  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 3.  The  teachers  at  Pollard  School 
are  Mr.  R.  B.  Houghton,  principal; 
Misses  Marion  Wilkins,  Martha  Page, 
Grace  Knowles,  and  Edith  Mason. 
The  total  enrollment  is  24."),  an  average 
of  4!)  j)upils  for  each  teacher.  Tlie 
Pollard  School  faculty  feel  the  need 
of  assistance,  and  hoj)e  that  a  new 
teacher  may  be  appointed  soon  to 
supply  the  need. 


Talbot  School  has  seven  teachers. 
Mr.  B.  F.  Harding,  principal;  Misses 
Minnie  Dyson,  Edna  Robinson,  Flor- 
ence Ruth,  Katherine  Dewire,  Mary 
Ort,  and  Agnes  Rutledge.  The  en- 
rollment is  257,  or  an  average  of  about 
37  for  each  teacher.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  children  of  Talbot 
School  have  so  far  placed  $71.39  on 
deposit  in  the  savings  bank. 

The  Richardson  School  is  prospering 
under  the  tutelage  of  Miss  Thurza 
McElman,  and  has  an  enrollment  of 
24. 

The  Howe  School  opened  September 
9,  and  has  at  present  an  enrollment  of 
48.  The  principal,  Eugene  C.  Vining, 
is  assisted  this  year  by  Misses  Char- 
lotte E.  Phinney  of  Melrose,  and  Esther 
C.  Marshall  of  Everett,  both  recent 
graduates  of  Boston  University. 

The  class  of  1912  has  so  far  made  a 
good  showing.  Madeline  Earle  and 
Emma  Ketchen  are  in  the  Lowell 
Normal  School.  Hilda  Perry  is  work- 
ing at  Bryant  and  Stratton's  in  Boston. 
Marjory  Spiller,  Grace  Balmforth, 
and  Lena  Dutton  are  in  the  Lowell 
Commerical  College,  Miss  Marion 
Kohlrausch  is  in  Lowell  High  School, 
and  Clarence  McElman  is  clerking 
in  Pliilip  Dolan's  store  at  Billerica 
Center. 

Officers  for  the  Senior  Class  this 
year  are:  President,  James  Schwartz; 
Vice-President,  Evelyn  Casey;  Secre- 
tary, Ruth  E.  Dimock;  Treasurer, 
Florence  Fisk.  For  the  Junior  Class 
the  officers  are:  President,  Francis 
R.  C.  Lyons;  Vice-President,  Eleanor 
Nickerson;  Secretary,  Russell  S. 
Turner;  Treasurer,  Harry  Higgins. 
B  a  a 

SOCIETIES  AND  CLUBS 

The  Woman's  AlHance  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Church  announces  the  follow- 
ing program.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  Billerica  is  deserving  of  the  best 
that  can  be  had,  but  it  ought  also  to 
l)e  remembered  that  when  men  of 
ability,  such  as  appear  on  this  program, 
are  invited  to  come  they  should  be 
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listened  to  by  large  and  eager  andi- 
ences.  If  they  grant  ns  their  services 
we  should  by  all  means  grant  them 
our  attention.  The  speakers  are: 
November  15,  Charles  F.  Dole.  Sub- 
ject, "The  Spiritual  Interpretation  of 
History."  December  20,  James  P. 
Ramsey,  "Stories  from  Real  Life." 
January  17,  L.  B.  Macdonald.  Sub- 
ject to  be  announced.  February  21, 
Charles  T.  Billings,  "How  to  Enjoy 
Pictures."  March  21,  Thomas  G. 
Horner,  "Fountains  in  the  Desert." 
April  18,  B.  R.  Bulkeley,  "Some  Les- 
sons from  the  Short  Poems  of  Emer- 
son." 

Meetings  are  held  in  the  L^nitarian 
vestry  Friday  afternoons  at  three 
o'clock.     All  are  welcome. 

SI  S  B 

Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,   in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

The  three  women.  Misses  Eliza  A.  Rogers, 
Anne  R.  Faulkner,  and  Elizabeth  Rogers, 
responded  to  the  call  of  the  Freedmen's 
Bureau,  and  went  South,  .January  13,  18fi4, 
to  teach  colored  men. 

E.  R.  is  now  writing  of  life  at  Benedict. 

{Continued  from  September  Issue) 

"We  have  accepted  the  invitation 
to  mess  with  the  officers.  This  re- 
lie^'es  us  of  much  care  and  trouble, 
especially  as  we  have  seen  nothing  of 
our  barrels.  ...  It  is  as  much  as  one 
can  do  to  get  here  bodily  and  there  is 
no  dependence  to  be  placed  on  boxes 
or  bundles.  We  are  very  favorably 
situated  for  getting  our  mail,  being  at 
headquarters. " 

(E.  A.  R.)  "In  the  first  momcnls  of 
our  arrival  I  ordered  shovel  and  tongs, 
and  now  it  seems  as  though  they  were 
quite  unnecessary;  we  have  learned  to 
make  a  dustpan  and  stick  answer  every 
purpose,  even  for  bellows  and  all,  and 
since  we  have  been  invited  to  me.ss 
with  the  officers,  our  pans,  etc.,  will  be 
useless." 

(E.  R.)  "Jan.  26th.  The  weather 
is    charming.      The     bluebirds     have 


been  merry  to-day  and  the  sun  un- 
comfortably warm.  It  is  just  about 
like  our  May  weather,  and  for  this 
place  is  rather  unusual.  Anne  and  I 
went  to  the  Benedict  hospitals  this 
morning. 

"Wednesda}',  Jan.  27th.  The  Gen- 
eral told  us  last  evening  that  he 
thought  of  taking  the  Southron 
hou.se  for  a  hospital  and  intended 
removing  the  shn'es  to-day  by  the 
Cecil.  ...  It  did  not  come  till 
dark.  As  it  came  up  to  the  shore 
the  scene  was  touching  in  the  extreme. 
There  were  ninety-two  on  board  in- 
cluding the  guard,  and  they  were  all 
singing  with  hearty  good-will,  'Good 
bye,  Old  Maryland.'  This  was  their 
first  taste  of  freedom.  They  were  re- 
ceived with  cheers  by  those  on  shore. 
We  went  on  board  and  distributed  the 
twenty  dollars  which  we  expected  to 
receive  from  Billerica  and  what  cloth- 
ing we  had.  House  servants  and  field 
hands  were  included  in  the  company, 
not  one  would  be  left  behind,  so  that 
the  Southrons  were  left  entirely  alone. 
Surely  Lieutenant  White's  death  was 
not  entirely  in  vain,  having  given 
liberty  to  over  seventy  slaves.  [Re- 
call the  story  the  captain  told  on  the 
steamer.]  There  are  some  among  them 
who  are  very  well  informed  and  intelli- 
gent, and  will  take  the  lead  in  care  for 
the  others.  They  are  all  to  be  sent  to 
General  Butler,  and  say  they  are  will- 
ing to  work  and  will  complain  of  noth- 
ing now  that  the  shackles  are  taken 
from  their  hands.  This  has  been  the 
grand  feature  of  the  day,  an  event  of 
no  slight  importance. 

"This  is  a  busy  place  and  I  have 
had  no  time  as  yet  to  write  a  single 
letter  —  nothing  but  this  journal. 

"Jan.  28th.  The  principal  event 
of  the  day  has  been  the  reception  of  an 
order  by  General  Birney  to  recruit 
another  regiment.  This  caused  quite 
a  commotion  in  camp  on  account  of  the 
number  of  officers  that  have  to  be  sent 
out  for  the  purpose. 

"A  meeting  of  the  teachers  was  held 
to-dav  to  devise  more  efficient  means 


6 


BiLLERICA 


of    accomplishing   our   work,  as    it   is 
said  our  time  will  be  short. 

"Jan.  29th.  The  weather  is  charm- 
ing, not  a  cloud  have  we  seen  since  we 
came.  We  have  three  sessions  of 
school  now  and  the  warm  weather  is 
rather  enervating.  .  .  .  We  have  wit- 
nessed battalion  drill,  which  on  such 
a  lovely  day  as  this  could  not  look 
otherwise  than  finely. 

"Jan.  30th.  A  very  damp,  drizzly 
day,  the  first  we  have  had  since  w^e 
came.  We  have  been  to  school  as 
usual,  or  rather  the  others  have.  I 
have  remained  at  home  this  evening 
and  had  two  hours  to  myself,  which  is 
a  great  luxury  when  five  persons  are 
living  in  one  room.  Mrs.  Birney  came 
in  and  gave  me  an  incident  of  the  day. 
Dr.  Augusta,  who  is  the  surgeon  on 
the  staff,  is  a  mulatto.  All  the  ap- 
pointments in  the  army  are  made  by 
'Casey's  Board,'  as  it  is  called  in 
Washington,  before  whom  each  ap- 
Ijlicant  has  to  go  through  a  strict 
examination.  Dr.  Augusta  presented 
his  application  in  person  and  they  sup- 
posed him  to  be  a  servant  and  gave 
orders  for  his  master  to  appear  at  a 
certain  time.  When  the  time  came  he 
appeared  for  examination.  The  doc- 
tors were  surprised  and  did  not  want 
to  pass  him,  and  therefore  subjected 
him  to  the  strictest  ordeal.  He  passed 
through  it  without  failing  in  a  single 
instance  and  they  were  obliged  to 
accept  him. 

"General  Birnej'  has  great  confi- 
dence in  him.  He  receives  a  salary  of 
$2,000.  I  met  him  at  General's  re- 
ception. He  is  a  perfect  gentleman 
in  appearance.  The  General  sa3\s  he 
has  subjected  himself  to  very  hard 
study,  working  eighteen  hours  out 
of  the  day.  Vs'cW,  to-day  a  man  ap- 
j)eared  at  headfjuarters  and  claimed 
Dr.  Augusta  as  his  slave.  He  said  on 
account  of  his  superior  intelligence  he 
gave  him  great  privileges,  and  nine 
years  ago  he  went  off,  and  he  (the 
master)  had  just  tracked  him  here. 
Dr.  Augusta  happened  to  be  in  Balti- 
more, and  of  course  the  man  got  but 


little  satisfaction  from  General  Birney. 
"  Sunday,  Jan.  31st.  Another  damp, 
foggy  day.  I  have  very  unwillingly 
stayed  in  the  house  most  of  the  day. 
I  wanted  very  much  to  go  to  the 
hospital  this  morning  and  to  hear  the 
colored  jjreachers  this  afternoon,  but 
must  wait  till  another  Sunday.  Lieu- 
tenant Cheeney  returned  last  night. 
He  safely  delivered  the  Southrons  to 
General  Butler  and  saw  them  as- 
signed, all  together,  to  one  of  the  best 
plantations,  and  left  them  as  happy  a 
company  as  possible.  They  are  safely 
anchored  at  last  on  a  farm  where  they 
will  receive  their  first  wages. 

"This  evening  when  our  waiter-man, 
Joe,  brought  in  our  wood  we  kept  him 
to  learn  something  of  his  story.  He 
was  a  slave  in  the  vicinity  of  Bryan- 
town  and  has  never  been  there  since 
he  came  here,  until  yesterday,  wdien  he 
was  sent  for  the  mail.  He  said  he  did 
feel '  right  smart '  when  the  Rebs  came 
up  to  him  and  he  showed  his  blue  coat 
and  said,  'I'm  General  Birney 's  mail 
carrier,  I  is.'  He  said  they  would  not 
dare  to  touch  him.   .   .  '. 

"We  have  studied  our  Bible  lesson 
this  eve  and  imagine  ourselves  at 
teachers'  meeting  at  home.  Our  sec- 
ond Sunday  in  Maryland  has  passed 
pleasantlv.  " 

(A.  R.F.)  "Sunday,  Jan.  31st.  It 
did  not  seem  prudent  for  either  Eliza 
or  Lizzie  to  go  out  in  the  dampness. 
...  I  went  to  the  convalescent 
ward  of  the  9th  Regiment  and  talked 
or  read  with  all  the  men  there.  Miss 
Ball  came  while  I  was  there  and  joined 
in  interesting  the  men.  I  am  sur- 
prised at  the  ignorance  of  these  men, 
even  where  they  affect  some  little 
religious  experience.  ...  I  read  to 
one  set  of  men  the  '  Commandments, ' 
the  'Lord's  Prayer,'  and  told  them  the 
origin  and  celebration  of  the  'Pass- 
over.' There  is  no  mistaking  their 
interest  when  telling  them  of  such 
things.  ...  At  two  o'clock  Miss  Brig- 
ham  and  I  started  for  the  school- 
room to  attend  'the  colored  meeting.' 
The  people  began  with  singing,  then 
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prayer,  quite  low-voiced,  and  in  no 
way  attracting  attention.  .  .  .  'Set 
your  house  in  order,  for  you  shall  die 
and  not  live.'  It  was  a  respectable 
discourse  in  which  the  preacher  stuck 
to  his  text  with  nothing  about  it 
striking  or  peculiar.  When  he  sat 
down  another  man  rose  to  do  the 
dramatics.  He  began  with  consider- 
able elegance  of  oratory  to  say  that 
no  man  in  the  whole  cycle  of  time  could 
escape  that  text.  .  .  .  After  two  sen- 
tences he  became  violent  in  his  ges- 
tures. He  walked  frantically  up  and 
down  and  ended  by  shouting  'Halle- 
lujah.' He  embraced  the  head  and 
neck  of  some  half  dozen  men  one  after 
the  other.  Then  a  crowd  about  him 
began  dancing  and  singing,  throwing 
their  hands  into  the  air  and  shouting, 
preserving  a  wild  kind  of  time,  or 
perhaps  rhythm,  but  to  my  ear  no 
music.   Then  all  knelt  for  prayer.  .  .  . 

''After  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half 
Mr.  Dexter  spoke  to  them,  saying  it 
was  time  to  give  up,  and  they  quietly 
withdrew.  .  .  .  The  men  near  us  were 
quiet  spectators.  I  asked  one  of  them 
why  they  all  remained  still  —  if  they 
were  not  pious  —  said  he,  '  Them's 
Methodis.'  I  imagine  the  Catholics 
and  Baptists  ha\e  some  contempt  for 
the  'Methodis.'  " 

(E.  R.)  "Monday,  Feb.  1st.  We 
have  not  seen  the  sun  to-day.  Our 
school  this  morning  was  small  on  ac- 
count of  a  general  inspection,  which 
occupied  the  men.  ,  .  .  We  had 
drawn  as  much  as  possible  into  our 
individual  shells  and  had  got  to  living 
quite  comj)actlyand  comfortably,  when 
by  a  letter  from  Miss  Stevenson  to- 
night word  came  that  another  teacher 
is  on  her  way  here.  .  .  .  Although 
there  is  plenty  of  work  to  be  done  there 
is  no  accommodation  for  more  laborers. 
I  suppose  our  room  must  expand  and 
take  in  one  more." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Feb.  1st.  An  inter- 
esting incident  of  Saturday's  experi- 
ence I  forgot  to  record.  A  Mrs. 
Diggs,  a  secession  woman,  came  with 
her   colored    man,    her   slave,    to    get 


certificates.  (These  certificates,  if  in 
the  hands  of  loyal  persons,  presented 
to  some  officer  at  Washington,  I  be- 
lieve it  is  the  Secretary  of  War,  entitled 
the  holder  to  money  for  the  slave 
claimed.)  One  was  issued  with  this 
endorsement  from  the  General.  This 
woman  has  a  son  in  the  rebel  army 
and  a  friend  interested  in  that  cause. 
.  .  .  When  she  read  it  (the  certificate) 
her  face  flushed  and  she  thought  if  even 
Mrs.  Gov.  Bradford  and  Mrs.  President 
Lincoln  had  friends  in  the  rebel  army 
it  was  not  sufficient  cause  for  suspect- 
ing her  loyalty.  The  General  told  her 
it  was  a  very  easy  thing  for  a  woman 
to  establish  her  position  as  a  friend 
of  the  Union  notwithstanding  her 
family  were  in  the  rebel  army.  .   .   . 

"To-day,  as  we  tramped  through 
camp,  I  felt  that  we  presented  a  ridicu- 
lous figure,  but  the  courtesy  as  well  as 
interest  of  the  officers  in  the  object  for 
Avhich  we  work  forbids  a  word  or  an  ex- 
pression that  we  are  out  of  place.  My 
school  to-night  was  ver^^  interest- 
ing. 

"Feb.  2d.  Inspection  this  a.m. 
caused  school  to  be  postponed,  so  we 
three  cousins  went  to  the  hospitals  at 
Benedict.  ,  .  .  The  General  is  feeling 
grandly,  or  so  it  appears.  General 
Bowman,  'inspecting  officer,'  closes 
his  duties  to-night  and  says  he  shall 
report  the  regiments  comprising  this 
brigade  in  readiness  for  the  field,  and 
the  General  may  be  away  from  here 
within  three  weeks.  ...  I  told  him 
to-night  if  we  returned  to  Massachu- 
setts within  a  month  we  should  need 
strong  certificates  from  him  that  Ave 
did  not  return  in  disgrace.  .  .  .  Mrs. 
Birney  saA's  she  ho]>es  we  will  not  feel 
that  we  have  done  nothing,  for  our 
influence  must  have  been  great  for 
the  time.  .  .  . 

"For  our  own  ])rofit  and  experience 
it  will  jjrove  i)r()fitable.  The  officers 
assure  us  daily  that  we  have  no  idea  of 
our  influence  over  the  men  in  enabling 
them  to  assert  their  own  manhood." 

{To  be  continued) 
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Forest  Map. 

Note.      The  land  now  in  woods  and  sprout  is  shaded;  unshaded  areas  are  in  cultivation,  pasture  and  grass. 

The  dotted  lines  enclose  the  wooded  lands  of  1853. 


Of  Billerica's  16,000  acres,  9,804 
are  covered  with  forest  or  sprout 
growth,  as  against  the  5,035  acres 
of  such  growth  indicated  on  the  town 
map  of  1853.  A  decrease  of  nearly 
one-half  in  the  acreage  of  cultivated 
and  pasture  land  is  thus  indicated  in 
less  than  sixty  years.  This  increase 
of  woodland  represents  a  decrease, 
not  an  increase  of  forest  values.  Mr. 
William  Sims  of  East  Billerica  esti- 
mates that  since  he  began  lumbering 
twenty-five  years  ago,  14,000,000  board 
feet  have  been  cut  in  the  town;  an 
average  of  about  560,000  a  year,  and 
that  there  is  now  about  300,000  feet 
left  within  a  radius  of  two  and  one- 
half  miles  of  Richard.son  jVIill. 

An  apj)roximatc  estimate  indicates 
that  in  the  whole  town  there  is  not 
,over  1,000,000  feet  standing.  The 
average  cut  yields  about  one-third 
.sfjuare  edge  lumber  and  two-thirds 
boxwood  lumber.  Twenty  years  ago 
boxwood  lumber  sold  for  $8.50  per  M., 
and   square   edge   lumber  for   $14.50. 


Now  boxwood  lumber  sells  for  $19 
per  M.,  and  square  edge  lumber  sells 
for  $25  per  M. 

The  average  y\e\d.  of  two  Billerica 
pine  lots,  s\xi\  years  old,  that  Mr. 
Sims  has  cut  and  measured,  was  about 
164  feet  per  acre  per  year,  whereas  the 
average  yield  ought  to  be  in  pure  pine 
stands  800  feet  per  acre  per  year, 
according  to  Mr.  Cook  of  the  State 
Forestry  Department.  This  164  feet 
would  represent  a  return  to  owner  at 
present  stumpage  rate  of  $10  per 
M.,  this  being  $1.64  per  year  on  land, 
having  an  average  valuation  of  not 
over  $30  a  year  for  a  fifty-year  period. 

In  view  of  the  return  indicated  in 
j\lr.  Barclay's  article  from  Farm  Land 
in  the  July  issue,  it  is  clear  that  forests 
are  not  as  profitable  as  farm  crops. 
Furthermore,  the  State  Forestry  De- 
partment does  not  recommend  the 
growing  of  forests  as  a  crop  on  Billerica 
hinds,  because  nearly  all  of  it  is  suited 
for  field  crops  or  fruit,  and  is  near  the 
Boston  market. 
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EDITORL\L 

We  were  hard  put  to  it  at  the  poll.s 
thi.s  year.  The  nation  seemed  to  be 
putting  up  her  be.st  men  a.s  presidential 
candidates,  but  each  was  in  the  eyes 
of  the  others  ashopeless  as  Don  Quixote. 
We  simply  couldn't  help  voting  against 
the  judgment  ol"  two  great  and  in- 
fluential men,  no  matter  how  we 
twisted  the  ballot.  Too  bad  that  we 
could  not  have  had  three  Presidents, 
and  saved  this  embarrassment. 

Someway  we  feel  relieved,  now  tha.t 

the  election  is  over,  to  find  that  the 
earth  is  not  split  wide  open.  The 
silence  (on  the  part  of  voters)  was 
])ainful  before  election.  We  held  our 
fingers  in  our  ears,  watched  the  fuse 
burn  right  up  to  bomb,  then  waited 
in  horrible  agony  for  the  explosion  that 
would  blow  our  government  to  atoms. 
But  there  was  no  explosion.  We 
turned  away,  looked  upon  the  good 
old  earth  again,  and  were  rather  sur- 
])rised  to  find  the  ground  still  under 
our  feet,  the  cattle  still  grazing  on  the 
hillsides,  the  cock  still  crowing  in  the 
flush  of  dawn,  even  the  factories  still 
busy  grinding  out  human  necessities. 


However,  it  is  disconcerting  to  have 
waited  so  long  for  the  crack  of  doom 
only  to  find  that  it  didn't  crack,  so 
the  fireworks  undoubtedly  will  be 
started  up  again;  we  will  all  be  notified 
that  this  time  the  bottom  surely  will 
drop  out,  our  lives  be  in  jeopardy,  our 
liberty  impeached,  what  not,  if  so  and 
so  is  not  elected. 

All  of  which  may  serve  to  remind 
us  that  political  blowing  does  not 
always  bring  rain,  political  lightning 
does  not  often  strike,  and  political 
thunder  does  not  clear  the  air.  The 
real  downright  politics  is  that  which 
cultivates  the  soil,  educates  the  chil- 
dren, and  provides  for  the  home. 
Citizens  who  are  highly  efficient  in 
that  kind  of  politics  will  be  able  to 
govern  themselves,  and  the  nation 
too.  Such  politicians  Billerica  is  proud 
to  produce  and  to  honor. 

BILLERICA  DAY-BOOK 

October 

2.     First  social  given  by  Howe  School  class 
of  1913.     Dance. 
Open  meeting  of  Talbot  Lodge. 
N.  E.  O.  P.  entertainment  and  dance. 
4.      Meeting  of  South  Middlesex  Federation 
Y.  P.  R.  U.  at  First  Parish  Church. 
Address  by   Dr.   Edwin  D.   Starbuck 
of  Boston. 

8.  Supper  served  by  young  ladies  of  First 
Baptist  Church. 

9.  Meeting  of  Selectmen. 
10.      Meeting    of    Nineteen     Hundred     Club 

with  Mrs.  Ada  Jones. 

Meeting  of  Grange  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
Subject  discussed,  "How  can  the 
social,  educational,  and  material  in- 
terests of  Billerica  be  advanced."* 

Meeting  of  the  Parish  Club.  Address 
by  Rev.  David  C.  Torrey  of  Bedford. 
12.  Banquet  served  by  Shawsheen  Lodge. 
Winning  Rebekah  Lodge  invited. 
Odd  Fellow  veteran's  jewel  and  beau- 
tiful clock  presented  to  Josiah  Wright 
in  honor  of  his  seventieth  birthday, 
October  12. 

Annual  meeting  of  Historical  Society. 
Officers  elected  were  President,  J. 
Harold  Dale;  Vice-President,  Edward 
F.  Dickinson;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Clara 
E.  Sexton;  Treasurer,  T.  Frank  Lyons; 
Directors,  Warren  H.  Manning, 
Charles  E.  Hosmer,  Franklin  Jaquith, 
Sidney  A.  Bull,  Carrie  E.  Richardson, 
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Miss  Abby  Jaquith,  and  Dr.  A.  War- 
ren Stearns. 

14.  Talbot   School   closed   for   one    week   on 

account  of  scarlet  fever. 

15.  Meeting;    of    Ladies'     Mission    Circle    of 

North  Hiilerica  Haptist  Church,  at 
home  of  Mrs.  M.  F.  Rowcll. 
Mrs.  Clark  entertained  the  Loauiuii 
Baldwin  Chapter  D.  A.  R.  of  Woburii 
at  her  home.  Paper  by  William  R. 
Cutter  read  by  Mrs.  Sears  of  Arling- 
ton. 
Ifi.  Annual  Fair  of  Unitarian  Church.  Net 
proceeds  $221.;').')  Proceeds  for  Iflll, 
$2.50. 10;  lOlO,  $222.20;  190!),  $11)1. 7(i. 

17.  Annual    meeting    of    Billerica    Improve- 

ment   Association.     Election    of    offi- 
cers; result  given  on  page  3. 

18.  Clover  Club  held  social  and  entertain- 

ment at  St.  Anne's  Episcopal  Mission. 

Funeral    of    Mi.ss    Spaulding,    sister    of 
Mrs.  Wm.  Pasho. 

Annual  meeting  of    Unitarian  Women's 
Alliance. 
21.      Meeting    of    Selectmen.     Plan    of    Park 
Commission    for    riverside    drive    dis- 
cussed. 

23.  Harvest    supper   of    Willing    Workers   of 

North  Billerica  Baptist  Church. 

24.  Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club  in 

Lowell.       Mrs.      Samuel       McQuaid, 
hostess. 
Supper  at  Congregational  Church  given 
by  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society. 
2().      Funeral     of    Chester    Arthur    Simpson, 
infant  son  of  Mr.  and   Mrs.  John   E. 
Simpson  of  North  Billerica. 
Miss  Ida  B.  Turner  and  Mr.  Oliver  P. 
Greenwoo<l     united    in    marriage    at 
home   of   l)ride's  mother,   by  Rev.  J. 
Harold      Dale.      At      home      January 
1,  1913. 

30.  Annual   entertainment   of    Billericii    Im- 

provement Association  in  Town  Hall. 

31.  Hallowe'en  party   in   Town    Hall  given 

by  Mayflower  Club. 

THE  NEW  LAUNDRY 

Thomas  F.  Sheridan,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  is  building  a 
laundry  in  North  Billerica.  The  plant 
will  include  a  building  forty  by  fifty 
feet,  with  a  twelve  by  fifteen  feet 
boiler  room.  The  work  will  begin 
with  three  washing  machines,  an  ex- 
tractor, a  mangle,  dry  room,  in  addi- 
tion to  other  necessary  machinery, 
including  a  twenty-five  horse-power 
engine  and  forty  horse-power  boiler. 
Mr.  Sheridan  expects  to  cater  for  the 
best  familv  trade,  and  in  order  to  do 


the  best  possible  work  has  ordered 
what  is  known  as  the  Kelley-lierryman 
heater  and  purifier,  a  .system  that 
does  away  with  the  old-fashioned 
water  tanks,  and  heats  the  water 
instantaneously. 

The  new  laundry  will,  it  is  expected, 
be  ready  to  serve  the  ])eo])le  by 
December  10. 

THE  BILLERICA  IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

The  Billerica  Improvement  Associa- 
tion begins  a  new  year  with  bigger 
plans  and  brighter  prospects  than 
ever  before.  This  is  largely  the  result 
of  the  painstaking  work  which  the 
former  president,  Warren  H.  Manning, 
has  been  doing  for  months,  e^•-en  years, 
back.  He  has  made  careful  study  of 
the  topography  of  the  town,  and  is 
able  to  show  exactly  how  to  develop 
its  possibilities  to  greatest  advantage. 
The  latest  and  largest  step  taken  in 
this  direction  was  the  action  of  the 
Park  Commission,  which  voted  to 
accept  a  roadway  along  the  Concord 
River  throughout  its  course  in  Billerica. 
Property  owners  will  be  given  a  chance 
to  deed  land  bordering  the  river  to 
the  Park  Commission,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  all  the  land  necessary  may  be 
gained  in  this  way,  thus  avoiding 
extra  ex])ense.  At  the  annual  enter- 
tainment of  the  association,  held 
October  80,  the  maps  already  pub- 
lished serially  in  Billerica  were  ex- 
hibited as  lantern  .slides  and  l)riefly 
explained.  Views  of  noted  j^arks  were 
presented  as  gentle  reminders  of  what 
might  be  done  in  Billerica.  Beautiful 
trees  of  historic  interest  were  shown 
on  the  screen,  and  townspeople,  es- 
pecially children,  were  urged  to  send 
Mr.  Manning  information  regarding 
old  trails,  historic  spots,  buildings, 
landmarks,  etc. 

An  important  feature  of  the  meeting 
is  the  awarding  of  prizes.  The  best 
efforts  in  the  cultivation  of  nature's 
beauty  are  rewarded  each  year  by 
substantial     prizes.      This    year    the 
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winners  were,  for  best  kept  premises, 
1st.  AYarren  E.  Metcalf;  2d,  Mary  J. 
Hayes;  3d,  Mrs.  Percy  Dockham: 
for  vines,  1st.  Percy  D.  Livingston; 
2d,  IVIary  J.  Hayes;  3d,  Mrs.  Percy 
Dockham:  for  window  and  porch 
boxes,  Sumner  Thayer:  for  flower 
gardens,  1st,  Lottie  Schult;  2d,  Wilfred 
Thayer;  3d,  Marie  Verner;  one  dollar 
special  prize  to  Mary  J.  Hayes:  for 
vegetable  gardens,  1st,  Victor  Schult; 
2d,  Elmer  Hatch;  3d,  Fred  Cuillette. 
Honorable  mention  was  given  to 
George  T.  Dimock,  who  won  first 
prize  in  1911,  and  was,  therefore, 
ineligible  this  year. 

Rev.  Charles  H.  Williams,  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Judges,  awarded 
the  prizes. 

The  entertainment  closed  with  a 
moving  picture  exhibit,  which  was  as 
usual  instructive  and  entertaining. 

The  incoming  officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion are  thus  installed  at  a  time  when 
success  is  wellnigh  inevitable.  Long 
meditated  plans  are  coming  to  definite 
action.  Long  cherished  hoj^es  are  on 
the  verge  of  fruition.  The  towns- 
people are  responding  with  new  in- 
terest to  the  call  of  the  beautiful. 

The  officers  for  the  coming  year  are: 
President,  Lyman  V.  Rutledge;  Secre- 
tary, Herbert  F.  Jacobs;  Treasurer, 
T.  Frank  Lyons.  Ways  and  Means 
Committee.  Mrs.  G.  M.  Preston, 
I.  M.  Hanson,  F.  G.  Farquhar,  J.  F. 
Talbot,  Natt  H.  Hutchins,  Chas. 
E.  Hosmer.  Road  and  Roadside  Com- 
mittee, H.  O'Brien,  T.  F.  Sheridan, 
N.  R.  Jones,  L.  V.  Rutledge,  Mrs. 
Sidney  A.  Bull.  Public  Grounds  and 
Reservations  C'ommittee,  Warren  H. 
Manning,  J.  Nelson  Parker,  H.  A. 
King,  M.  H.  Kohlrausch,  Harriet  B. 
Rogers.  Home  and  School  (jroiuids 
Committee,  I.  M.  Hanson,  Frederic 
S.  Clark,  G.  A.  Thommcn,  C.  H. 
Williams,  B.  F.  Hardiiig.  and  Mrs. 
G.  Whiteside. 

THE  TALBOT  MH.LS  PRIZES 

What  the  Lnprovement  Association 


does  for  the  entire  town  in  the  way  of 
encouraging  residents  to  improve  their 
premises  the  Talbot  Mills  do  for  their 
employees.  Prizes  are  given  annually 
to  the  most  successful  flower  charmers. 
The  winners  this  year  were  as  follows: 
Best  kept  premises:  1st,  Elizabeth 
Coffey;  2d,  Walter  Radclifl"e;  3d, 
Samuel  Lord.  Vines:  1st,  Thomas 
Waterhouse;  2d,  Samuel  Lord;  3d, 
none;  4th,  Walter  RadcliflFe.  Window 
and  porch  boxes:  1st,  none;  2d, 
Thomas  Waterhouse;  3d,  Walter  Rad- 
cliffe.  Flower  gardens:  1st,  Thomas 
Waterhouse;  2d,  Samuel  Lord;  3d, 
Walter  Radcliffe.  Vegetable  gardens: 
1st.  none;  2d,  Raymond  Carter;  3d, 
Lena  Simpson. 

The  prizes  were  awarded  in  the 
Thomas  Talbot  Memorial  Hall  at 
North  Billerica  by  Mr.  Frederic  S. 
Clark,  President  of  the  Talbot  Mills. 
A  stereopticon  and  motion  picture 
entertainment  followed. 

THANKSGIVING  MEMORIES 

Just  one  hundred  and  sixteen  years 
ago  the  first  President  of  the  L^nited 
States,  after  having  made  his  famous 
farewell  address,  was  gracefully  filling 
out  his  term  of  office  while  John  Adams 
walked  the  fields,  cane  in  hand,  kill- 
ing rattlesnakes  (who  knows  to  the 
contrary?)  in  blissful  anticipation  of 
March  4.  Adams,  federalist,  had  de- 
feated Jefferson,  republican,  by  a  hand- 
some majority  of  two  electoral  votes. 
Those  were  in  the  good  old  days  when 
the  Vice-President  was  the  second 
fiddler  in  the  electoral  college  orchestra. 
We  are  more  progressive  now. 

IVIeanwhile  in  Billerica,  Rev.  Henry 
Cummings  was  the  clerical  politician. 
He  was  ordained  here  January  26, 
1763,  and  in  1780  was  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate to  thcconventionwhichframed  the 
Constitution  of  Massachusetes.  This 
year,  1!)12,  Rew  C.  H.  Williams  goes  to 
Congress  as  our  Representative,  and 
may  perchance  have  something  to  do 
with  the  interpretation  or  amendment 
of  that  Constitution. 
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AFr.  ('uinmings  witnessed  the  Revo- 
lution, iielped  frame  our  Constitution, 
voted  for  Washington,  and  on  Decem- 
ber 1"),  179(i,  preached  a  Thanksgiving 
sermon  in  which  he  said: 

"Some  indeed  seem  k)th  to  bestow 
upon  our  beloved  President  deserved 
praise, for  his  patriotic  deeds, and  noble 
exertions  for  the  emancii)ation  of  his 
country  and  its  elevation  to  its  present 
glorious  state  of  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence; being  rather  disposed  to 
detract  from  his  merits,  and  load  him 
with  abusive  slander.  But  it  is  for  his 
honour,  that  his  vilifiers  and  calum- 
niators generally  chuse  to  keep  out 
of  sight,  and  to  lie  concealed  behind 
the  press,  from  whence,  under  some 
fictitious  signatiu'es,  they  shoot  their 
poisoned  arrows  in  the  dark;  as  if  they 
were  conscious,  that  by  shewing  them- 
selves, they  should  sink  before  the  char- 
acter which  they  attack,  and  become 
invisible,  like  the  twinkling  stars,  in 
the  meridian  blaze  of  the  sun." 

The  author  of  this  fine  utterance 
died  twenty-seven  years  later,  after 
com])leteng  sixty  full  years  as  minister 
of  the  First  Parish  Church.  He  was 
thankful  for  the  great  and  noble  char- 
acters who  fathered  our  liberty,  and 
we,  his  fellow  citizens  of  a  later  cen- 
tury, have  equal  cause  for  gratitude. 

Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

{Contimied  from  October  Issue) 

The  three  women.  Misses  Eliza  A.  Rogers, 
Anne  R.  Faulkner,  and  Elizalieth  Rogers, 
responded  to  tlie  call  of  the  Freedmcn's 
Bureau,  and  went  South,  January  13,  1864, 
lo  teach  colored  men. 

The  opening  paragrapli  of  this  chapter  is  a 
remark  by  \.  R.  F.,  relative  to  the  work  they 
were  doing  at  Benedict,  Md 

"That  we  have  all  willed  to  do  our 
best  Heaven  knows.  If  it  is  best  that 
we  remain  we  are  quite  hai)])y  in  so 
doing  If  it  is  ordered  otherwise  we 
are  very,  very  happy  to  retm-n  home 
with  all  the  added  knowledge  of  mili- 
tary life  and  human  character." 


(E.  R.)  "Tuesday,  Feb.  2d.  On 
account  of  a  general  inspection  this 
morning  we  had  no  school.  After 
breakfast  Eliza  and  I  started  for  the 
hospitals,  where  we  passed  the  fore- 
noon. In  going  there  we  cross  a  marsh 
on  which  planks  have  been  laid  for 
pedestrians,  but  when  the  tide  is  high 
it  is  hardly  passable.  As  we  reached 
the  place  we  found  a  negro  who  had  put 
down  his  basket  and  bundle  and  waited 
until  we  came  up  that  he  might  help 
us  across,  which  he  did  in  such  a  re- 
spectful, gentle  way,  saying,  'My 
Missis  always  taught  me  to  be  tender 
of  the  ladies.'  In  the  9th  hospital  I 
found  four  men  had  died  since  my  last 
^'isit ....  The  young  men  at  our  mess 
I  like  very  much.  They  are  rather 
above  the  ordinary  stamp.  They  are 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  years  of 
age  and  noble-hearted  fellows.  Our 
boxes  and  barrels  which  were  started 
before  us  arrived  to-night.  W^e  have 
l)ecome  so  accustomed  to  our  straw 
])illows  that  we  shall  hardly  need  our 
feather  ones  now.  The  fog  of  the  last 
three  days  has  dis})ersed  to-day  and  we 
were  glad  to  see  the  sun.   .   .   . 

"]\Irs.  Birney  has  invited  us  in  her 
room,  and  after  we  come  out  I  have 
an  official  letter  to  write  to  Miss 
Stevenson. 

"  Feb.  3d.  We  heard  last  night  that 
the  camp  was  to  be  broken  up  here 
in  about  two  weeks  and  the  troops  to 
be  sent  into  the  field.  It  is  difficult 
to  know  an;\'thing  certainly  here,  and 
we  probably  shall  not  know  about  our 
leaving  until  it  is  time  to  pack  knaj)- 
sacks.  .  .   . 

"Mrs.  Birney  says  to-night  that  we 
shall  leave  next  week,  and  she  has 
invited  JNIiss  Brigham  to  remain  in 
Philadelphia  with  her  and  teach  her 
children  till  April. 

"Feb.  4th.  Lieutenant  Evans  was 
back  again  to-day.  I  think  it  is  rare 
to  find  such  a  band  of  young  men  to- 
gether. Captain  Post  and  Lieutenant 
Stewart  gave  us  their  photographs. 
[The  Billerica  ladies  messed  at  Captain 
Post's  table.]     After  school  Eliza  and 
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I  thought  we  would  take  a  view  of  the 
surrounding  country.  We  went  up 
through  the  l!)th  and  saw  their  com- 
pany drill  and  then  went  round  to  the 
cabins  on  the  different  hills." 

(E.  A.  R.)  "We  went  to  every 
negro  hut  w'e  could.  First  we  found 
a  family  of  free  blacks.  The  father 
got  his  living  by  oystering.  They  said 
they  were  comfortable  save  that  their 
house  was  very  cold.  It  was  full  of 
cracks  where  you  could  look  out  of 
doors.  Not  a  glazed  window  did  we 
find  in  any  habitation,  and  we  went  to 
six  different  ones.  The  doors  stood 
open  or  else  they  were  in  darkness 
except  where  there  was  an  opening 
which  could  be  closed  by  a  wooden 
shutter.  The  free  blacks  paid  $15 
yearly  rent,  generally  in  labor. 

"In  the  second  family  we  found  a 
woman  and  four  children.  Her  hus- 
band, a  slave,  died  last  autumn.  She 
said  she  had  got  along  comfortably 
so  far  with  what  money  he  left  her 
and  what  washing  she  could  get  to  do. 
When  he  was  living  he  worked  for  his 
master  all  the  time,  except  a  short  time 
at  noon,  at  breakfast,  and  in  the  even- 
ing. He  was  furnished  with  clothes,  a 
half -bushel  of  meal,  and  three  pounds  of 
meat  once  a  fortnight." 

(E.  R.)  "In  one  cabin  we  found  a 
group  of  four  little  black  children 
sitting  on  the  hearth  with  their  little 
black  toes  drawn  u])  to  the  warm  ashes. 
The  oldest  might  have  been  eight 
years,  and  in  her  arms  was  a  babe  of  a 
few  months,  and  in  a  box  in  the  chim- 
ney corner,  covered  with  a  mess  of 
rags,  was  a  tiny  baby  of  a  month  or 
two,  asleep.  Here  were  six  little  ones 
and  quite  a  ])icture  they  made. 

"They  said  their  mother's  name  was 
"  Julya,'  We  commended  the  motherly 
little  girl  for  taking  care  of  so  many, 
two  of  them  her  cousins,  and  went  on." 
(E.  A.  R.)  "  'Were  they  brothers 
and  sisters?  '  'Dese  two  and  de  baby 
is.  ...  Dis  yere  one,  and  dat  baby, 
is  de  yaller  woman's  child.'  .  .  .  We 
saw  old  women  who  had  escaped  from 
slavery.  ...  I     came     home    feeling 


that  all  this  awful  waste  of  life  was  not 
for  naught  if  by  it  the  oppressed  could 
be  set  free." 

(E.  R.)  "We  went  around  among 
the  Moulton  slaves  and  the  contra- 
bands. We  found  one  poor  woman 
who  had  come  from  over  the  country, 
whose  life  had  been  a  hard  one.  All 
her  children  had  been  sold  from  her 
when  young  —  with  one  exception. 
She  is  now  alone  and  doing  very  well 
in  taking  washing  from  the  soldiers. 
All  the  water  has  to  be  '  toted'  on  their 
heads  or  in  buckets  from  the  ravines 
up  the  steep  hills.  The  houses  have 
no  windows  and  we  asked  if  they  could 
keep  warm.  They  said,  'Oh,  no,  not 
in  cold  weather.'  We  should  think 
animals  would  suffer  with  so  little 
protection.  .  .  .  To-morrow  we  shall 
try  to  distribute  clothing  among  these 
poor  people.  The  contrabands  must 
all  be  hurried  away  from  here,  for  after 
the  troops  leave  they  will  suffer  from 
the  rebels." 

(A.R.  F.)  "Feb  4th.  When  talk- 
ing with  the  young  men  at  dinner 
about  the  experiences  of  the  morning 
they  said  we  could  see  nothing  of  the 
effects  of  slavery  here,  it  had  existed 
in  a  mild  form,  but  go  to  Georgia  if  we 
wanted  to  see  what  it  was.   .   .   . 

"Talk  about  discomfort  for  us,  why, 
we  have  not  known  anything  but 
luxury.  We  have  not  tried  anything 
yet  that  has  not  provoked  mirth 
rather  than  a  groan.  We  'give  up' 
and  'come  down'  daily  in  our  fancies 
and  notions,  yet  we  could  part  with  a 
great  deal  that  we  have  now  and  yet 
not  suffer  in  the  least.   .   .   . 

"We  have  constant  mingling  of 
serious  thought  and  jolly  feeling. 
Much  money  would  not  buy  from  me 
the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the 
few  weeks  past." 

(E.  R.)  "Camp  Stanton,  Feb.  5, 
1864.  Anne  and  I  called  on  Mrs. 
Thomas  and  then  with  a  bag  of  cloth- 
ing we  started  for  Julia's  house  where 
we  saw  the  six  little  black  children. 
We  made  the  mother's  heart  glad  by 
gi\ing    to   each  child   something,  and 
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to  the  oldest  we  gave  tlie  little  doll 
that  Belle  Talbot  sent  to  'some  little 
black  girl.' 

"Eliza  and  Miss  Brighani  went  to 
the  hospital. 

"Saturday,  Feb.  6th.  After  break- 
fast we  went  to  witness  dress  parade, 
which  was  finely  done.  On  the  field 
we  were  introduced  to  Captain  Gran- 
ville who  said  he  had  been  to  Billerica. 
From  school,  Eliza  Anne  and  I  went 
to  visit  the  neighboring  plantation  of 
Mr.  Sly.  The  Sly  mansion  has  rather 
more  of  the  Southern  elegance  than 
any  we  have  seen.  .  .  .  Everything 
about  had,  what  Yankees  would  call, 
a  shiftless  a]3]jearance." 

(E.  A.  R.)  "The  slave  quarters 
were  no  better  inside  than  we  had 
seen  before;  their  better  external 
appearance  reminded  me  of  whited 
sepulchers.  Anne  and  Lizzie  went  off 
over  a  hill,  but  I  kept  the  public  road. 
Here  I  met  a  fine  young  man,  a  negro, 
one  of  Mr.  Sly's  slaves,  and  had  quite 
a  talk  with  him.  He  tried  to  enlist 
but  the  doctor  would  not  accept  him. 
He  said  he  was  very  anxious  to  learn. 
His  wife  lived  about  twelve  miles  off. 

"I  called  on  a  family  of  free  blacks 
living  in  one  of  Mr.  Sly's  huts.  There 
were  a  man,  wife  and  grown-up 
daughter.  The  sheets  and  pillowcases 
on  the  bed  were  so  white  and  clean 
you  would  be  willing  to  sleep  there. 
On  the  table  covered  by  a  white  cloth 
were  boiled  fish  and  bread  that  looked 
attractive. 

"I  came  home  and  had  just  time  to 
distribute  some  clothing  to  the  women 
from  the  9th  hospital,  and  then  to 
dinner  on  soup,  coddled  beef,  bread 
and  butter.  We  have  nice  butter  all 
the  time.  .  .  .  An  invitation  came 
from  Ca])tain  Post  for  a  boat  ride, 
but  we  cannot  find  time  without  leav- 
ing school;  Avould  we  go  on  Sunday' .^ 
Declined.     There  is  the  greatest  un- 


certainty as  to  when  we  shall  leave, 
perhaps  in  one  week,  perhaps  in  five. 
The  last  barrels  sent  have  not  arrived." 

{E.  R.)  "I  had  not  as  large  a  class 
as  usual  this  evening.  .  .  .  We  held  a 
levee  to-night.  Our  guests  were  Cap- 
tain Post  of  our  mess,  Captain  Royal 
and  Captain  Wesley.  Our  apartment, 
which  looked  so  small  to  us  three  weeks 
ago,  now  seems  quite  spacious;  even 
large  enough  to  take  in  one  more 
lodger,  and  receive  calls  in. — 'Joe'  is 
going  this  eve  to  see  his  wife  and  child 
who  are  slaves  on  the  place  from  which 
he  escaped,  eight  miles  off.  He  says 
he  shall  be  back  by  '  sun  up, '  as  his 
visit  is  to  be  a  stolen  one,  for  they  are 
desirous  to  catch  him.  We  gave  him 
some  clothes  for  his  wife  and  baby, 
and  with  a  pair  of  shoes  which  he 
bought  for  his  wife,  he  started  off, 
caring  little  for  the  dangers  in  the  hope 
of  seeing  his  family  for  an  hour  or  two 
at   midnight." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "  Feb.  6th.  Mrs.  Birney 
w^as  in  our  room  late  last  night  telling 
incidents  of  slave  life.  Her  father  was 
a  slave  holder  and  thought  he  held 
slaves  on  Scripture  ground,  as  he  freed 
them  every  seven  years  and  bought 
new  ones.  Then  she  returned  to  St. 
Louis  after  her  marriage  with  eyes 
opened  to  the  revolting  scenes  of 
slavery  of  which  she  had  thought  but 
little  before.  .  .   . 

"There  is  one  tribute  which  we 
can  bear  to  the  perfect  decorum  and 
propriety  of  these  rnen.  We  pass 
through  the  'camp'  at  all  times  and 
we  have  yet  to  hear  the  first  word 
offensive  even  to  good  taste,  nor  have 
we  seen  the  expression  of  any  dis- 
courtesy. .  .  . 

"Reverence  for  superiors  —  it  would 

be  well  never  to  liave  it  less  among 

any  race  or  class,  so  much  of  noble 

aspiration,  if  not  all,  springs  from  this." 

{To  be  continued) 
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On  this  plan,  church,  school,  town, 
commons,  and  the  Gilson  Hill  reser- 
vation lands  are  indicated  in  black. 
The  heavy  dotted  lines  are  suggestions 
for  future  roads  and  reservations. 

At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Survey  and  Park  Commission  of  the 
town  held  on  October  21,  all  were 
agreed  that  it  was  desirable  to  acquire 
land  on  the  Concord  River  shores, 
upon  which  there  could  be  ultimately 
established  roads  and  trails  to  form 
part  of  a  system  of  drives  from  the  sea 
up  tlie  Merrimac  to  tiie  Concord,  and 
up  the  Concord  to  its  source  and  to 
the  great  Metro])olitan  water  sup])ly 
reservations  on  the  Nashua  River. 
Similar  shore  reservations  are  being 
acquired  on  the  Charles  and  Nepon- 
set  Rivers. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission and  the  lioard  of  Survey  that 
land  should  be  secured  by  gift  from 
owners,  not  purchased  l)y  the  town,  for 
such  purposes,  and  that  the  town  should 
not  be  asked  to  make  appropriations 
for  improvements  on  such  lands  until 
public  necessities  demanded  roads. 


The  other  features  of  this  plan, 
which  include  ways  along  the  Shaw- 
sheen  and  the  several  brooks  leading 
to  the  two  rivers  from  the  town,  ways 
along  the  steam  railways  and  the  old 
^liddlesex  Canal,  together  with  the 
extensions  and  connections  of  direct 
cross  town  roads,  were  considered  at 
the  meeting  above  referred  to,  and  also 
at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  committees 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Improve- 
ment x\ssociation  on  October  30.  All 
these  lines  need  more  study  on  the  part 
of  officials,  committees,  and  all  citi- 
zens before  decided  convictions  can 
l)e  formed. 

These  are  the  questions  to  be  con- 
sidered: Should  we  have,  in  addition 
to  Concord  River  shore  reservations 
for  future  roads  and  walks,  similar 
reservations  along  the  Shawsheen 
River  and  the  town  brooks.^  Should 
we  have  roads  along  the  steam  rail- 
roads? Should  \vc  determine  the  lines 
of  future  thoroughfares  and  acquire 
land  therefor?  Are  these  parts  of 
roads  that  should  be  superseded  by 
new  lines? 
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All    Leading  Sorts  of 


CARNATIONS 


Take  a  look  at  them  at  the 
o-reenhouses  of 


BACKER   &   CO. 

BOSTON  ROAD 

VISITORS    ALWAYS   WELCOME 


BILLERICA  CUSTOM 
LAUNDRY 

High  grade  work,  quick,  efficient  ser- 
vice. Family  work  delivered  as  soon  as 
done.  Alodernand  intelligent  methods 
employed,  making  laundr^'ing  an  exact 
science. 

Note   our    SPECIALTY    PRICES 

60  pieces  Family  Laundry 

75  cents 

Snow  white  wet  wash 

50  cents  the  basket 

Dozen  lots  30  cents,   also  dozen  lots^ 

six  large  and   six   small   pieces   of  flat 

work  25  cents. 

Save  fuss  and  muss  in  the  liousehold,  steamy 
rooms  and  wash-da\'  worries.  Call  and  see  how 
it  is  done. 

Thomas  F.  Sheridan 

Proprietor 

Rear  Wilson  Street,  North  Billerica 


THE   GREENWOOD   MFG   CO. 


Garage  heated  for  winter  storage. 

AUTO    SUPPLIES, 

Gasoline,  Oil,  etc. 


Electrical  contracting  and  fixtures. 
Boston  Road  Telephone  53-12 


ROLAND   G.   WRIGHT 

Registered    Pharmacist 


Corner  Main  and  River  Street 
f^illerica  Centre 


i'Juilders'  Hardware 
Fanning  Tools 


Mi.xcd  Paints,  Oils 
(Jlass,  Putty 


Rocjtintr  Materials 
\\  ire  Fencing',  etc. 

E.  A.  KING 

Contractor   and    Builder 

Billerica  Centre  Telephone  26-,? 


H.  G.  WATTS 

Groceries,  Provisions  and 
Hardware 

BILLERICA  CENTRE 


BILLERICA  PRINTING   CO. 
Job  Printing  of  All  Kinds 

FIRST-CLASS   WORK    .M    LO\\  KST  PRICES 
Francis  R.   Lyons 

Manager 
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BILLERICA,  OUR  BILLERICA 

Billerica,  our  Billerica, 

We  think  of  thee  thy  natal  day. 

For  thee  true  homage  would  we  pay. 

Then  let  no  strife  ere  (Jim  the  glory 

Of  thy  grand,  old,  old  story. 

For  thee  thy  birth,  thy  life,  thy  fame 

Has  won  in  truth  a  lasting  name. 


Billerica,  our  Bilha-ica, 
The  red  man  loved  thy  shady  rills. 
The  sunny  slopes  of  thy  fair  hills; 
Here  oft,  days  past,  their  war-cry  rung. 
And  battle  songs  were  loudly  sung. 
Ah !  how  their  keen-ej'ed  sight  did  scan 
The  way  of  CMil  fate  to  man ! 


Billerica.  our  Billerica, 

But  then  fiw  better  deeds  were  wrought 

When  sires,  so  brave,  here  dwellings  sought. 

And  swung  their  banner  for  the  right 

On  l)row  of  hill,  in  goodly  sight. 

Their  faitli  in  God,  and  love  to  man. 

Their  happy  ways  of  life  began. 


Billerica,  our  Billerica, 
We'll  oft  repeat  thy  ancient  lore, 
We,"ll  bless  tiiy  mem'ry  evermore. 
We'll  let  the  good  o'er  ill  prevail 
O'er  crest  of  hill,  and  lowly  vale. 
Our  present-day  shall  message  bring 
In  tongs  of  patriotic  ring. 


Billerica,  our  Billerica, 
We  plead  for  thee  "  God  speed  the  right, " 
And  may  His  will  e'er  guard  our  sight. 
May  brave  and  true  and  noble  hearts 
Beat  warm  and  firm  till  life  departs 
For  Billerica,  our  Billerica. 

Abby  Jaquith. 

11  ffl  a 
BILLERICA  DAY  BOOK 
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11. 


14. 

15. 


16. 


October 
Mr.  Patrick  H.  Murningham  and  Mrs. 
Jeannette     Gonyea      were     united     in 
marriage  at   St.   Andrew's   Church   by 
Rev.  Edmund  J.  Cornell. 

November 

Awarding  of  prizes  offered  by  Talbot 
Mills.  See  Billerica  for  November, 
page  4. 

Election  Day.  Vote  cast  in  Billerica. 
For  President:  Taft  204;  Roosevelt 
199;  Wilson  148.  For  Governor: 
Walker  212;  Foss  187;  Bird  143.  For 
Congressman:  Rogers  301;  O'Sullivan 
178;  Osgood  64.  For  Senator:  Walsh 
254;  Macy  92;  Fisher  171.  For 
Representative:  Williams  349;  Cuff 
170;  For  Councillor:  Simpson  236; 
Hunter  87,  Hogan  180. 

Son  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Harold 
Dale. 

Asa  John  Patten  Circle  held  regular 
meeting.  Emma  T.  Thurlow,  De- 
partment President,  present  for  annual 
visit. 

Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club  in 
First  Parish  vestry.  Lecture  by  Miss 
Clark  on  "Balzac."  Music  furnished 
by  Mrs.  Greenwood  and  Mr.  Law- 
rence Greenwood. 

Grace  Webster,  aged  ten,  accidentally 
shot  and  killed  by  her  brother,  aged 
twelve. 

Meeting  of  the  Parish  Club  at  the  home 
of  Miss  Lottie  Cowdrey.  History  of 
First  Parish  Church  reviewed. 

Meeting  of  Selectmen. 

Meeting  of  Board  of  Trade.  Further 
comment  elsewhere. 

Meeting  of  St.  Elizabeth's  Guild. 

Beautiful  table  cover  presented  to  Mrs. 
Bertha  Dawson,  who  left  Billerica 
to  reside  in  Lowell. 

Meeting  of  Grange.  New  nembers  in- 
itiated. 

Woman's  Alliance  addressed  by  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Dole  on  "The  Spiritual 
Interpretation  of  History." 

Twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Father 
Mathew  Total  Abstinence  vSociety 
celebrated  by  a  dance  given  in  Thomas 
Talbot  Memorial  Hall. 

T.  A.  A.  anniversary  further  celebrated 
by   banquet   and   speeches.     Edward 
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F.  Slattery,  "Father  of  the  Society," 
present,  and  presented  with  handsome 
silver  loving  cup. 
18.  Fire  in  vestry  of  First  Parish  Church. 
Damage  less  than  $100.  Congre- 
gation invited  to  attend  services  at  the 
Congregational  Church  November  2i 
and  December  1,  while  repairs  were 
being  made. 
Mr.  John  S.  Welch  and  Miss  Eliza  Black 
united  in  marriage  at  St.  Andrew's 
Church  by  Rev.  E.  J.  Cornell. 

20.  Meeting  of  Progressive  Club.     Officers 

elected:  President,  F.  A.  D.  Singhi; 
Secretary,  Gustave  Thommen;  Treas- 
urer, Herbert  Jacobs. 

21,  Son  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyman  V. 

Rutledge. 

Meeting  of  the  1900  Club  at  home  of 
Mrs.  George  M.  Preston.  Topic, 
"Current  Events."  Mrs.  Hanson, 
leader. 

Meeting  of  Grange.     Banquet. 

Mr.  George  W.  Chambers  and  Miss 
Emma  B.  Rollins,  both  of  North  Bil- 
lerica,  united  in  marriage  at  home  of 
bride's  parents,  43  Barrington  Street, 
Lowell,  by  Rev.  Charles  H.  Williams 
of  North  Billerica. 
27.  Mr.  Francis  Joseph  Dewire  and  Miss 
Alice  Gertrude  Cox  united  in  marriage 
at  St.  Andrew's  Church  by  Rev.  E.  J, 
Cornell. 

Entertainment  by  T.  R.  &  T.  Dramatic 
Club  in  Thomas  Talbot  Memorial  Hall. 

II  IS  a 

The  newly  elected  officers  of  the  Library 
Association  are:  President,  Everett  S.  Bull; 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Sexton;  Secre- 
tary, Josiah  C.  Folsom;  Treasurer,  Herbert 
A.  King;  Directors,  Rev.  J.  Harold  Dale, 
Miss  S.  T.  Whitman,  Mrs.  Cora  Dickinson, 
Mrs.  Jenny  S.  Tyler,  Miss  Grace  L.  Knowles, 
Natt  H.  Hutchins,  John  E.  Bull,  Albert  H. 
Richardson,  Herbert  F.  Jacobs. 
El  SI  H 

Statement  of  Ownership  and  Management 
of  Billerica  published  monthly  at  Billerica, 
Mass.,  required  by  the  act  of  August  24,  1912. 
Editor,  Lyman  V.  Rutledge,  Billerica,  Mass.; 
Managing  Editor,  Warren  H.  Manning,  1101- 
1104  Tremont  Building,  Boston,  Mass.  Pub- 
lisher, Warren  IL  Manning,  1101-1104  Tre- 
mont Building,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this 
eighth  day  of  October,  1912. 

(Signed)     Theobold  H.  Mullen, 

Notary  Public. 

THOMAS  LYDON 

Tin,  Sheet    Iron,  and  Copper  Worker 
Plumbing  and  Heating 

Telephone  Connection 


EDITORIAL 

Our  Advertisers 

Billerica  has  not  heretofore  carried 
advertisements,  but  since  the  circu- 
lation has  spread  to  twenty-seven 
different  cities  and  towns,  inchiding 
New  York,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Cleve- 
land, San  Diego,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Boston,  and  Lowell,  in  eleven  different 
States  from  California  to  Massachu- 
setts, and  is  steadily  increasing,  we 
unhesitatingly  open  its  columns  to 
those  who  wish  to  let  not  only  their 
fellow  townsmen,  but  the  outside 
world  as  well,  know  that  they  are 
engaged  in  business  here  and  are  ready 
to  serA'e  all  comers. 

For  the  benefit  of  both  reader  and 
advertiser  we  wish  to  say  that  the 
management  reserves  the  right  to 
refuse  objectionable  advertisements. 
Those  who  have  taken  space  in  this 
issue  deserve  the  patronage  of  our 
readers,  for  they  not  onlj'  render  good 
service  in  their  respective  trades,  but 
are  active  in  promoting  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  town. 

11  S  ffl 

Civic  Vision 

Rome  fell.  Egypt  lost  her  arts. 
The  unspeakable  Turks  have  been 
spoken  to.  These  incidents  of  history 
we  say  indicate  that  nations  are  short- 
lived. But  how  about  China.'  Why 
do  we  stud}^  the  history  of  dead  na- 
tions and  neglect  the  one  wliich  has 
outliA^ed  them  all.'^  Why  do  we  bow 
down  to  fallen  empires  in  oiu*  hero 
worshi]),  and  neglect  the  only  one  that 
has  stood  for  forty  centiu'ies.'*  Stood! 
yes,  and  taken  a  step  forward  once  in 
a  hundred  years. 

Editorially  we  cannot  answer  these 
questions,  but  we  wish  to  direct  our 
readers  to  this  one  fact  which  comes 
to  light  in  F.  H.  King's  recent  book 
entitled  "Farmers  for  Forty  Cen- 
turies." Referring  to  the  canals  of 
China,  he  says:  "Forty  canals  across 
the  United  States  from  east  to  west, 
and  sixty  from  north  to  south,  would 
not  equal  in  nimiber  of  miles  those  in 
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China,  Corea,  and  Japan  to-day. 
Indeed  it  is  probable  tliat  this  esti- 
mate is  not  too  hirgc  for  China  alone. 
.  .  .  These  operations  of  mainte- 
nance and  improAement  had  a  very 
early  inception;  they  appear  to  have 
persisted  throughout  the  recorded  his- 
torj^  of  the  Empii-e  and  are  in  ^•ogue 
to-day. 

"More  than  forty-one  hundred  years 
ago  Emperor  Yao  a])pointed  'The 
Great'  Yu  'superintendent  of  works,' 
and  I  am  willing  to  grant  to  the  Great 
Yu,  with  his  finger  on  the  pulse  of  the 
nation,  the  power  to  project  his 
vision  for  four  thousand  years  into 
the  future  of  his  race  and  to  formulate 
some  of  the  measures  which  might 
be  inaugurated  to  grow  with  the  years 
and  make  certain  perpetual  main- 
tenance for  those  to  follow." 

If  our  life  is  worth  Ii\'ing  it  is  worth 
preserving.  If  it  is  worth  preserving, 
then  let  us  be  at  least  as  wise  as  a 
heathen  Chinee,  and  make  our  plans 
with  vision  after  the  fashion  of  the 
Great  Yu. 

SI  11   11 

A  Proper  Fine 

Twenty-five  cents  is  the  fine  im- 
posed for  reading  certain  bad  books. 
Second  offence  fifty  cents,  and  so  on. 
Unfortunately  this  procedure  is  lim- 
ited in  Billerica  to  twenty-one  mem- 
bers of  the  Nineteen  Hundred  Club, 
who  are  undertaking  the  delightful 
task  of  acquainting  themselves  with 
the  best  literature.  Balzac  is  the 
author  now  being  read.  His  best 
books  a  ?  discussed  in  the  club,  but  his 
worst  e  banned.  This  attitude  is 
beyoufi  (uestion  the  finest  and  sanest 
l>ossible.  It  recognizes  bad  things, 
calls  them  bad,  and  refuses  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  them.  It  recognizes  good 
things,  calls  them  good,  and  endeavors 
to  be  influenced  by  them. 

What  is  here  saitl  of  Balzac's  writing 
can  as  well  be  said  of  tlie  town  of 
Billerica.  Our  estates  ha\'e  beautiful 
lawns,  also  back  yards.  It  is  as  a  mem- 
ber  of   the   Nineteen   Hundred  Club 


remarked,  every  town  must  have  its 
sewer  as  well  as  its  parkway;  but  we 
usually  choose  to  dri^'e  in  the  parkway. 
We  recognize  the  necessity  of  the 
sewer;  but  also  recognize  the  necessity 
of  keeping  it  underground  and  well 
regulated. 

Our  endeavor  in  various  organiza- 
tions. Village  Improvement  Associa- 
tion, Board  of  Trade,  etc.,  is  to  en- 
courage the  de^'elopn^ent  of  the  good, 
and  reduce  the  liad  to  its  lowest  terms. 
It  would  be  a  happy  arrangement  if 
all  who  insist  on  talking  about  the  bad 
things  which  are  said  to  exist  in  Bil- 
lerica —  those  who  run  the  sewer 
across  the  church  steps,  so  to  speak  — 
could  be  fined.  Twenty-five  dollars  for 
the  first  offence,  fifty  for  the  second, 
and  so  on,  would  hardly  repair  the 
damage  that  is  done  by  such  talk. 
a  II  a 
Thoughtful  Parents 

Once  there  was  a  w^oman  who  loved 
her  children  dearly,  and  wished  them 
to  grow  up  among  the  best  surround- 
ings. Her  tow^n  was  "vile."  The 
school  children  were  "terrible."  She 
could  npt  permit  her  own  little  ones 
to  associate  with  them.  In  her 
motherly  anxiety  she  advertised  for 
a  decent  town,  intending  to  move 
there  for  the  sake  of  the  "healthy 
moral  atmosphere."  After  consider- 
able investigation,  she  decided  that 
her  home  town  was  no  worse  than  any 
other,  jjerhaps  a  little  better  than 
most.  She  had  lost  faith  in  it  only 
because  she  was  better  accpiainted 
at  home  than  aljroad. 

This  is  a  true  story.  It  happened 
many  miles  from  Billerica,  but  has 
its  application  for  us.  Why  not  make 
Billerica  so  decent  a  town  that  thought- 
ful ])arents  will  be  glad  to  bring  their 
children  here  to  grow  up? 
1*1  H  la 

THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE 

November  Meeting 

The  Wayside  Farm,  "three  decker" 
houses,  and  the  restriction  of  the  use  of 
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firearms  were  the  matters  of  business 
brought  before  the  Board  of  Trade 
at  its  November  meeting. 

The  Wayside  Farm  committee  re- 
ported progress,  and  was  instructed 
to  continue  negotiations.  Their  work 
has  since  resulted  in  a  contract  be- 
tween Mr.  Joshua  B.  Holden  and  Mrs. 
M.  H.  Hubbard  for  the  leasing  of 
Bennett  Hall  to  INIrs.  Hubbard.  The 
house  will  be  open  for  permanent  and 
transient  guests  immediately. 

The  "three  decker"  house  proj- 
ect • —  a  law  to  prevent  the  erection 
of  three-story  tenements  of  a  certain 
character — was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Town  Improvement. 

The  consideration  of  the  use  of 
firearms  by  boys  under  sixteen  was 
prompted  by  the  recent  tragedy  in 
which  Helen  Webster,  age  eleven,  was 
accidentally  shot  by  her  brother. 
Herbert  Hosmer,  L.  V.  Rutledge,  and 
F.  F.  Collier  were  appointed  as  a 
committee  to  frame  a  law  or  see  what 
could  be  done  toward  restricting  the 
use  of  firearms  in  Billerica. 

The  address  of  the  evening  was  given 
by  Mr.  Forest  F.  Collier.  His  subject 
was,  "How  can  the  Interests  of  Billerica 
be  Advanced?"  He  recommended 
that  provision  be  made  to  lay  out  new 
streets  and  sidewalks  adequate  for 
the  town's  future  growth,  and  that 
the  river  and  river  banks  should  be 
developed.  Subsequent  discussion 
brought  out  the  work  already  being 
done  by  the  Improvement  Association 
and  Billerica  in  that  direction.  For 
an  account  of  this,  see  Billerica  for 
July,    page    12,    also    for    November, 

pages  3  and  8. 

ffl  II  a 
Carefulness  Appreciated 

Whether  the  credit  should  be  given 
to  laborers  or  officials  it  is  gratifying 
to  see  how  carefully  the  vines  have 
been  rej^laced  on  the  new  electric 
service  poles  at  the  Talbot  Mills  oval. 
The  vines  are  a])parently  but  slightly 
injured,  whereas  a  little  carelessness 
might  have  ruined  them.  The  careful 
work  is  appreciated. 


THE  NEW  LUMBER  YARD 

A  retail  liunber  yard  has  been 
opened  in  town  at  Bennett  Hall 
Station  by  John  A.  Richardson,  who 
wishes  to  express  to  the  people  of 
Billerica  his  appreciation  of  the  liberal 
patronage  already  shown.  Without 
a  doubt  there  is  popular  demand  for 
a  yard  of  this  kind  in  a  town  where  the 
new  building  and  repairs  are  a^  ex- 
tensive as  in  Billerica.  The  yard  was 
opened  July  1  last,  and  it  seems  hard 
to  realize  that  more  than  120,000  feet 
of  lumber  of  various  kinds,  and  more 
than  275,000  shingles  have  been  sold 
since. 

The  yard  contains  one  acre  of  land 
for  storage,  one  building  20  by  112 
feet,  one  and  one-half  stories  high,  for 
finish,  mouldings,  doors,  and  windows, 
and  a  smaller  open  shed  for  laths  and 
shingles.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
owner  during  the  winter  to  put  up  an- 
other building  in  which  to  install 
machinery  and  equipment  for  a  wood- 
working shop  to  meet  the  various 
demands  for  this  kind  of  work  that 
seems  to  be  steadily  increasing  every 
year.  The  machinery  to  be  operated 
by  an  electric  motor. 

The  yard  is  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  D.  W.  Fitch,  a  former  well- 
known  resident  of  this  town,  whose 
knowledge  and  experience  as  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  for  himself,  and 
as  foreman  of  construction  for  such 
large  concerns  as  the  H.  P.  Cummings 
Company  and  Stone  &  Webster  of 
Boston,  enable  him  to  successfully 
handle  the  many  details  constantly . 
arising  in  a  yard  of  this  kind.  Hereto- 
fore it  has  been  necessary  for  the 
people  of  Billerica  to  go  six  miles  to 
Lowell  should  they  wish  a  small  order 
of  boards,  finish,  laths,  shingles,  etc.,  to 
repair  something  about  their  buildings. 

Now  it  is  only  necessary  to  call  up 
the  yard  on  the  telephone  and  the 
onler  will  be  delivered  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  It  is  the  aim  of  the 
management  to  keep  for  sale  at  rea- 
sonable  terms   materials  for  building 
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and  repairs  not  otlierwise  supplied  in 
town. 


RURAL  LIFE  QUESTIONS 

Answered  through    the    Extension  Service  of 
the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College. 

Under  this  head  Billerica  will  in 
future  conduct  a  question  bureau. 
Billerica  farmers  have  plenty  of  ques- 
tions to  ask  among"  themsleves  about 
poor  crops,  sick  stock,  ami  unprofit- 
able farming.  Why  not  put  some  of 
these  posers  up  to  the  experts.''  Mr. 
William  D.  Hurd,  director  of  the  Ex- 
tension Service,  expresses  his  hearty 
a]>])roval  of  this  plan:  he  says,  "The 
o])portunity  to  conduct  a  department 
in  your  little  magazine  strikes  me  very 
favorably.  .  .  .  We  Avould  be  very  glad 
to  receive  any  or  all  cpiestions  sub- 
mitted by  you,  and  will  see  that  these 
are  answered  by  the  best  experts  we 
have  at  the  college  in  the  several  lines." 

Billerica  will  help  you  solve  your 
farming  problems  if  you  will  address 
"Rural  Life  Questions,"  Box  187, 
Billerica,  Mass. 

a  a  ffl 

HISTORIC  BILLERICA 
Bennett  Hall 

One  of  the  finest  estates  in  Billerica 
is  Bennett  Hall,  whose  terraced  law^n 
faces  Boston  Road,  once  called  Long 
Street,  and  whose  sloping  meadow 
extends  to  the  Concord  River.  The 
earliest  record  of  ownership  dates  back 
to  1806,  December  15,  when  it  w^as 
transferred  by  Francis  Pollard  to 
Jacob  Kitteredge.  It  passed  then  to 
Joseph  Blake  in  1811,  and  to  Joshua 
Bennett,  August  15,  1821.  Since  that 
time  it  has  remained  in  the  Bennett 
family. 

In  18(56  the  estate  was  given  to 
Joshua  Bennett  Holden,  grandson  of 
Joshua  Bennett,  with  the  inulerstand- 
ing  that  his  widow  shoidd  \We  there  the 
rest  of  her  natiu'al  life.  In  18J)0  the 
original  house  was  remodeled,  and 
the   old  dwelling  was  expanded  into 


the  present  mansion,  whose  halls  have 
witnessed  many  an  unrecorded  political 
conclave.  Here  Curtis  Guild  and 
John  L.  Bates,  in  ])regubernatorial 
days,  dined  and  discussed  probabilities. 

Letters  from  noted  men  adorn  the 
walls  to-day,  and  other  interesting 
relics  remain  in  their  ap])ointed  places: 
the  old  leather  fire  bucket  by  the  door, 
and  in  the  upjier  hall  an  old  Chickering 
piano,  one  of  the  first  built  by  that 
company.  The  dining-room  is  fur- 
nished with  quaint  and  Aaluable  an- 
tiques. 

From  the  old  home  in  1836  Rebecca 
Bennett  was  united  in  marriage  to 
William  Wilkins  Warren,  a  merchant 
of  St.  Thomas.  The  bride  and  groom 
immediately  began  their  journey  down 
the  now  historic  turn])ike  to  Boston, 
from  whence  they  sailed  to  their  new 
home. 

In  1892  the  estate  was  given  to 
Joshua  Bennett  Holden,  Jr.,  in  whose 
possession  it  now'  is.  He  was  married 
in  1900.  Since  that  time  he  has  re- 
sided in  Billerica  only  a  few  months 
of  each  year,  and  has  I'ecently  leased 
the  property  to  Mrs.  INI.  H.  Hubbard. 

Mrs.  Hubbard  has  for  the  last  three 
years  managed  the  well-known  "  Way- 
side Farm"  at  Billerica  Center,  where 
summer  guests  and  automobile  par- 
ties were  entertained.  She  will  now 
use  Bennett  Hall  for  that  purpose,  and 
will  here  once  more  "welcome  the 
coming,  speed  the  parting  guest." 
a  a  a 
Interesting  Relics 

There  are  numberless  —  at  any  rate, 
unnumbered  —  articles  of  historic  in- 
terest in  our  town  which  should  be 
properly  cared  for  in  a  firei)roof  build- 
ing. Eventually  Billerica  expects 
to  compile  a  complete  list  of  all  such 
articles.  Here  are  a  few  already  dis- 
covered : 

Cup  and  saucer  from  wood  out  of 
White  House;  hand-made  tankards; 
knee  buckle  one  hundred  years  old; 
necklace  made  from  ant  eggs,  South 
Africa;  hand-made  nails,  1760;  ashes 
of  Pompeii;  piece  of  the  first  Atlantic 
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cable;  coral  from  Honolulu;  piece  of 
Lincoln's  library  carpet,  Springfield, 
111. 

The  articles  abo^'e  named  belong  to 
Mrs.  Jackson  Wright. 

Mrs.  George  M.  Preston  owns  a 
chair  made  of  oak  from  a  pew  in  the 
church  w^iicli   Shakespeare   attended. 

Mrs.  Martha  H.  Sage  owns  an  old- 
hammered  brass  kettle;  chairs  made 
in  the  Billerica  furniture  factory,  which 
was  demolished  so  long  ago  that  only 
a  few  citizens  are  able  to  give  any 
account  of  it;  two  toasting  irons;  old- 
fashioned  cradle  (one  of  the  first  ever 
made  without  the  "hood");  glass 
dishes  and  articles  made  in  first  glass 
factory  iii  America;  old  four-posted 
bed,  and  many  other  articles  of  his- 
toric interest. 

It  is  hardly  fair  to  say  that  the 
owners  of  these  articles  are  anxious 
to  bequeath  them  to  the  Historical 
Society.  Their  intentions  may  be 
entirely  different;  but  it  is  no  more 
than  just  to  assume  that  if  a  suitable 
building  were  provided  many  articles 
here  listed,  and  a  host  that  are  not  yet 
"discovered,"  would  find  their  way 
to  it.  In  all  events  our  citizens  will  be 
glad  to  know  that  there  are  some  in- 
teresting historic  collections  in  Bil- 
lerica, and  in  a  later  issues  more  de- 
tailed account  will  be  made  of  them. 
The  Old  Manning  Manse,  for  example, 
will  recpiire  a  Avhole  chapter  by  itself. 

jNIrs.  William  W.  Warren  of  Boston 
has  recently  given  the  Billerica  His- 
torical Society  a  pair  of  silver  sugar 
tongs  formerly  owned  by  Rev.  Henry 
Cummings,  who  was  minister  of  the 
First  Parish  Church  here  from  1763 
to  1823. 


Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

{Continued  frotn  November  Issue) 

Tlie  three  women,  Misses  Eliza  A.  Rogers, 
Anne  R.  Faulkner,  and  Elizabeth  Rogers, 
responded    to    the    call    of    the    Freedmen's 


Bureau,  and  went  South,  January  13,  1864, 
to  teach  colored  men.  E.  R.  is  now  telling 
of  their  life  at  Benedict,  Md. 


(E.  R.)  "Sunday,  Feb.  7th.  At 
nine  o'clock  Miss  Ball  and  I  started 
for  the  hospital,  where  we  stayed  till 
after  twelve.  As  usual,  I  enjoyed  the 
time  spent  there  \ery  much.  The  men 
seemed  delighted  and  to  me  it  is  better 
than  any  sermon  I  ever  heard. 

"After  dinner  we  went  to  the  barn 
anticipating  much  novel  pleasure  in 
hearing  the  colored  preachers.  In- 
stead we  had  regular  services,  a  sermon 
from  Mr.  Higginson  and  music  by 
the  band.   .   .   . 

"At  supper  we  sat  a  long  time  at 
table  hearing  scraps  of  experience  from 
Yorktown,  Gettysburg  and  the  Penin- 
sular campaign.  ... 

"This  has  been  our  third  Sunday  in 
Camp  Stanton.  We  are  gaining  an 
experience  here  that  money  would  not 
buy,  and  we  really  have  been  deprived 
of  nothing  absolutelv  necessarv  tous." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Feb.  8th.  "Mother 
writes  that  Mrs.  Allen  wishes  to  see 
my  journal.  I  cannot  think  it  credit- 
able to  myself  to  allow  anyone  to  see 
it,  and  yet  I  feel  too  that  it  is  selfish 
when  I  know  we  ha^e  many  events  of 
so  much  interest  in  our  life  that  they 
might  appear  attractive  even  in  the 
terribly  defective  English  in  which  I 
send  them  forth.   .   .   . 

"Our  ostensible  object  in  reading 
in  hospitals  has  been  mainly  to  interest 
and  keep  the  men's  minds  off  them- 
selves, and  I  have  heretofore  allowed 
the  men  to  choose  their  own  reading. 
One  of  these  days  I  will  try  the  '  Sermon 
on  the  IVIount.'  .  .  .  One  woman 
told  me  to-day  she  wished  her  young- 
est child  christened.  When  I  asked 
her  if  she  wished  a  colored  or  white 
preacher  she  said  she  didn't  care  any- 
thing how  it  was  done.  .  .  .  Mr. 
Dexter  told  us  to-day  that  he  wished 
for  the  good  of  the  officers  of  the  19th 
that  there  was  a  set  of  ladies  to  'mess' 
there." 

(E.  R.)  "Monday,  Feb.  8th.  A 
letter  from  Miss  Stevenson  to-night, 
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saying  as  she  learned  we  were  soon 
to  be  recalled  she  had  telegraphed  the 
teacher  who  was  on  her  way  here,  to 
retnrn  to  Boston. 

"General  Birney  has  to-night  re- 
ceived orders  from  Washington  for 
the  7th  and  9th,  bnt  the  19th  and 
30th  to  remain  here;  so  that  again  our 
plans  are  all  changed.  .  .  .  Now  we 
are  likely  to  stay  until  May  according 
to  our  agreement.  .   .   . 

"I  am  quite  shocked  to  know  that 
others  than  the  family  at  home  are 
reading  my  journal.  .  .  .  jNIy  jottings 
have  been  made  in  such  a  hasty 
manner  and  ciuite  as  much  for  my  own 
future  pleasure,  that  I  think  they  would 
not  pay  for  the  trouble  of  reading.   .   .   . 

*'I  have  enjoyed  school  very  much 
to-day.  Coming  home  this  morning  I 
met  a  man  who  had  his  slate  and  book 
and  looked  so  happy  that  I  asked  him 
how  he  was  getting  along.  'Oh, 
miss,'  said  he,  'when  I  came  here  I 
did  not  know  my  A  B  C's,  now  I  can 
spell  right  smart  and  make  my  figures.' 
Three  women  came  up  from  the  hospi- 
tal for  clothes,  and  we  gave  each  a 
suit.  .  .  . 

"As  we  sat  at  breakfast  an  orderly 
came  with  a  message  from  Captain 
Resley  that  a  sword  was  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  sergeant  major  of  the 
9th,  and  requesting  the  company  of 
the  ladies.  .   .  . 

"The  regiment  formed  in  a  hollow 
square  enclosing  us  in  its  lines,  with 
Colonel  Baile}'  in  the  center.  Captain 
liabcock  then  ste]>ped  forward  and 
called  Sergeant  Buffalo  to  the  center. 
He  is  a  fine-looking  colored  man,  and 
one  of  my  pupils,  so  that  I  felt  deeply 
interested.  Captain  Babcock  made 
the  presentation  speech,  which  was 
short  and  to  the  point,  telling  him  it 
was  presented  by  the  officers  as  a  mark 
of  their  high  esteem  for  his  uniform 
conduct  as  a  man  and  a  soldier.  It 
was  a  proud  moment  for  him  evi- 
dently. The  whole  ceremony  was 
very  interesting." 

(E.  A.  R.)  "The  speech  was  quite 
complimentary,  telling  him  he  was  the 
first  colored  man  who  had  the  honor 


to  wear  a  sword  in  Maryland;  it  was 
given  as  a  reward  of  worth,  as  an  en- 
couragement to  him  and  an  incentive 
to  others." 

(E.  R.)  "It  Avas  time  for  school 
when  we  left  the  grounds.  On  our 
return  we  found  the  two  barrels  from 
home,  the  opening  of  which  we  en- 
joyed very  much.  In  the  afternoon 
I  went  to  the  hosjMtal  alone." 

(E.  A.  R.)  "After  repeated  ex- 
periments we  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  only  way  to  teach 
these  men  (the  time  was  short)  is  to 
give  them  a  primer,  help  them  to  pick 
up  their  letters  as  best  they  can,  and 
then  set  them  to  spelling  out  easy 
words.  Many  of  them  will  never 
learn  to  read,  but  they  pore  over  their 
books  so  earnestly  it  makes  it  all  the 
more  pitiful.  INIore  than  half  will 
persevere  and  learn  to  read  a  little 
if  thev  have  anything  of  a  fair  chance. 

"No  money  but  greenbacks  are  of 
any  use  here.  .  .  .  Let  the  money 
that  was  taken  in  collection  be  kept 
subject  to  our  order.  I  think  we  will 
give  you  some  work  to  do  soon  in 
making  it  up  and  a  fine  chance  for 
you  young  women  to  develop  your- 
selves. 

(A.R.  F.)  "Feb.  9th  and  10th. 
Went  from  A.  M.  school  direct  to 
Benedict  hospital.  In  one  room  Avhere 
I  spent  more  than  an  hour  reading, 
writing,  and  showing  men  how  to  read, 
write,  and  spell  names,  was  a  very  sick 
man.  I  thought  he  must  be  disturbed 
by  reading.  .  .  .  After  reading  a  few 
minutes  I  went  to  him  and  asked  him 
if  reading  disturbed  him.  'I  loves 
it,'  he  half  whisi)ere<l.   .   .   . 

"Feb.  10th.  Last  night  I  sat  up 
till  one  o'clock  writing  to  Miss  Steven-^ 
son.  She  writes  to  us  quite  pleasant, 
friendly  letters.  She  has  a  wonderful 
faculty  for  manifesting  her  interest 
in  this  work,  and  in  eacii  indiA'idual 
engaged  in  it.  The  gift  is  rare.  .  .  . 
Some  inquiry  was  made  from  home 
about  General  Birney 's  father.  He 
was  James  G.  Birney,  the  anti-slavery 
candidate  for  President." 

(E.  R.)     "Wednesday,   Feb.    10th. 
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We  decided  to  have  'our  party'  this 
eve,  so  when  A\'e  went  down  to  tea  we 
asked  the  gentlemen  to  come  up. 

"The  list  of  our  guests,  companions 
in  the  mess,  who  have  done  so  much 
to  render  our  position  comfortable,  is 
as  follows :  Colonel  Bailey,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Armstrong,  Dr.  Pease,  Cap- 
tain Post,  Lieutenants  Harris,  Shedd, 
Evans,  Goodyear,  Stewart,  and  Messrs. 
Dexter  and  Higginson,  our  colaborers. 
They  came  at  nine  and  stayed  till 
after  eleven.  A  merrier  time  was 
never  had  in  elegantly  furnished  draw- 
ing rooms,  nor  a  finer  company  of 
voung  men  gathered  together. 

"Thursday,  Feb.  11th.  The  con- 
dition of  the  fugiti^'es  as  they  come 
in  here  for  protection  is  very  sad. 
One  poor  woman  came  in  last  night 
with  two  children,  one  of  them  a  boy 
of  ten  years  from  whom  she  had  been 
separated  most  of  the  time  for  four 
years.  This  morning  another  little 
baby  was  added  to  her  cares. 

"Mrs.  Birney  has  named  it  Stanton 
Freeman.  We  take  cjuite  an  interest 
in  it.  How  rich  is  our  experience 
here!  The  information  we  gain  here 
could  not  have  been  acquired  in  any 
other  way .  .  I  shall  always  look  back 
upon  it  with  satisfaction." 
{To  be  contimied) 

Ban 

LIST  OF  PLAN  SOURCES  FROM  WHICH 

BILLERICA  MAPS  WERE  MADE 

December,  1912. 
Subdivision  Plans 

PiNEHURST  Annex.  E.  E.  Vannum,  Septem- 
ber, 1902,  scale  1"=  100'.  O.  F.  Osgood, 
surveyor. 

RiVERBANK  Terrace.  A.  .\(h'liiiau  Realty 
Company,  scale  1"=200'. 

PiNEDALE  Park.  A.  Adelman,  1908,  scale 
1"=100'.     J.  S.  Prossman,  C.  E. 

PiNEin'RST  Manor.  Frank  W.  Coughlin, 
September,  1910,  scale  (appiox.)  1"= 
100'.     H.  A.  Millhouse,  C.  E. 

The  Pines.  Frank  W.  Coughlin,  June, 
1912,  scale  (approx.)  1"=  240'.  H.  A. 
Millhouse,  C.  E. 

Ranlett  Grove.  Eugene  A.  Stowell,  No- 
vember, 1909,  scale  1"=  100'.  Ernest 
W.  Branch,  C.  E. 

Indian  Knoll  Terrace.  Frank  Dolan, 
May  28,  1910,  scale  1"=40'.  W.  L. 
W'hittemore,  C.  E. 


Nuttings  Lake   Park,   Plan   A.     The   Bil- 

lerica  Land  Company,  April,  1910,  scale 

1"=200'. 
Nuttings  Lake  Park,  Plans  B  and  C.     The 

Billerica    Land    Company,    April,    1910, 

scale  1"=  125'. 
Riverd.\le.     E.   p.   Sellew,   April   20,    1911, 

scale   (approx.)    1"=360'.     E.  P.  Sellew, 

C.  E. 
Riverbank     Acres.     A.     Adelman     Realty 

Company,    June,    1911,    scale    1"=  160'. 

C.  A.  Thayer,  C.  E. 
Fox  Hill  Terrace.     Theron  Porter,  May  10, 

1907,  scale  1"=200'.     A.  E.  Eliot,  C.  E. 
RivERMERE.     Charles     Bruce,      1911,     scale 

1"=80'.     O.  M.  Snell,  C.  E. 
Concord  River  Park.     Edward  T.  Harring- 
ton Company,  scale   (approx.)    1"=  1.3.5'. 

Whitman  &  Howard,  C.  Es. 
Concord  River  Park  Annex.     Edward  T. 

Harrington    Company,    scale     1"=  125'. 

Whitman  &  Howard,  C.  Es. 
HiLLCREST.     George   H.   Hill,   scale   1"=50'. 
Lake  Side  Park.     J.  W.  Wilbur,  December, 

1911,   scale    (approx.)    1"  =  180'     Ernest 

W\  Branch,  C.  E. 

Miscellaneous  Plans 

Atlas  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commission,   1907, 

showing  town  boundaries. 
Map   surveved   1)V  order  of  the   town   bv   H. 

F.  Walling,  C.  E.,  1853,  scale  1"=  1,250'. 
Plan    of    Lexington    &    Boston    St.    Ry.    Co., 

December,    1910,   scale   1"=-10'.     Pierce 

&  Barnes,  C.  Es. 
Plan  of  land  of  Frederick  L.  Mason,  February 

20,    1912,   scale    1"=  80'.     E.    P.    Sellew, 

C.  E. 
The    Lawrence    &    Lowell    geological    survey 

sheets,  scale  (approx.)  1  mile=  1". 
Sketch    showing    general    topographical    fea- 
tures by  Archibald  L.  Mason. 
Following    Plans    and    Data    by    Warren    H. 

Manning,  landscape  designer. 
Road    survevs   of   the   town,    October,    1903, 

scale  l''=40'. 
Plan   of  Talbot   Mills  property,   October  27, 

1902,  scale  1"=40'. 
Plan     of    lands    in     Billerica,     Carlisle,     and 

Chelmsford,      September,       1908,      scale 

1"=200'. 
Boston   &   Maine   R.R.  property  holdings  in 

the    town    plotted    from    their    plans    at 

Company's    Real    Estate    Department's 

office. 
Survey  of  the   Hermon  Rogers  lot,   October 

14,  1912,  scale  1"=  100'. 
Outline   survey    of   property   between   Salem 

Road,  Middlesex  Canal,  and  Pons  Street. 
Plan  of  Middlesex  Canal  Lands,  January  31, 

1912,  scale  1"=  1,000'. 
Studv  for  a  Wood  Road  Reservation,  Septem- 
ber 19,  1905,  .scale  1"=200'. 
Map  of  Manning  Manse  property,  September 

19,  1905,  scale  1"=200'. 
Notes  for  Forest  and  Soil  Maps. 
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I'laii  showing  arrangement  of  sec- 
tion sheets  of  town  phui  to  be  (h'awn 
on  scale  of  1  inch  =  200  feet,  and  to  he 
22^  hy  30  inclies  in  size. 

We  heheve  you  will  be  interested 
in  the  way  Billerica's  town  j)lans  are 
l)eing  made  and  in  the  way  you  can 
help  to  com])lete  them. 

I'hc  ])lans  in  Xos.  1  and  2  were 
drawn  in  ink  on  transparent  "tracing 
linen"  to  the  size  published.  Plans 
in  Nos.  3  and  (5  were  drawn  on  a 
scale  of  1,000  feet  to  an  inch  in  the 
.same  manner  on  linen  sheets  fi\e 
feet  s(|uare.  Plans  in  Xos.  4,  .">.  7 
were  made  from  black  Hue  ])rinfs 
of  Nos.  3  and  (>  on  which  other  data 
was  inked  in;  these  large  sheets  were 
then  [)h()togTa[)hed  down  to  the  two 
mile  or  10,r)60  feet  to  the  inch  scale 
as  seen  in  the  magazi^ie. 

As  the  data  was  added  to  these  large 
<lrawings  frequent  corrections  were 
necessary,  as    the    sur\cvs    for    recent 


house  lots  subdivision  showed  errors 
of  several  hundred  feet  m  the  loca- 
tion of  some  roa<ls  of  the  older 
maps. 

Much  of  the  special  information 
regarding  soils,  forests,  historical  sites, 
and  house  lots  was  gained  from  citizens 
and  from  a  personal  examination  by 
Mr.  All)ert  Emmons  by  whom  the 
maps  were  drawn. 

We  are  now  at  work  on  the  forty-one 
section  .sheets  that  are  outlined  on  the 
map  of  this  i.ssue.  and  they  will  be  on  a 
scale  of  two  InmdnHl  feet  to  an  inch,  a 
.scale  large  enough  to  show  all  neces.sary 
details,  such  as  all  |)ropcrly  lines, 
buildings,  roads,  trc(>s,  etc. 

Any  citizen  can  help  in  this  work  by 
loaning  the  surveys  of  his  property, 
1)\-  indicating  property  lines,  woods, 
roads,  etc.,  with  which  he  is  familiar. 
Any  school  girl  or  boy  can  hel])  by 
making  paced  surveys  of  fields,  l)uild- 
ings,  etc. 
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JOHN  A.  RICHARDSON 


Dealer   in  Lumber 


Telephone  69-5 


Yard,   Bennett   Hall   Station 


Spruce  dimension,  small  or  car  lots 

Hemlock  and  spruce  boards,  all  grades 
Eastern  cedar  shingles 

Spruce  clapboards  and  laths 

Inside  and  outside  finish  of  all  kinds 
Hard  and  soft  wood  flooring 

Roofing  and  sheeting  paper 

Doors,  windows,  and  frames 
Drain  pipe,    Cedar  posts 

To  keep  out  these  cold   winds  send  for  our  man  to  measure  for  your  storm 
windows  and  doors,  we  will  put  them  on  at  reasonable  rates. 


See 

F.  G.  MOREY  &  CO. 

for 

COAL 

Stove,  Egg  and  No.  2  Nut 

Telephone  36-2  Billerica  Centre 


Fine   Stationery,   School 
Supplies,  Souvenir 
Post    Cards 

Pure   Candies,   Daily  Papers 
and  IMagazines 

Magazines   At   Club    Rates 

T.  F.  LYONS 


Call  and  see  our  new  Flash  Lights 
with  Mazda  Battery, 

the  most  wonderful  ever  produced 

75  cents 

For  that  Christmas  present  try  a 
Fountain  Pen. 

Always  useful,  always  enjoyed.    Of  course  you 
would  give  only  a  "Waterman,"  always  reliable. 

A   Good   Assortment   Ix    Stock. 

John  E.  Bull  Central  Block 


BOSTON  GASH  STORE 

New  Prunes,  Raisins, 
All  Dried  and  Canned  Fruit. 


PHILIP  B.  DOLAN 
GROCERIES 

Agent  for  La  Touraine  Coffee 
Billerica   Centre 
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The  series  of  articles  by  Mr.  Manning,  on  The  Town  Plan,  is  not  dis- 
continued, l)Ut  is  omitted  until  furtiier  surveying  can  l)e  done.  It  will  l)e 
resumed  in  the  near  future. 

ATHENIAN  OATH 

We  will  never  bring  di.sgrace  to  this,  our  city,  by  any  act  of  dishonesty  or 
cowardice,  nor  ever  desert  our  suffering  comrades  in  the  ranks;  we  will  figlit 
for  the  ideals  and  sacred  things  of  the  city,  both  alone  and  w^ith  many;  \ye 
will  revere  and  obey  the  city's  laws  and  do  our  best  to  incite  a  like  respect  in 
those  above  us  who  are  prone  to  annul  or  set  them  at  naught;  we  will  strive 
unceasingly  to  quicken  the  public's  sense  of  civic  duty;  thus  in  all  these  ways 
we  will  transmit  this  city  not  only  not  less,  but  greater,  better,  and  more 
beautiful  than  it  was  transmitted  to  us. 
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BILLERK'A  DAV-HOOK 

December 

1.  Members  of  the  Unitarian  congregation 
invited  to  worship  at  the  Orthodox 
Church  while  repairs  were  being 
completed    in    the    L'nitarian  Church. 

3.  St.  John  Chambre  Club,  of  St.  Anne's 
Mission,  addressed  by  Rev.  Jas. 
Bancroft  of  Lowell. 

5.  AVhist  party  given  by  Father  Mathew 
T.  A.  Society. 
Regular  meeting  "f  llic  Ladies'  Benevo- 
lent Socielv  of  tlic  Congregational 
Church. 
Fair  conduclol  l)y  tiie  "Willing  Work- 
ers" of  the  .North  Hillcrica  Baptist 
(liurch.  Kulcrlainmcnt  directed  l>y 
Miss  Kiia   Reilly. 

(i.  IMay,  "Too  Much  ^Lu•^icd."  given  by 
the  "Willing  Workers." 

7.  Mr.    and     Mrs.     Alexander     I'arris    ob- 

served     2r)th     anniversary      of     their 
marriage. 

8.  Congregatiotial    Sunday-School     elected 

the  following  officers:  Sui)erintendent, 
J.  Harold  Dale;  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent. John  E.  Bull;  Secretary  and 
Librarian.  Miss  Marjory  Spiller; 
Treasurer,  Miss  Jennie  Blodgett; 
Pianist.  Miss  Edna  Fellows. 
12.      Ford  way  Bridge  comi)lcted. 

Daughter   born    to    Mr.    and    Mrs.    John 
\{.  Sutclifl'c  of  -North   Billerica. 


l.'i.  "Ferguson  From  Trov, "  presented  in 
the  Town  Hall,  by*  T.  R.  and  T. 
Dramatic  Club. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  W'oman's  Alli- 
ance of  the  Unitarian  Church.  Ad- 
dressed by  Jas.  P.  Ramsey,  giving 
"Stories  from  Real  Life." 

Meeting  of  the  Parish  Club  with  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Smith.  Paper  by  Dr.  A. 
Warren  Stearns  "On  the  Growth  of 
Billerica." 

14.  Thomas  McEUigott  died  at  his  home  on 

Concord  Road. 
Hi.      Meeting    of    Billerica    Board    of    Trade. 
Further  comment  elsewhere. 

15.  Asa  John   Patten  Sewing  Circle,   ladies 

of  the  G.  A.  R.  met  with  Mrs.  Brews- 
ter.    Refreshments  served. 

2\.  Miss  Lsabella  Hayden  Clark,  of  Billerica, 
and  Mr.  John  Marshall  Eaton,  of 
Concord,  united  in  marriage  by  Rev. 
Paul  Revere  Frothingham,  at  .\rling- 
ton  Street  Church,  Boston. 

24.  Christmas  Eve  celebration  held  at 
various  churches. 

28.  Dr.  Albert  Warren  Stearns  and  Miss 
Frances  Matsell  Judkins  united  in 
marriage,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
parents,  by  Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge. 

'41.  Dance  given  by  the  Howe  School  class 
of  1913,  in  the  Town  Hall. 

The  newly  elected  ofBcers  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  are:  Commander,  Arthur  Smith; 
Sr.  Vice-Commander,  Fred  Barton;  Jr.  Vice- 
Commander,  Harry  Pasho;  Secretary,  Charles 
L.  Burton;  Treasurer,  Josiah  Folsom;  Camp 
Council,  George  Pasho,  George  Dole  and 
H.  W.  Essex. 


OUR  POLICY 

We  liave  not  heretofore  said  .so 
mucli  aliout  our  policy  as  might  be 
expected,  nevertheless,  our  neighbors 
and  friends  have  had  no  difficulty  in 
seeing  what  it  is.  Our  own  statement. 
as  jiresented  in  the  first  issue,  is  this: 
"Hie  pur])Ose  of  this  magazine  is  to 
make  every  citizen  of  Billerica  feel 
with  a  thrill  and  with  a  tingle  that 
he  has  a  chance  to  live  in  the  most 
beautiful  town  in  the  United  States." 
The  method  used  in  fulfilling  this  ])ur- 
])ose  has  been  to  present  plans  which, 
if  followed  out,  will  make  Billerica 
the  fiuest  town  in  the  country.  It  has 
seemed  to  us  that  a  few  such  plans 
carefully  worked  out  would  accoin])lish 
more  than   volumes  of  editorial  gush. 
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In  \hv  ineanliinc.  how  I'xci',  IcIU-rs 
and  articles  have  come  to  us  in  which 
our  purposes  are  clearly  stated.  We 
beg  to  submit  to  oiu*  readers  some  of 
these  gracious  remarks.  Mr.  J.  Hor- 
ace McFarland,  President  of  the 
American  Civic  Association,  recog- 
nizes the  value  of  uniting  all  interests. 
He  says:  "It  seems  to  me  that  the 
continuance  in  a  small  communily 
of  a  magazine  like  this,  caiuiot  l)u! 
tend  to  a  sense  of  unity  and  solidarity, 
which  would  be  most  valuable.  I 
wish  a  hundred  other  American  towns 
might  undertake  a  j)ul)licatiou  so 
creditable." 

Mr.  J.  A.  Bonsteel,  Scientist  in  Soil 
Survey,  Bureau  of  Soils,  Washington. 
D.  C,  notes  the  ]>ractical  side  of  the 
nuigazine.  "It  is  giving  the  people 
the  idea  of  the  soil,  to])ograi)hy,  and 
consequent  agricultural  i)ossibilities. 
which  vary  in  the  different  parts. 
even  in  a  singly  township.'' 

Our  policy  regarding  publicity  and 
civic  pride  is  presented  by  Land- 
,ycape  Architecture,  which  says: 
"This  magazine  is  another  result  of 
the  necessity  all  comnumities  feel  of 
arousing  the  civic  virtues,  of  securing 
co-operation  for  worthy  ends,  and, 
])erhaps  the  strongest  of  all,  of  se- 
curing intelligent  publicity  for  its 
highest  ideals."  The  Boston  Globe 
also  speaks  on  this  subject.  It  says: 
"In  an  attractive  little  magazine 
called  J5iLLERicA,  .some  of  the  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  that  thri\ing  Mas- 
sachusetts town  are  endeavoring  to 
stinnilate  civic  interest  and  ci\ic- 
])ride,  and  also  to  let  the  outside  world 
know  some  of  the  advantages  of  life 
in  Billerica.  It  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  the  loud  and  blatant  boasts 
which  often  characterize  publications 
intended  to  boom  a  town  or  city  are 
(piite  lacking  in  Billerica." 

The  need  for  co-operation  is  stated 
for  us  by  The  American  City  as 
follows:  "Billerica,  Mass.,  is  an  in- 
dustrial community  of  fewer  than 
three  thousand  inhabitants,  which  at 
one  time  was  atypical,  ugly  New  Eng- 


land mill  town.  \\\\\  for  some  time 
forces  have  been  working  for  impro\"(>- 
ments.  The  wide-awake  attitude  of 
the  better  citizens  has  nvsulted  in  the 
conclusion  that  all  of  the  town  nnist  be 
carefully  studied  and  ])lanned  with 
reference  to  its  future  needs  for  con- 
A'enience  and  beauty.  From  the  first 
it  was  appreciated  that  the  mains])ring 
of  any  such  work  should  l)e  at  the 
understanding  and  co-operation  of  a  I 
least  a  majority  of  the  population. 
Too  often  have  i)lans  failed,  or  l)een 
long  postponed,  because  efforts  for 
improvements  have  been  left  in  the 
hands  of  a  few." 

It  remains  for  Mr.  Wilhelm  Miller, 
Horticultural  Editor  of  Country  Life  in 
America,  and  editor  of  the  Garden 
Magazine,*  io  say  what  this  enter- 
]>rise  actually  means  to  the  town. 
'"The  monthly  magazine  issued  by 
Billerica,  Mass.,  is  so  full  of  inspira- 
tion and  ])ractical  value  that  I  wish 
it  could  be  put  in  the  hands  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  every  town  and 
village  in  America.  Every  movement 
that  can  uj)lift  a  community  and 
arouse  love  and  honest  pride,  based 
upon  real  achievement,  is  represented 
—  the  dignified  annals,  the  ancient  local 
history,  the  news,  coming  events, 
the  painstaking,  accurate  survey  of 
the  entire  community,  to  ascertain  in 
scientific  manner  its  greatest  present 
needs,  and  as  a  fitting  climax  the  far- 
sighted  plan  for  the  harmonious  de- 
velopment of  the  whole  conununity 
along  lines  of  prosi)erity,  (>conomy, 
efficiency,  and  beauty.  Such  a  i)lan 
ought  to  save  even  the  present  genera- 
tion many  thousands  of  dollars,  and 
add  apj)reciably  to  the  wealth  of  the 
community  within  ten  years.  Event- 
ually the  gain  will  be  too  great  to  hv 
expressed  in  financial  terms." 

With  our  aims  and  ideals  thus  set 
forth  l)y  others  it  remains  for  us  l)ul 
to  i)roceed  with  the  work.  The  task 
set   for  our  community  is  a   large  one. 

*Mr.  Miller  has  im-cciiIIx'  Ix'cn  iii.kIc 
Professor  of  Landsraj)*-  Hnrliciill  nn-  in  tlir 
I'niversitv  of  Illinois. 
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l)iit  it  is  pleasant,  and  with  such  en- 
couragement ought  ne^'er  to  he  aban- 
doned. 

"And  courage  never  to  submit  or  yield. 
And  what  is  else  not  to  be  overcome." 

Here  is  a  bit  of  encouragement  from 
one  of  our  own  citizens : 

As  I  ])ick  up  my  monthly  magazine, 
BiLLERICA,  I  cannot  help  but  feel 
l)roud  of  the  town  in  which  I  live.  I 
suppose  it  is  because  this  little  maga- 
zine keeps  ever  before  me  things  of 
interest  as  regards  the  possibilities  of 
Billerica's  future  development.  It  is 
surprising  how  much  of  valuable 
information  is  contained  within  its 
pages,  and  which,  if  kej)t,  will  be  of 
great  ^'alue  in  years  to  come. 

The  recognition  this  magazine  is 
receiving  out  of  the  town  and  state 
must  be  very  gratifying  to  the  manage- 
ment, and  is  certainly  convincing  evi- 
dence of  its  worth  as  a  large  factor  in 
the  future  growth  and  prosperity  of  our 
town. 

No  citizen  interested  in  Billerica 
and  its  affairs  can  afford  to  miss  reading 
each  copy  of  this  interesting  magazine. 
Interested  Reader. 


SOCIETIES  AND  CLUBS 

Billerica  Grange 

The  Billerica  Grange  is  beginning 
the  new  year  with  a  well-arranged, 
comprehensive  program.  January  23, 
Professor  E.  M.  McDonald  of  Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural  College,  will 
speak  on  "('orn."  Grangers  are  re- 
(|uested  to  bring  samples  of  seed. 
February  13,  the  topic  is  "Vocational 
Training  in  our  Public  Schools."  Mr. 
.Vrthur  B.  Wc})ber,  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  Mr.  K.  li.  Houghton,  Princi- 
pal of  Pollard  School,  and  Miss  Amy 
Corkum  are  to  .speak.  Teachers  of 
the  town  schools  are  invited  as  guests. 
To]nc  for  Fel)ruary  27  is,"  The  Home 
\'egetable  (iarden."  The  .speakers 
are:  Clarence  Bowman,  Herbert  Hos- 


nier,  Frank  Alexander,  Gustav  Thoni- 
men,  Con.stantine  Tutein.  April  10 
is    the    date    .set    aside    to    consider 

Community  Betterment."  The 
Grange  also  expects  to  enter  the 
competition  for  the  prize  awarded 
by  the  State  Grange  for  the  best  im- 
provement done  by  a  Grange.  On 
April  24,  Gustav  Thommen,  Charles 
Wright  and  E.  F.  Dickinson  will 
speak  on  the  "Preparation  for  the 
Corn  Contest."  Methods  of  ])lanting, 
fertilizers,  etc.,  will  be  discus.secl. 
July  10,  the  timely  topic  of  "Flies 
and  Mosquitoes"  wall  be  discussed  by 
Warren  Dutton,  Frank  Dunlap,  Win. 
H.  ^^allghn,  and  Henry  Manning. 
September  11,  "Distribution  of  Crops" 
will  be  presented  by  Herbert  King, 
Geo.  P.  Greenwood,  Josiah  Folsom, 
and  ]Mrs.  Frank  Alexander.  Septem- 
ber 25,  "Poultry."  "The  average 
hen,  does  .she  pay  her  board?"  An- 
swered by  Geo.  M.  Carr,  Harnden 
Spiller,  Coney  H.  Pooler,  and  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Wilkins.  In  No\'einber  a  Corn 
Contest  exhibition  is  to  be  held  in  the 
town  hall.  From  Ajiril  to  Septeml)er 
Flora  requests  all  members  to  bring 
in  specimens  of  the  different  varieties 
of  wild  flow^ers  found  in  Billerica. 
The  flowers  wall  be  identified,  and  a 
record  kept  of  the  name,  date,  and 
habitat.  A  record  will  also  be  kept 
of  birds  seen  in  Billerica  during  tiie 
same  period. 

On  other  occasions  social  functions 
are  to  be  introduced;  l)ut  it  is  evident 
from  the  foregoing  that  the  Grange  is 
getting  down  to  business  this  year. 
Much  credit  is  due  the  worthy  lecturer, 
Mrs.  Forrest  F.  Collier,  for  the  ex- 
cellent program. 

Grange  officers  for  the  coming  year 
are:  Ma.ster,  Harry  F.  Waite;  Over- 
.seer,  Forrest  F.  Collier;  Lecturer, 
Mrs.  Forrest  F.  Collier;  Steward, 
Fred  L.  Smith;  Assistant  Steward, 
Constantine  D.  Tutein;  Chaplain, 
Florence  Ruth;  Treasurer,  Charles 
Wright;  Secretary,  Josiah  C.  Folsom; 
Gate  Keeper,  Roger  Bates;  Ceres, 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  Waite;  Pomona,  Stella 
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Morris:   Flora,    HtM-llia    E.    Diinmock; 
Lady  Assistant  Steward,  Kllen  Scluilt. 

a  ffi  a 

BOARD  OF  TRADE 

The  December  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  was  especially  interesting-. 
The  program  consisted  of  three  ad- 
dresses by  members  of  the  Lowell 
Board  of  Trade,  John  A.  Murphy, 
Robert  B.  ^hirden,  and  C.  1).   liurtt. 

Mr.  Murphy  discussed  the  i)robleni 
of  caring  for  the  prospective  workers 
in  the  new  Boston  &  Maine  car  shops. 
It  is  estimated,  he  said,  that  there  will 
be  three  thousand  employees,  which 
will  mean  an  added  population  of  at 
least  fifteen  thousand  people.  Part 
of  these,  of  course,  will  live  in  Lowell, 
but  a  great  many  will  live  in  Billerica. 
All  will  be  skilled  laborers. 

In  anticipation  of  this  prospective 
increase  it  is  extremely  urgent  that 
every  wise  precaution  be  taken  for  the 
advancement  of  our  civic  interests. 
Housing  laws  should  now  be  passed. 
Plans  for  future  sub-divisions  should 
be  rigorously  scrutinized  by  the  Park 
Commission,  etc. 

Mr.  Mur})hy  also  j)ointed  out  the 
fact  that  Billerica  is  one  of  the  most 
favorably  situated  towns  in  New 
England.  Our  water  front  on  the 
Concord  River,  and  our  railway  facili- 
ties are  scarcely  equaled  for  factory 
purposes. 

Mr.  Marden  spoke  chiefly  of  roads. 
Billerica  needs  more  state  roads,  and 
should  spare  no  effort  in  getting  them. 
He  also  mentioned  a  plan,  which  if 
carried  out,  will  unite  a  num})er  of 
towns  surrounding  Lowell  in  their 
efforts  toward  civic  improvement. 

Mr.  Burtt  spoke  on  the  necessity  of 
providing  school  advantages  for  the 
incoming  ])opulation.  He  suggested 
that  our  beginning  should  be  early, 
thorough,  and  deep.  The  mechanics 
will  some  of  them  be  men  with  fami- 
lies, and  will  be  aml)itious  for  the  best 
social  and  educational  surroundings 
for  their  children.     Are  we  doing  any- 


thing to  make   Billerica  an  attractive 
village  for  such  j)eople? 

It  is  only  fair  to  the  members  of  our 
Board  of  Trade  to  add  that  these 
suggestions  made  by  men  who  know 
comparatively  little  about  our  local 
activity  are  right  in  line  wath  W'hat  our 
organization  is  already  doing.  Bille- 
rica is  also  urging  many  of  these  im- 
provements. To  have  them  suggested 
by  our  friends  and  neighbors  is  en- 
couraging as  well  as  enlightening. 
s  s  @ 
CORN  CONTEST 

The  Corn  Contest  plan,  although 
but  recently  made  public,  has  been 
receiving  careful  consideration  for  some 
time.  On  the  twentv-third  of  this 
month  Prof.  E.  M.  McDonald,  of  the 
extension  service  of  the  Massachusetts 
Agricultural  College,  sj)oke  at  the 
Billerica  Grange  on  this  subject. 

An  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Wm. 
D.  Hurd  to  Mr.  Gustav  Thommen 
show^s  that  the  Amherst  professors  are 
very  much  interested  in  the  jjroject. 
Mr.  Hurd  has  been  secretary  of  both 
the  New  England  Corn  Exposition 
and  the  Massachusetts  Corn  Show. 
He  offers  to  help  organize  the  work. 

A  cash  prize  of  $1,000  is  to  be  offered 
for  the  largest  yield  of  corn  from  one 
acre  of  land. 

The  contest  is  to  be  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
Billerica  (irange,  and  elaborate  prepa- 
rations are  being  made  for  its  intro- 
duction to  the  people  of  Billerica  and 
New^  England. 

LETTER  WRITING  CONTEST 

Mr.  E.  F.  Dickinson,  of  Billerica, 
offered  to  the  children  of  Middlesex 
County  cash  prizes  for  the  best  letters 
submitted  to  the  Courier-Citizen  office, 
on  the  subject  of  "Accidents."  The 
contest  closed  January  18,  at  which 
time  the  letters  were  judged  by  the 
editors  of  the  Courier-Citizen  and  made 
public. 

Mr.  Dickinson  ottered  three  prizes: 
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first,  $13;  .second,  $2;  and  third,  $1. 
The  letters  were  to  give  an  account 
of  one  accident  known  personally  to 
the  child  which  might  have  been 
avoided  had  a  little  care  or  forethought 
been  exercised;  this  was  to  be  followed 
by  ten  rules  for  ])revention  of  accidents. 
The  object  of  the  contest  was  to  induce 
not  only  children,  but  everybody,  to 
realize  that  oftentimes  a  little  care  or 
forethought  will  prevent  a  serious 
accident.  Any  boy  or  girl  fifteen 
years  of  age  or  under  was  eHgible. 

The  number  of  contestants  proved 
to  be  so  large  that  the  contest  was 
divided  by  adding  a  second  class  open 
only  to  children  of  Chelmsford.  The 
contestants  of  the  first  class  were  not 
allowed  to  enter  the  second  class. 
The  first  letter  came  from  a  North 
Billerica  boy. 

The  winner  of  the  first  prize,  Alexan- 
der Masson,  told  of  the  great  fire 
which  he  saw  at  Old  Orchard  Beach  a 
few  years  ago.  He  explained  how  it 
was  started  by  draperies  catching 
fire  in  one  of  the  hotels.  Instead  of 
immediately  stamping  out  the  fire 
the  person  in  the  room  ran  for  as.>*ist- 
ance,  thus  letting  the  fire  spread. 

The  Chelmsford  prize  was  won  by 
Mildred  S.  Buchanan. 

Some  of  the  rules  for  preventing 
accidents  were  as  follows:  Never 
keep  poisons  in  the  same  place  with 
medicines.  Never  throw  banana, 
orange,  or  fruit  skins  where  they  are 
likely  to  be  stepped  on.  Be  careful 
not  to  step  from  a  car  into  the  face 
of  any  other  \-ehicle.  Do  not  get 
on  or  off  a  car  until  it  stoj^s.  Sto]). 
look,  and  listen  before  crossing  the 
tracks.  Do  not  step  oflF  a  car  back- 
wards. Do  not  venture  boating  with 
an  inexjierienced  rower.  Stay  in  the 
l)ackground  wiien  hunting  with  an 
inexperienced  hunter.  Never  jjoini 
a  gun  at  anybody,  whether  it  is  loaded 
or  not.  Never  skate  on  ice  unless  it 
is  perfectly  safe.  Do  not  play  with 
fire.  Do  not  put  a  lamp  containing 
oil  on  the  stove.  Never  leave  a  little 
child  in  the  house  vmless  some  older 


])erson  is  with  it.  Do  not  touch  live 
wires.  Do  not  stand  in  an  open  field 
during  a  thunder  storm.  Never  be 
in  too  much  of  a  hurr3^  Keep  a  clear 
head  on  all  occasions. 


Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

{Continued  from  November  Issue) 

Tlie  tliree  women,  Misses  Eliza  A  Rogers, 
Anne  R.  Faulkner,  and  Elizabetli  Rogers, 
responded  to  the  call  of  the  Freedmens 
Bureau,  and  went  South,  January  13,  1864,  to 
teach  coloretl  men.  E.  R.  is  now  telling 
of  their  life  at  Benedict,  Md. 

"Went  to  Colonel  Bailey's  tent  this 
morning  to  see  some  things  sent  by 
Edward  Everett  Hale's  society.  Col- 
onel Bailey  spoke  of  the  influence  of 
the  ladies  in  the  camp  as  very  bene- 
ficial. He  said  we  had  no  idea  of  it, 
and  thought  the  civilizing  effect  upon 
the  officers  was  cpiite  equal  to  that 
we  had  upon  the  blacks.  He  wished 
people  at  home  would  feel  it  a  duty  to 
write  to  soldiers  and  thus  let  them 
constantly  have  the  restraint  of  honie 
influence.   .   .   . 

"The  General  will  return  from 
Washington  to-night  and  we  shall 
then  be  able  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
length  of  our  stay  here. 

"Camp  Stanton,  Feb.  12th,  Friday. 
Last  night  w^e  received  intelligence 
from  the  General  that  he  brought 
orders  from  Washington  for  the  7th 
and  Dth  to  march  on  Monday.  We 
feel  l)adlv  enough.   .   .   . 

"Only  the  19th  will  be  left.  .  .  . 
But  the  movements  of  the  regiment 
are  uncertain  and  we  may  leave  any 
time.  All  will  now  be  hurry  and 
bustle  for  three  days.  They  go  from 
here  tc*  Fortress  Monroe;  beyond  that 
their  destination  is  not  known.  Many 
of  the  men  nnist  fall,  for  they  are  with- 
out doubt  to  go  immediately  into 
active  service,  and  in  all  probability 
many  of  the  officers  will  not  return. 
They  feel  this  and  calmly  talked  of  it 
this  morning  at  table.     They  are  all 
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veterans  and  with  the  experience  of 
Harpers  Ferry,  Fredericksburg',  Gettys- 
burg, and  many  other  perilous  events 
they  know  what  is  l^efore  them.  They 
say  tliey  will  never  he  taken  prisoners, 
but  will  conquer  or  die.   .   . 

"Mr.  Higginson  has  gone  to  Wash- 
ington to-day  to  be  ordained,  that  he 
may  go  with  the  9th  as  their  cha])lain. 
One  for  the  7th  is  on  his  way  here. 
I  do  not  know  who  he  is. 

"Saturday,  Feb.  13th.  We  had  no 
opportunity  to  teach  until  to-night 
for  want  of  pupils.  This  being  the 
general  washing  day,  added  to  the 
])reparations  for  moving,  quite  broke 
up  our  school.  .  .  .  Frances  informed 
me  this  morning  that  this  was  to  be 
her  wedding  day.  Her  face  was  per- 
fectly radiant,  for  she  has  had  many 
things  to  discourage  her.  John  be- 
longs to  the  7th  and  has  been  in  the 
hospital  for  some  time.  [The  ladies 
started  out  to  be  present  at  the  mar- 
riage.] The  General  joined  us  and 
the  band  started  to  escort  them  u]), 
but  met  them  and  learned  that  they 
had  been  quietly  transformed  into 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snowdon  in  the  Colonel's 
tent.  The  band  struck  up  a  lively 
air;  the  bridal  pair  taking  the  lead, 
they  marched  up  and  around  the  house 
twice.  It  was  a  comical  sight.  Mrs. 
Birney  gave  an  entertainment  of 
oysters,  lemonade,  and  cake  to  the 
bridal  ])arty  of  a  dozen.  The  bride 
gloried  in  a  white  wreath.  She  is  to 
remain  with  Mrs.  Birnej'.  We  felt  (juite 
chagrined  in  losing  the  ceremony. 

"At  school  to-night  one  of  my  men, 
who  has  been  zealously  trying  to  learn 
to  write,  seemed  to  feel  quite  badly 
that  he  should  not  come  again,  and 
expressed  much  gratitude  at  the  o]j- 
portunity  that  had  been  given  him. 
He  was  quite  delighted  when  I  told 
him  that  as  soon  as  he  had  learned  to 
write  he  must  send  me  a  letter  away 
up  to  the  North." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Feb.  13th.  Frances 
was  dressed  in  a  drab  muslin-delaine 
dress  and  a  black  cape  trimmed  with 
moire  antique,  a  crimson  velvet  bon- 


net with  a  long  feather  of  the  same 
color  on  the  outside.  There  were 
white  flowers  on  the  inside.  The 
l)onnet  was  tied  under  the  chin  with 
white  ribbons.  She  wore  white  cotton 
gloves  and  bead  bracelets.   .   .   . 

"I  must  record  the  whole  name  of 
the  sergeant  major  to  whom  we  saw 
the  sword  ])resented  a  few  days  ago 
It  was  this:  William  Henry  Savin 
John  Lewis  Caesar  Augustus  Robert- 
son Bradford  Jim  Grow  Buffalo.  He 
is  known  on  the  catalogue  as  simple 
William  Buft'alo.  He  says  his  mother 
was  poor  and  could  do  little  for  him 
but  give  him  a  name  and  for  it  evi- 
dently he  is  (juite  grateful.  .  .  .  Cousin 
Eliza  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gilman 
to-night.  He  told  us  where  the  S.  S. 
lesson  was  and  the  letter  had  interest 
for  all  of  us." 

(E.  R.)  "Sunday,  Feb.  14th.  I 
went  to  the  hospitals  in  Benedict.  I 
was  afterwards  joined  there  by  Eliza, 
who  had  been  to  witness  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  flag  to  the  7th  by  the  colored 
ladies  of  Baltimore. 

"Only  the  sickest  of  the  men  are 
left  in  the  hospitals,  the  rest  are  re- 
turned to  camp.  .  .  . 

"Lieutenant  Brown  and  wife  re- 
turned from  a  recruiting  expedition 
this  morning.  Mrs.  Brown  and  Mrs. 
Harris  leave  this  afternoon  in  the 
Planter  for  Baltimore.  We  hope  the 
troops  will  not  get  ofl^  to-morrow. 
Lieutenant  Goodyear  jiresented  Anne 
and  me  with  books  at  dinner,  which  he 
could  not  take  with  him  and  which 
he  said  might  serve  as  a  memento 
if  we  never  met  again.  He  is  only 
twenty-one,  but  has  seen  a  good  deal  of 
life  and  the  world  in  various  phases, 
and  is  old  for  his  years,  with  an  inex- 
haustible fund  of  wit." 

{To  be  continued) 
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BILLERICA  DAY-BOOK 

January 

1.  Regular  meeting  of  Asa  John  Patten 
Circle,  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Fol- 
lowing officers  installed:  President, 
Mrs.  Mina  L.  Gardner;  Senior  Vice, 
Mrs.  Leonora  Brewster;  Junior  Vice, 
Mrs.  Susan  Cowdrey;  Chaplin,  Mrs, 
Susan  Jaquith;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Hallie 
P.  Whitney;  Conductor,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Whiteside;  Assistant  Conductor, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Ritchie;  Guard,  Mrs. 
Lillian  Duren;  Assistant  Guard,  Mrs. 
Kingsley;  Patriotic  Instructor,  Mrs. 
Mabelle  Smith.  Banquet  served  at 
6.30,  followed  by  entertainment. 

3.  Meeting  of  Progessive  Clul)  in  Bennett 
Hall.  Pleasing  program  carried  out. 
Addresses  made  by  Daniel  Cosgrove 
of  Lowell,  Dr.  C.  E.  Hosmer,  and 
Gustave  Thommen.  Refreshments 
served  by  Mrs.  Huljbard. 
Meeting  of  the  Sewing  Circle  of  the 
Womans  Branch  Alliance,  Unitarian, 
with  ^Irs.  (ieo.  Smith. 

9.      Installation  of  officers  at  Grange.      Also 
charades  and  music. 
Whist  i)arty  in  Malhew  Hall,  by  Father 
Mat  hew  T.  A.  Society. 
10.     "Old     Timers"    gave    their    First    A,s- 
sembly  with  great  success,  in  Thomas 
Tailjot  Memorial  Hall. 
Meeting    of    Parish    Club    at    home    of 
Mrs.    Jacobs.      Talk    by    Dr.    Charles 
¥j.  Hosmer,  on  "John  Brown."' 


Several  bills  presented  for  consideration 
at  session  of  the  legislature  by  Repre- 
sentative Charles  H.  Williams. 

15.  Recital  given  in  Town  Hall,  by  the 
Edwin  Whitney  Company,  usder 
the  auspices  of  the  Unitarian  Music 
Committee. 

17.  Meeting  of  Woman's  Alliance  in  after- 
noon in  vestry  of  Unitarian  Church. 
Guests  present  from  Winchester  and 
Carlisle.  Talk  on  "Spirituality, "  by 
Rev.  Loren  B.  MacDonald. 

19.  Rev.  Lyman  B.  Weeks  preached  at 
Unitarian  Church  in  exchange  with 
Rev.    Mr.    Rutledge. 

20.  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  "Corn 
Contest"  discussed. 

Fire  destroyed  frame  building  near 
the  Bedford-Billerica  branch  of  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  owned  by 
John  Barnes. 

22.  Supper  in  First  Baptist  Church  vestry. 
The    Asa    John    Patten    Sewing    Circle 

met  with  Mrs.  Charles  Moore. 

23.  Meeting    of    Billerica    Grange.     Topic, 

Corn  —  Seed   Selection.     Address   by 

Prof.  E.  M.  McDonald  from  M.  A.  C. 

No.  9  Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club,  in 

=^=^  vestry  of  Unitarian  Church.      Address 

by  Rev.  A.  C.  Ferrin,  pastor  of 
First  Congregational  Church,  Lowell, 
on  "  The  New  Age." 

25.  "Old  Timers"  hold  banciuet  and  or- 
ganize. Miss  Nellie  Cowdrey  chosen 
president  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Callaghan, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

29.  McKinley  Day  observed  at  Congrega- 
tional Church  by  annual  men's  supper. 
Address  by  DeLacy  Corkum. 

31.  "The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth,"  given  by 
the  senior  class  of  the  Howe  High 
School. 


Sat.  1 


Sun.  : 
Mon. 


Tues.  4. 


Wed. 


BILLERICA  CALENDAR 
March 

Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge, 
I.O.  O.  F.,  No.  64,inl.  0.0.  F. 
Hall  at  8  p.m. 

Bennett  Library  open  2  to  5  and 
7  to  9  P.M. 

Services  in  all  churches. 

Annual  meeting  of  North  Bil- 
lerica Baptist  Society. 

Meeting  of  A.  St.  John  Chambre 
Club. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total 
Abstinence  Society,  in  Father 
Mathew  Hall,  at  s'p.m. 

Talbot  Mills  Library  open  from 
7  to  9  P.M. 

Meeting  of  .\orlh  Billerica  Coun- 
cil No.  1323  R.  A.,  at  7.45  p.m., 
in  Mathew  Hall. 

Meeting  of  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
inl.  0.0.  F.Hall. 
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Thurs.  0. 
Fri.  7. 

Sat.  8. 


Sun.  9. 
Mon.  10. 


Tues.  11. 

AVed.  12. 
Thurs.  13 


Fri.  14. 


Sat.  1.5. 


Sun.  IG. 
Tues.  18. 


Meeting    of    New    England    Order 

of  Protection. 
Bennett  Library  open  2  to  .3  and 

7  to  9  P.M. 
Entertainment   by  Mitchell  Boys' 

School. 
New  Moon. 

Talbot  Mills  Library  open  7  to  9. 
Devoticmal     service     at    Congre- 
gational Church. 
Meeting    of    Shawsheen     Lodge, 

I.  O.  O.  F.,  Xo.  04,  inLO.  O.  F. 

Hall. 
Bennett  Library  open  2  to  5  and 

7  to  9  P.M. 
Last     meeting     of     Registers    of 
voters  from    12  m.  to  10  p.m.. 
Town  Hall. 
Services  in  all  churches. 
Billerica  Grange  to  visit  Bedford 

Grange  and  furnish  the  enter- 
tainment. 
Meeting    of     Winning     Rebekah 

Lodge,  No.  108,  at  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Hall. 
Meeting  of  Woman's  Missionary 

Society      of      North     Billerica 

Baptist  Church. 
Meeting  of  William's  Bible  Class 

of      North      Billerica      Baptist 

Church. 
Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total 

Abstinence  Society,   in  Father 

Mathew  Hall  at  8  p.m. 
Talbot  Mills  Library  open  7  to  9 

p.m. 
Meeting  of  Rowell  Girls. 
Bennett  Library  open  2  to  5  and 

7  to  9  P.M. 
Open  meeting  of  Nineteen  Hun- 
dred Club. 
Subject  —  Noted  Women  Heroes. 

Rev.      J.       Harold        Dale  — 

Florence     Nightingale.       Rev. 

Lyman  Rutledge   —  Clara 

Barton.        Rev.      Charles      H. 

Williams —  Ida  Lewis. 
Music,  Miss  Knowles. 
Meeting  of  Grange. 

Conferring  of  first  and  second 

degrees   by  officers,  and   ladies 

degree  staff. 
Open  meeting  of  Parish  Club  at 

Unitarian      Vestry  —  Address 

by  I{(\ .  II.  H.  Saunderson. 
Talbot  Mills  Library  open  7  to  9. 
Devotional  service  at  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  7  p.m. 
First  Quarter. 
Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge  in 

I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall,  at  8  P.M. 
Services  in  all  cliurches. 

Meeting    of     Thomas     Talbot 

Lodge. 
Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total 


Abstinence  Society  in  Father 
Mathew  Hall  at  8  p.m. 

Talbot  Mills  Library  open  7  to  9. 
Wed.  19.       Meeting  of  North  Billerica  Coun- 
cil No.  132.3,  R.A.,  at  7.4.5  p.m., 
in  Mathew  Hall. 

Meeting  of  New  England  Order 
of  Protection. 

Bennett  Librarv  open  2  to  .3  and 
7  to  9. 
Fri.  21.  Meeting     of     AVoman's     Branch 

Alliance,  2  to  .5  p.m.  Speaker, 
Rev.  Thomas  J.  Horner,  Attle- 
boro — "Fountains  in  the 
Desert." 

Talbot  Mills  Library  open  7  to  9 . 

Devotional  Service  at  Congrega- 
tional Church,  7  p.m. 
Sat.  22.         Full  Moon. 

Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge, 
I.  0.0.  F.,  No.  64,  in  I.  0.0.  F. 
Hall,  8  P.M. 

Bennett  Library  open  2  to  .5  and 
7  to  9  P.M. 

Annual  Town  Meeting  in  Town 
Hall 

Easter.     Services  in  all  churches. 

Meeting  of  Billerica  Board  of 
Trade.  Address  by  Paul  D. 
Sargent,  on  Good  Roads. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total 
Abstinence  Society  in  Father 
Mathew  Hall  at  8  p.m. 

Talbot  Mills  Library  open  7  to  9. 

Meeting  of  Willing  W'orkers  in 
vestry  of  North  Billerica 
Baptist  Church. 

Bennett  Library  open  2  to  5  and 
7  to  9  P.M. 

Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred 
Club.  An  afternoon  with  Sam 
Walter  Foss.  Leader,  Mrs. 
Dickinson.  Readers,  Mrs. 
Talbot,  Mrs.  Lamprell,  Miss 
Page. 

Meeting  of  Grange. — Conferring 
of  Third  and  fourth  degree  by 
Ladies'  Staff  and  regular 
officers.     Harvest  Supper. 

Meeting  of  Clover  Club  at  7.30 

P.M. 

Fri.  28.  Talbot  Mills  Library  open  7  to  9. 

Devotional  Service  at  Congrega- 
tional Church,  7  p.m. 
Sat.  29.  Last  Quarter. 

^Meeting  of  the  Shawsheen  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  No.  64,  in  L  O.  O.  F. 
Hall  at  8  P.M. 
Sun.  30         Services  in  all  churches. 

Winning  Rebekah  Lodge  meets  only  the 
second  Monday  of  each  month  instead  of  the 
second  and  fourth  as  formerly. 

Ladies  of  the  (r.  A.  R.,  will  meet  only  once 
a  month  hereafter  instead  of  twice. 


Sun.  23. 
Mon.  24. 


Tues.  2.5. 


Wed.  26. 


Thurs.    27, 
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At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Mr.  Warren  H.  Manning  gave  an 
illustrated  talk  on  "Trees  of  Billeriea." 
The  substance  of  his  remarks  will  appear 
later  in  connection  with  charts,  which  will 
show  location  of  our  beautiful  and  historic 
arboreal  specimens. 

DEATHS 

February 
7.     George    Wood,    Allen    Road,     Billerica, 
age    82    years,    3    months,    13    days. 
Born  in  Sudbury,  Mass. 
9.     John  O.  Farmer,  Billerica,  age  11  months, 
1  day.     Born  in  Billerica. 
16.      Wm.  Manning  at  East  Chelmsford,  age 
89    years,    2    months,    18    days.     In- 
terment    at      Fox      Hill     Cemetery, 
Billerica. 
Allan    Bottomley,  North    Billerica,    age 
75  years,   8   months,    10  days.     Born 
in  England. 
26.     Mary    E.    Casey,    North    Billerica,    age 
14  years,  4  months,  2  days.     Born  in 
North  Billerica. 
29.     Calista  A.  Stearns,  Billerica  Center,  age 
74  years,   6   months,   12  days.     Born 
in  Boston. 

BIRTHS 
2.     To   Mr.  and   Mrs.   William   Monahan, 
Jones  Ave.,  a  daughter. 
In    1912   there    were   fifty   births,    twenty- 
nine  marriages  and  sixty-two  deaths  recorded 
in    Billerica.     Eighteen    people    from    out    of 
town    were    buried    in    Billerica    cemeteries 
during  the  year. 

H  H  H 

EDITORIAL 

No  Joke 

Some  of  our  friends  have  .suggested 
that  Billerica  is  so  stiflF  with  dignity 
that  it  is  Hkely,  at  any  moment,  to 
topple  over  backwards.  We  confess 
that  we  are  not  competing  with  the 
Farmers  Almanac,  and  have  not  made 
the  Arkansas  Traveler  a  "contributing 
editor,"  but  we  do  occasionally  u.se 
the  desk  as  a  cricket,  making  the  once 
elegant  five-cent  blotter  serve  as 
carpet  for  the  rough-shod  heels  of  our 
pedal  extremities.  We  submit  that 
however  dignified  this  descrijition  may 
be  it  {)ortrays  an  attitude  not  so  digni- 
fied, and  one  even  more  likely  Ihan  the 
formal  and  dignified  erect  j)()sture  to 
precipitate  the  attitudenaire  on  his  back. 

Jn  other  words  we  a])pear  to  b(> 
dignified  l)ccau.se  we  are  attending 
strictly    to    bu.siness.     Our    sense    of 


humor  may  be  as  keen  as  that  of  any 
comic  supplement  artist  in  the  coun- 
try —  sometimes  we  are  prone  to 
think  keener  —  but  the  display  of  such 
humor  is  not  our  business.  We  Itave 
set  out  to  accomplish  certain  ends, 
and  in  doing  so  have  taken  a  few  things 
for  granted:  for  example  we  assume 
that  (1)  oiu-  readers  care  more  for 
truth  than  fiction;  (2)  facts  are  better 
than  wind-jamming;  (3)  brevity  is 
better  than  fine  rhetoric;  (4)  pleasant 
talk  about  disagreeable  things  is  better 
than  disagreeable  talk  about  pleasant 
things,  and  (o)  people  who  care  more 
for  jokes  and  "knocks"  than  for  vital 
facts  and  serious  ideals  are  not  going 
to  determine  the  success  of  our  enter- 
prise anyway.  We  want  to  appeal  to 
the  best  there  is  in  you;  and  that,  we 
hope,  is  no  joke. 

E  SI  a 

In  the  Survey  for  January  4,  the 
question,  "Is  an  organized  country 
life  movement  possible?"  is  asked, 
and  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The 
one  essential,  says  the  author,  Mr. 
G.  F.  Wells,  is  "A  practical  cam- 
paign, directed  by  a  comprehensive 
leadership,  which  shall  work  from 
without  inward,  and  from  within  out- 
ward, so  as  to  stimulate  and  conserve 
every  force  of  the  entire  rural  move- 
ment." 

Billerica  interprets  this  "Rural 
Movement"  to  mean  the  develop- 
ment of  every  phase  of  country  life. 
Its  columns  are  dedicated  to  such 
development.  Our  magazine  is,  there- 
fore, a  sincere  effort  on  the  part  of  our 
community  to  fulfill  its  part  in  the 
"practical  camj)aign  "'  it  is  working 
"from  within  outward." 

Just  what  will  happen  when  the 
leadership  which  is  working  from 
without  inward  shall  affiliate  with 
our  movement  we  cannot  predict;  but 
we  are  sure  that  such  affiliation  will  be 
highly  beneficial  to  us,  and  are  grati- 
fied to  see  that  it  is  already  being  ac- 
complished. We  are  part  of  a  big 
world,  and  we  want  to  take  advantage 
of  that  fact. 
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J  HE  NEW  a(;rktjltijral 

SCHOOL 

Representative  Charles  H.  Williams 
of  North  P.illerica  introdueed  a  bill 
into  the  l^egislatnre.  February  10, 
providing'  for  an  Agricultural  School 
to  be  established  by  Aliddlesex  County, 
at  an  expense  of  $75,000,  and  to  be 
maintained  at  an  expense  of  not  over 
$25,000  yearly,  half  of  which  the 
State  will  appropriate.  The  school 
shall  be  open  to  all  residents  of  the 
county  over  fourteen  and  under 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  Persons 
over  twenty-fi^'e  may  take  special 
courses. 

This  bill  was  opposed  by  Senator 
Clark,  who  wants  to  see  the  two  schools 
alreadj^  authorized  given  a  fair  trial 
before  any  more  are  established. 
Representative  Williams,  vigorously 
supported  by  the  Lowell  delegation, 
rescued  the  bill  however  from  its  ap- 
parent death  in  the  Senate,  and  brought 
it  again  before  the  House,  where  it  is 
now  pending.  Before  this  article  ap- 
pears in  print  final  action  will  probably 
have  been  taken. 

The  best  argument  that  can  be 
presented  for  the  establishment  of 
this  school  in  Middlesex  County  is  the 
unefjualled  possibility  for  agricul- 
tural development.  The  arable  hills 
and  valleys,  peopled  with  industrious 
farmers,  surrounded  by  the  largest 
centers  of  population  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  intimately  connected  to 
them  by  numerous  railways,  trolley 
lines  and  macadamized  roads,  present 
an  opportunity  which  certainly  pro- 
mises much. 


SOCIETIES  AND  CLUBS 

Historical    Sketch    of    Winning 
Rebekah  Lodge,  No.  108 

The  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge  was 
instituted  in  Billerica  early  in  the 
winter  of  1890-1891,  and  the  success 
was  due  to  the  work  of  Mrs.  Clara  E. 
Sexton,  then  a  member  of  the  Even- 


ing Star  Lodge  of  Rebekahs  in  Lowell, 
^Marked  activity  at  that  time  was 
being  recognized  in  the  Shawsheen 
Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  ladies 
of  the  town  were  about  to  aid  in  a 
general  fair  for  the  Lodge. 

The  necessary  jjai^ers  were  obtained 
from  the  (irand  Lodge,  The  i)roject 
did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  all 
at  first,  but  by  perseverance  and  hard 
work,  success  was  at  last  gained  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  signatures  secured 
by  February,  1892,  to  obtain  a  charter. 

On  April"5, 1892,  the  Board  of  Grand 
Officers  visited  Billerica  and  instituted 
the  new  Lodge  in  due  and  formal 
manner,  the  one  hundred  and  eighth 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
gave  it  the  name  of  "Winning." 
There  were  sixteen  charter  members. 
The  Evening  Star  Lodge  of  Lowell,  as 
their  "God  Mother,"  presented  them 
a  set  of  officers  jewels  and  a  pair  of 
gavels,  handsomely  decorated  with 
the  colors  of  the  order. 

Good  work  has  been  done  and  it  is 
very  evident  that  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  this  helpful  organization  are 
banded  together  for  the  "good  of  the- 
cause." 

New  England  Order  of 
Protection 

Talbot  Lodge  No.  41,  N.  E.  O.  P., 
was  founded  June  20,  1888,  by  A.  D. 
Stanton,  with  a  charter  membership  of 
twenty-five,  insured  for  $3000  each. 
The  following  twelve  charter  members 
survive: — 

A.  D.  Stan'tox    .  Arliiifiton,  Mass. 

John*.  A.  Richardsox,  JSilK-rk-a,  Mass. 

F.  Elmer  Colby  Billerica,  Mass. 

William  H.  Sextox  Billerica,  Mass. 

Charles  W.  Lixd    .  Billerica,  Mass. 

RoLAXo  B.  IIoLDEX        .        Billerica,  Mass. 

Herbert  C.  Sweetsir,   Chelmsford,  Mass. 

William  II.  Sprowl       .      Billerica,  Mass. 

T.  Emery  Smith  .       Billerica,  Mass. 

Warrex  IIoldex  Billerica,  Mass. 

Eraxk  S.  Bartlett.  Billerica,  Mass. 

William  C.  Prextiss.      St.  Cloud,  Florida 

Talbot  Lodge  No.  41  meets  the 
first  and  third  Wednesday  of  each 
month,  for  tiie  purpose  of  uniting  fra- 
ternally all  acceptable  persons  of  good 
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moral  character  and  sound  l^odily 
health,  of  improving  the  condidtion 
of  its  members  morally  and  socially, 
of  assisting  them  in  obtaining  employ- 
ment and  of  promoting  benevolence 
and  charity. 

At  our  meeting  January  15,  Deputy 
Grand  Warden  Margaret  G.  Blan- 
chard  and  Suite  of  Everett  installed 
the  following  officers:  J.  P.  Warden, 
T.  Emery  Smith;  Warden,  Clara  E. 
Sexton;  V.  Warden,  Dwight  L.  Hub- 
bard; •  Secretary,  Ida  M.  Brown; 
Treasurer,  T.  Frank  Lyons;  Financial- 
Secretary,  Isabel  J.  Benson;  Chaplain, 
Florence  L.  Holden;  Guide,  Clarence 
A.  Bowman;  Sentinel,  R.  B.  Holden. 
Trustee,  Frank  S.  Bartlett  and  Guar- 
dian G.  E.  Spaulding  were  not  installed 
until  February  19,  on  account  of  illness. 

Deputy  Grand  Warden,  Edward  W. 
Brow'n,  Grand  Guide,  Lulu  M.  Hut- 
chins,  and  Grand  Chaplain,  Ida  M. 
Brown,  installed  the  officers  of  Minute 
]VIen  Lodge  at  Lexington,  Mass.,  on 
February  6. 

Historical   Sketch    of   St.    Anne's 
Mission,  North  Billerica 

The  first  inception  of  the  St.  iVnne's 
Mission  of  North  Billerica  was  the 
St.  Elizabeth's  Guild,  an  organization 
of  women  of  North  Billerica,  which 
met  in  1886  at  the  home  of  Mr.  John 
Gott  on  the  Lowell  Road,  just  beyond 
Sprague's  bridge.  Afterwards  a  Guild 
of  men  was  formed,  named  St.  Alban's 
Guild. 

The  Rev.  J.  S.  Beers,  a  diocesan 
missionary,  visited  the  village  and 
officiated  occasionally  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  ^Meanwhile  he  was  in 
consultation  with  the  rector  of  St. 
Anne's  Church,  Lowell,  with  the 
design  of  placing  the  movement  in 
North  Billerica  under  the  fostering 
care  of  that  parish.  The  responsi- 
bility was  accepted  and  the  mission 
organized  October  22,  188(5.  The 
Mother  Church  gave  the  Mission  her 
own  name.  The  first  officers  were 
Robert    Delmedge,    Warden;    James 


Sutcliffe,  Treasurer;  Joseph  Brown, 
Clerk.  A  Sundav-school  was  opened 
November  27,  1887. 

Services  were  at  first  held  in  Union 
Hall,  which  was  considered  entfrely 
unfit  for  worship,  owing  to  its  secular 
uses  and  appearance,  so  a  lot  of  land 
for  a  church  was  secured  and  the  first 
sod  of  the  new  lot  turned  May  10,  1889. 
The  corner-stone  w^as  laid  May  21-,  1889 
by  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  St.  John 
Chambre,  D.D.  The  church  was 
completed  and  opened  for  public  wor- 
ship on  July  21-,  1889,  and  on  September 
18,  1890  the  church  was  solemnly  con- 
secreated  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  B.  H. 
Paddock.  This  was  one  of  the  last 
public  acts  of  Bishop  Paddock,  who 
was  deeply  interested  in  this  mission. 

Through  the  untiring  efforts  of  their 
beloved  rector,  Dr.  Chambre,  and  the 
church  itself,  its  progress  has  been 
rapid.  Many  valuable  gifts  have  been 
received  by  the  Mission.  Among 
these  may  be  mentioned  a  handsome 
marble  font,  inscribed  as  a  loving 
memorial  to  Bishop  Paddock;  the 
organ  in  the  church  presented  by  Mrs. 
Chambre,  and  the  pulpit  given  by 
Mrs.  John  Slater  of  Lawrence. 

Within  recent  years  a  comfortable 
parish  house,  a  gift  of  Mr.  Frederic 
S.  Clark,  has  been  added,  fitted  for 
entertainments  of  all  kinds,  and  a  new^ 
piano  purchased.  Ample  grounds 
surround  the  church,  affording  oppor- 
tunity for  out-door  entertainment  and 
future  growth. 

It  was  a  sad  blow  to  the  people  of 
St.  Anne's  when  their  true  friend  and 
pastor,  who  had  always  been  faithful 
and  watchful  over  tlie  movement, 
passed  away  on  December  7,  1911. 

Services  are  now  held  every  Sunday 
at  10.15  a.m.,  and  a  Sunday-school 
session  is  held  at  9.30,  The  good 
work  is  now  being  ably  carried  on  by 
the  new  rector  of  St.  Anne's,  Lowell, 
the  Rev.  Appleton  Grannis,  and  the 
associate  clergymen,  Rev.  Samuel  H. 
Jobe  and  Rev.  Edward  E.  Atkinson. 

There  are  now  three  active  organiza- 


BiLLERICA 


tions  doing  excellent  work  for  the 
Mission:  tlie  A.  St.  John  Chanibre 
Ciul)  tor  men,  the  St.  Elizabeth's 
Guild  for  married  women,  and  the 
Clover  Club  for  young  unmarried 
women. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Mission 
are:  Senior  Warden,  John  Gott;  Warden, 
Edwartl  J.  (iarner;  Treasurer,  James 
Howarth;  Clerk,  Joseph  Brown.  ^Ir. 
Brown  has  held  the  position  of  clerk 
since  the  organization  of  the  Mission 
in  1886. 

a  a  SI 
RURAL  LIFE  QUESTIONS 

(Answered  through   the   Extension   Service 
of  the  Massacluisetts  Agriculturiil  College) 

Please  outline  briefly  essentials  of 
construction,  maintenance,  cost  for 
poultry  establishment  to  su])ply  owner 
with  sixty  eggs  and  three  chickens 
weekly,  and  an  additional  return  to 
cover  cost  of  maintenance,  with  salary 
of  competent  man,  interest  and  sink- 
ing fund  payment  to  cover  construc- 
tion cost  in  ten  vears. 

M.  H.  W. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  these  data 
because  the  poultry  man  is  about 
95  per  cent  of  the  whole  proposition. 
For  example,  one  man  at  South  Han- 
over makes  a  net  profit  of  nearly  $5 
apiece  from  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  hens,  which  is  his  sole  income. 
He  has  three-fourths  of  an  acre,  and 
e(iuii)ment  that  could  be  duplicated 
for  $500  or  possibly  even  $300.  A 
man  at  West  ^lansfield  with  an  eciuip- 
ment  costing  about  $2000,  cleared 
$3.40  each  from  seven  hundred  hens. 
A  man  at  Ulysses,  Pennsylvania  made 
a  net  profit  of  $1100.11  from  three 
hundred  and  forty-three  hens,  or  $3.21 
each.  All  three  of  these  men  are 
hustlers  and  work,  you  might  say, 
day  and  night,  and  any  one  of  them 
would  make  a  success  for  you  if  you 
hired  him;  but  if  you  were  to  look  for 
a  poultryman  in  the  ordinary  way 
(and  you  can  find  them  by  the  dozen) 


it  is  possible  that  not  more  than  one 
in  a  hundred  would  succeed  with  your 
work.  It  is  simi)ly  a  question  of 
knowing  how  and  being  willing. 

A  poultryman  should  divide  his 
work  into  three  de})arlments, —  a 
l)reeding  establishment,  an  egg  factory, 
and  a  growing  department.  A  house 
one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long  that 
would  care  for  five  hundred  layers 
and  an  incubator  with  a  capacity  of 
about  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand 
eggs  should  be  provided.  Also 
brooder  equipment,  and  number  of 
colony  houses  for  growing  chicks  and 
for  breeding  purposes.  Cost  of  ])lant 
would  be  about  $2000  for  good  con- 
struction, but  could  be  greatly  re- 
duced. 

In  any  case  the  owner  must  know  the 
business  well  enough  to  know  whether 
or  not  the  manager  understands  his 
work. 

J.  C.  G. 

Billerica  will  help  you  solve  your 
farming  problems  if  you  wall  address 
"Rural  Life  Questions,"  Box  187, 
Billerica,  Mass. 

a  a  ai 
BILLERICA  CORN  (CONTEST 
FACTS 

1.  Grand  prize,  $1000. 

2.  Winner  must  break  New  Eng- 
land record. 

3.  New  England  record  is  112.68 
bushels  of  merchantable  corn  con- 
taining 12  per  cent  moisture,  and  is 
held  by  L.  S.  White,  ColUnsville, 
Conn. 

4.  Record  for  1911  was  103.23 
bushels,  made  by  Perley  E.  Davis, 
(iranby,    Mass. 

5.  Contest  open  to  all  New  Eng- 
land. 

6.  There  is  a  yearly  shortage  of 
about  300,000  busiiels  "in  Middlesex 
county  and  of  about  9,000  in  Billerica 
alone. 

7.  Billerica  spends  $7000  every 
year  for  corn  that  might  just  as  well 
grow  in  her  own  soil. 
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8.  Billerica  covers  16,000  acres, 
9,804  of  which  are  in  forest  or  sprout 
growth. 

9.  In  18o3  there  were  5,035  acres 
of  such  growth. 

10.  There  are  4,7o9  acres  less  in 
cultivation  and  pasture  now'  than  in 
1853. 

11.  Forests  are  not  so  profitable 
as  farm  crops.  Even  the  State  Fores- 
try Department  does  not  recommend 
the  growing  of  forests  as  a  crop  on 
Billerica  land,  because  nearly  all  of  it 
is  suited  for  field  crops  or  fruit. 

12.  Every  Billerica  farmer  who 
enters  the  contest  whether  he  wins  a 
prize  or  not  will  be  increasing  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  his  own 
community. 

13.  Contest  is  conducted  by  the 
Billerica  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Bil- 
lerica Grange. 

14.  P'or  information  regarding  con- 
test, address  Gustave  Thommen,  chair- 
man of  Corn  Contest  Committees, 
Billerica,  Mass. 

15.  For  information  and  litera- 
ture regarding  soil,  seed  and  planting, 
address  "Rural  Life  Questions,"  Box 
187,  Billerica,  Mass. 

a  H  s 

Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

(Contitiued  from  January  Issue) 

The  three  women,  Misses  Eliza  A  Rogers, 
Anne  R.  Faulkner,  and  Elizabeth  Rogers, 
responded  to  the  call  of  the  Freedmen's 
Hiireau,  and  went  South,  January  1.3,  ISGJ',  to 
teach  colored  men.  E.  A.  R.  i.s  now  telling 
of  their  life  at  Benedict,  Md. 

"I  here  introduce  to  you  two  offi- 
cers of  our  mess,  both  of  them  fine 
young  men.  [Photographs  sent.]  I 
wish  you  could  just  step  in  and  see 
them  all.  It  is  sad  to  think  how 
many  of  them  will  fall  in  battle. 
The  other  morning  something  was 
.said  of  next  winter's  cpuirters.  Cap- 
taiu  Post  remarked  that  ])robably 
many  of  them  would  l)e  iu  snugger 
quarters  and  it  was  evident  he  felt  it." 


Captain  Post  was  instantly  killed  by  a 
bullet  in  the  forehead  while  leading  his  com- 
pany in  battle.  In  a  letter  from  Col.  Arm- 
strong to  one  of  the  ladies,  dated  March  13, 
1865,  in  speaking  of  the  life  at  Benedict  he 
.says,  "Ah  !  me,  the  days  are  past,  but  \Vith 
those  pleasant  hours  have  passed  also  all  that 
is  mortal  of  our  noble  Post.  I  cannot  cease  to 
mourn  him,  —  he  was  as  manly  and  true  and 
brave  as  a  man  could  be." 

(E.  R.)  "It  seems  that  the  mother 
of  Stanton  Freeman  belonged  to  the 
former  owner  of  this  place.  He  was 
here  a  few  days  ago  when  the  General 
was  aAvay  and  endeavored  to  seize  her, 
but  found  he  was  powerless.  To-day 
the  General  had  him  arrested  and 
brought  here  under  a  negro  guard. 
The  General  only  wished  to  intimidate 
him  and  he  succeeded  so  effectually^ 
that  w4th  clasped  hands  he  besought 
the  General  to  let  him  go,  promising 
everything  and  anything  if  he  might 
only  be  released.  The  craven!  .  .  . 
The  ludicrous  scene  was  rendered 
more  striking  by  the  averted  smiling 
faces  of  those  who  had  once  been  in 
his  power.  Something  of  this  kind  is 
constantly  coming  up,  and  Mrs.  Bir- 
ney  enters  so  heartily  into  her  hus- 
band's work  that  w\i  get  many  a  story 
from  her. 

"Monday,  Feb.  15th.  The  regi- 
inents  did  not  go  to-day.  They  are 
waiting  for  transports  to  take  them 
down  the  river,  where  they  take  tlie 
steamer  for  Hilton  Head.  We  have 
not  the  least  provision  made  for  our- 
selves, and  the  officers  of  the  9th  think 
we  had  better  go  home.  The  General 
says  'No!'  We  therefore  w^ait  for 
what  Avill  'turn  up,'  resolved  to  do 
whatever  seems  best.  If  there  is 
work  for  us  we  shall  stay.   .   .  . 

"Lieutenant  Brown  showed  me  a 
metallic  ring  that  his  wife  placed  on 
his  finger  upon  which  was  inscribed  his 
name,  the  name  of  his  company  and 
regiment,  and  his  place  of  residence, 
that  his  body  might  be  recognized  if 
he  fell  in  battle.  Many  of  the  men  are 
doing  this.  They  feel  that  they  march 
to  danger  and  pcrliaps  to  deatli,  but 
are  just  as  bright  and  cheerful.     We 
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had  a  very  full  school  this  noon  — five 
hundred  at  least.  They  turned  out 
to  a  man,  fearing  it  might  be  the  last 
time,  and  were  very  earnest.  Many 
wanted  a  testament  to  take,  but  our 
stock  is  exhausted,  and  we  could  not 
gratify  them.  I  would  have  ])aid  my 
money  cheerfully  could  I  have  got 
them  at  any  ])rice.  This  afternoon 
we  are  having  a  snow  storm.  Per- 
haps our  winter  is  coming  now." 

(E.  A.  R.)  "I  gave  each  of  the 
servant  boys  a  pair  of  stockings  which 
pleased  them  much.  Hattie's  little 
testament  I  gave  to  Lieutenant  Stew- 
art, he  having  said  last  night  he  would 
like  one.  Then  I  came  u])  to  the  house 
for  stockings  for  Lieutenant  Bailey  to 
give  his  men.  I  went  to  the  hospital; 
most  of  the  patients  are  convalescent. 
I  heard  some  read,  gave  one  of  the 
nurses  a  copy  of  writing  letters,  a  sum 
in  addition,  etc.   .  .  . 

"From  dinner  to  school  again.  So 
many  were  asking  for  ABC  books 
that  I  wish  I  had  enough  to  give  every 
man  one.  Monday  eve.  Twice  while 
I  was  writing  I  had  to  stop  to  get  cloth- 
ing for  contrabands.  Evening  school. 
A  light  snow  made  it  very  slippery 
going  down  hill.  Captain  Post  saw 
me  creeping  down,  came  to  meet  me, 
and  held  me  uj)  so  nicely  I  told  him 
to  write  his  mother  how  good  he  was 
to  help  his  grandmother  down  hill. 
Dr.  Pease,  Captains  Resley  and  Bab- 
cock  came  also. 

"During  the  day  we  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  enter  our  testimony  against 
foul  speech,  which  I  was  glad  to  do." 

(E.  R.)  "Tuesday,  Feb.  lOth.  Last 
night  the  General  received  orders  to 
lead  his  troo])s  in  person  to  Hilton 
Head,  transferring  to  (^olonel  Bow- 
man the  business  of  recruiting.  .  .  . 
The  snow  disa]j])eared  rapidly  this 
morning;  not  a  trace  of  it  is  visible 
now.  ^Irs.  Birney  is  ])acking.  We 
distributed  a  quantity  of  clothing 
this  afternoon  to  fugitive  women,  and 
th*^  rest  is  ])rei)ared  to  send  to  Hilton 
Head  with  the  troops.  It  is  cold  and 
the  wind  is  very  high.     We  have  put 


two  newspapers  and  a  waterproof 
o\er  each  window,  but  now  we  can  feel 
it  blowing  from  every  crack.  We  have 
a  blazing  fire  and  look  cozy  and  com- 
fortable." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Feb.  16th.  To-day 
has  been  so  crowded  with  tluty  and 
incident  that  it  would  require  sheet 
upon  sheet  to  tell  all  of  interest,  yet 
I  am  so  tired  that  I  cannot  recount 
it.   .   .   . 

"The  stories  of  slave  women  to 
which  I  have  listened!  I  lost  my 
dinner,  fascinated  by  the  recital.  The 
graphic  powers  of  description  of  an 
old  woman  of  seventy  I  never  thought 
to  have  listened  to.  .  .  .  It  is  a  curious 
sort  of  life  and  yet  a  fascinating  one 
too.  I  would  be  more  willing  to  start 
to  teach  colored  men  than  I  was  at 
first.  I  accepted  it  when  I  thought 
the  lot  all  trial,  but  the  rich  satisfac- 
tion of  assisting  these  ignorant  men 
'none  but  those  who  feel  it  know.'  " 

(E.  R.)  "Monday,  Feb.  17th. 
When  we  woke  this  morning  ink  and 
water  were  frozen,  medicine  bottles 
burst,  and  the  air  was  whizzing  about 
our  ears  with  cutting  severity.  It 
was  too  cold  at  the  barn  for  any  more 
than  could  gather  about  the  two  fires. 
Finding  my  services  would  not  be 
available  there,  I  wrapped  myself  in 
as  much  clothing  as  I  could  carry  and 
started  for  Benedict.  I  had  the  wind 
in  my  back,  and  got  there  A'ery  nicely. 
I  went  through  every  room  of  the 
19th  and  9th,  and  about  two  o'clock, 
as  I  was  in.  an  upper  back  room,  who 
should  come  in  but  Captain  Post  and 
his  s]>lendid  dog,  Charley.  He  said 
he  feared  I  should  perish  on  the  ])lain, 
and  he  came  for  me  with  a  thick 
shawl.  The  cold  has  increased  so 
much  that  even  with  his  help  I  thought 
I  should  freeze  mv  hands  and  face." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Feb.  17th.  I  never 
before  knew  what  it  was  to  make 
a  tremendous  eft'ort  to  keep  com- 
fortable as  we  have  done  to-day.  .  .  . 
Lizzie  pitied  the  soldiers  in  hospital 
for  being  condemned  to  sit  in  such 
cold  rooms,  but  when  she  came  home 
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confessed  that  ours  were  colder.  .  .  . 
Last  night  I  had  a  new  pupil,  a  great 
stalwart  man.  He  had  been  'detailed ' 
for  the  bakery  at  Benedict  and  had 
seen  me  there.  He  had  come  back  to 
camp  to  move  with  his  regiment.  He 
asked  where  they  were  going;  then  he 
says,  'But  what  shall  we  do  about  our 
wives?'  I  asked  if  he  would  like  to 
have  me  write  to  his  wife.  I  wrote 
by  his  dictation  a  touching  letter. 
Among  other  things  he  says,  'Pray 
for  me  and  believe  that  God  will  do 
all  right.  If  I  should  not  see  you  in 
this  world,  I  trust  to  meet  you  in 
heaven.  I  have  thought  much  of 
delivering  you  from  the  house  of 
bondage.  The  colored  people  have  a 
great  privilege  here  in  having  teachers, 
and  they  are  white  ones  too.'  After 
concluding  messages  he  says,  'Miss, 
make  it  as  long  as  you  please  and  as 
much  like  heaven,  as  I  know  you  will 
know  liow\'  ...  A  man  named  Aza- 
riah  says  to  Eliza,  'If  I  had  ten  dollars 
all  in  gold  I  would  give  it  to  have  the 
school  remain.'  He  })elieves  the  Lord 
has  led  every  step  of  his  life.  His 
trusting  faith  manifests  itself  in  all  his 
manner." 

(E.  R.)  "Feb.  18th.  To-day  is 
equally  cold  and  as  wood  is  getting 
scarce  we  had  but  one  fire  at  the  barn 
and  that  only  for  a  little  while.  .  .  . 
I  wrote  two  soldiers'  letters  and  taught 
whoever  came.  ...  It  is  too  cold  to 
do  anything.  We  have  been  pasting 
newspapers  over  the  cracks,  and  hope 
this  evening  to  be  a  little  more  com- 
fortable. .  .  .  We  have  no  definite 
news  to-night  as  to  the  arrival  of  the 
trans])orts. 

"Camp  Stallion,  Feb.  l!)t]i.  The 
weather  is  intensely  cold  and  we  have 
had  no  school.  Eliza,  Anne,  and  I 
went  to  Benedict.  We  went  to  see 
Harriet  Dorsey,  a  colored  woman 
whose  history  has  interested  us  greatly, 
and  from  there  to  the  9th  hos])ital.  .  .. 
Now  that  the  trooi)s  are  al)()ut  to 
leave,  great  numbers  of  fugitives, 
women  and  children,  come  in  and  try 
to  get  a  pass  to  Washington.     This  the 


General  has  no  power  to  do  officially, 
and  it  is  very  hard  to  tell  them  their 
only  hope  is  to  get  to  Washington  as 
best  the}'  can  by  night.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  no  stories  that  have 
ever  been  told  of  the  sufferings  of 
this  people  are  half  equal  to  the 
truth. 

"Saturday,  Feb.  20th.  It  is  a  little 
warmer  to-day.  At  noon  we  went 
with  Captain  Post  to  see  his  company 
inspection.  .  .  .  He  said  when  he  was 
a  private  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
their  cartridge  boxes  were  examined 
by  ])assing  a  white  pocket  handker- 
chief under  the  straps  and  if  it  was 
soiled  he  was  subject  to  reproof  .  .  . 
(7*0  be  contuiued) 


F.  G.  MOREY  &   CO. 

Hay,  Grain,  Coal, 

Lime,  Cement,  Fertilizer 

and  Roofing  Papers 


Telephone  36-2 


Billerica  Centre 


Bennett  Hall 

Permanent  and  Transient  Guests 
Entertained 

Boston    Ro  a  d 

Prices,  $10.00  a  week  and   up 

BILLERICA  CUSTOM  LAUNDRY 

High-Grade  Work 

60  pieces  Family  I^auiidr\',  75  cents 
Snow-white  Wet  Wash,  50  cents  the  basket 

3  dcz.  lots,  30  cents 
THOMAS  F.  SHERIDAN,  Proprietor 

Rear  Wilson  Street  -  -  Noith  Billerica 

liASTER   CARDS   AND    BOOKLETS 

In  great  variety  at  popular  prices 

Also  a  Good  Line  of  Box  Stationery, 
10  to  25  cents 

JOHN  E.  BULL 

Billerica 


North 
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TOWN     PLAN     FOR     BILLERICA,     MASS. 

This  sheet,  No.  3  of  the  December  issue,  is  on  u  scale  of  about  1000  feet  to  the  inch.  It  is  an  area  about 
the  Manning  Manse,  upon  which  is  indicated  a  100-foot  \voo<l  road  reservation  along  Hilltop  and  across  Black 
Brook  Valley  which  is  part  of  the  continuous  reservation  proposed  from  the  North  village  to  the  Centre,  of  which 
over  a  mile  has  been  established  between  the  Rangeway  and  Treble  Cove  Roads  and  the  Appalachian  Mountain 
Club  Reservation  on  Gilson  Hill. 

Through  such  reservations  a  sinip'e  woodland  trail  can  be  opened  and  maintained  at  very  low  cost,  through 
which  people  can  pass  among  interesting  trees  and  ground  cover  plants  and  by  many  fine  outlook  points. 
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JOHN  A.  RICHARDSON 

Lumber  Yard,  Bennett  Hall  Station.     Telephone  69-5 

Spruce,  Hemlock,  North  Carolina  Sheathing  and  Flooring,  Clapboards, 
Laths  and  Cedar  Posts,  Doors,  Windows  and  Frames 


SOMETHING  NEW  FOR  YOUR  WALLS  AND  CEILINGS 

PLASTERBOARD 

Very  Attractive  —  Inexpensive  —  Try  It 

Call  up  the  yard 


Fine   Stationery,   School 
Supplies,   Souvenir 
Post    Cards 

Pure   Candies,   Daily  Papers 
and  Magazines 

Magazines   At   Club    Rates 

T.  F.  LYONS 


ROLAND   G.   WRIGHT 

Registered   Pharmacist 


Corner  Alain  and  River  Streets 
Billerica  Centre 


$L00    for   the    best 

answer  to  the  question: 

-^       iiA.  1.  What  would  you  tell 

Yy^  ^^ty)         ^  man  about  Billerica 

^'^  ^^///"^     that  would  make  him 

smile  like  this? 

Cut  out  this  ])ieture 
and  send  it  with  your 
answer  to  "Billerica,"  Box  1 87,  Billerica, 
Mass.  All  answers  mud  be  ac('om])an- 
ied  bv  the  picture  and  must  be  in  by 
March  20,  1{)13. 


H.  G.  WATTS  CO. 

Groceries,  Provisions  and 
Hardware 


Billerica  Centre 


Telephone  19-3 


Builders'  Hardware,  Roofing  Materials 
Wire  Fencing,  etc.,  Mixed  Paints  and  Oils 

E.  A.  KING 

Contractor  and  Builder 

Billerica  Centre  Telephone  26-3 


All   Leading  Sorts  of 


CARNATIONS 


Take  a  look  at  them  at  the 
greenhouse  of 


BACKER   &  CO. 

BOSTON  ROAD 

visitors  always  welcome 
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BILLERICA  DAY-BCOK 


February 

1.     Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
No.  64  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
Supper  and    entertainment  given  under 
the     auspices    of    the    Chanibre    and 
Clover  Clubs  at  St.  Anne's  Mission. 

3.  Meeting  of  St.  John  Chambre  Club  at 

St.  Anne's  Parish  House. 
Meeting  of  Board  of  Trade. 

4.  Meeting     of      Father     Mathew     Total 

Abstinence  Society  in  Father  Mathew 
Hall. 
Regular  Meeting  of  Holy  Name  Society 
of  St.  Andrew's  Church  held  in 
Mathew  Hall.  Rev.  John  P.  Flynn, 
0.  M.  I.,  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Church 
of  Lowell,  delivered  address. 

.5.  Meeting  of  North  Billerica  Council  R.  A. 
in  Mathew  Hall. 
Meeting  of  Asa  John  Patten  circle. 
Ladies  of  the  (i.  A.  R.  in  Gardner 
Parker  Hall  in  afternoon. —  Work 
planned  for  the  year. 

(i.  Meeting  of  The  Aristos  Embroidery 
circle  at  the  home  of  Miss  Isabel 
Kearnc\',  Talbot  Avenue,  North 
Billerica. 

7.  Concert  in  town  hall  given  1)\-  the  women 
of  the  W.  R.  C.  of  Medford,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Alliance  of  the 
First  Parish  Church. 


SJeighride  party  by  the  Howe  High 
school,  class  of  1913. 

Industrial  Branch  of  Alliance  met  with 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Eanies. 
!S.      Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
No.  04  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

Billerica  members  of  the  Old  Concord 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  attended  the  regular 
meeting  held  with  Mrs.  Thomas  Todd 
and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Muirhead,  at  Concord,  Mass. 

10.  Meeting  of  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge  in 

I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
Meeting  of  William's  Bible  Class. 

11.  Meeting  of  Fathew  Mathew  Total  Absti- 

nence Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall. 
Ladies'     Afternoon      Whist     Club     met 
with  Mrs.  Jennie  Livingston  Perry,  at 
Billerica  Centre. 

12.  Lincoln's  Birthday  observed  in  schools. 
Mrs.    Mina    L.    Gardner,    president    of 

Ladies'  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  entertained 
members  of  the  Asa  John  Patten 
circle,  the  comrades  and  sons  of 
Veterans,  at  her  home. 

I-egal  holiday  in  Connecticut. 

Good  Government  Association  formed — 
Following  officers  elected, —  chair- 
man, Gustave  Thojmnen;  vice-chair- 
man, Herbert  B.  Hosmer;  secretary, 
Oliver  Greenwood. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Rowell  Girls  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Richard  T.  Perry, 
Wilson  Street,  North  Billerica. 

13.  Mr.   A.   B.    Webber,   Superintendent   of 

Schools  and  Mr.  Houghton,  principal 
of  Pollard  School,  spoke  to  Grangers 
on  "Vocational  Education."  Paper 
by  Miss  Amy  Corkum  read. 

Nineteen  Hundred  Club  addressed  by 
Prof.  Dooley. 

Meeting  of  Aristos  Embroidery  Club  at 
the  home  of  Miss  Lillian  Balmforth, 
Billerica  Avenue. 

14.  \  alentine  Party  given  by  Parish    Club 

in    Unitarian     Vestry.      Members     of 
Carlisle  Guild  present. 
Seventh  and   Eighth   Grades   of  Talbot 

School  enjoyed  sleighride  party. 
Enjoyable    afternoon    spent    at    Vesper 
Country     Club     by     Mitchell    Boys' 
School. 
1.').      Valentine  Parly  at  Mitchell  Boys'  School. 
17.      Meeting  of  Ladies'  Missionary  circle  of 
the    North    Billerica    Baptist    Church 
in  vestry.      Topic,  ".\iaska."      Penny 
collection  taken. 
Meeting     of     Selectmen.      Ai)j)n)val     of 
numerous  bills  against  the  town. 

15.  Meeting     of     Thomas      Talbot     Lodge, 

A.  F.  &  A.  M.  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total  Absti- 
nence Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall. 
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1!).      Meeting  of  Xortli  Rillcrica  Council,  R.  A 
ill    Father    Mallicw    Hall. 

Meeting  of  Xew  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection in  I.  ().  ().  F.  Hall. 

Supper  in  Congreuationai  Churcli  xcslry 
followed  l)y  social. 
•-'().      Balzac  Club"  met   with   Mrs.  Glady.s  H. 
Hosiner. 

Washington's  I5irtlida\-  Supper  at  Uni- 
tarian Vestry,  given  by  Woman's 
Alliance. 
21.  .Meeting  of  Woman's  .\lliance  in  Uni- 
tarian \'estry.  Subject:  "How  to 
Enjoy  Pictures."  Speaker,  Rev. 
Charles  T.  Billings  of  Lowell. 

Master  James  AVilkins  gave  a  birthday 
party  to  sixteen  of  his  young  friends 
at  the  home  of  his  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Wilkins,   Andover  Street. 

First  series  of  three  Whist  Parties  held 
at  (Gardner  Parker  Hall. 

Flowering    bull)s    exhibited    and    judged 
in  Pollard  and  Talbot  Schools. 
■2-2.      Washington's    Birthday    Party    held    at 
Bennett  Hall. 

Partv   given   to   voung  friends   bv    Miss 
Mary  Mitchell'. 
24.      Meeting  of  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge  in 
I.  O.b.  F.  Hall. 

fleeting  of  "  Willing  Workers,  "  in  Xortli 
Billerica  Baptist  Church  A  estry. 

Meeting  of  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Mr.     Josej>h     Brown     of     Talbot     Ave., 
Xorth    Billerica,    celebrated   the  60th 
anniversary  of  his  birth. 
2.").      Meeting  of  Father  Matliew  Total  Absti- 
nence Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Lydon  entertained  Even- 
ing Whist  Club. 
2(j.  The  Ladies'  .Vfternoon  Whist  Club  met 
with  Mis.  Grace  Wilkins  in  Billerica 
Centre.  Prizes  awarded  to  Mrs. 
George  Smith  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Button. 

Meeting  of  The  Asa  John  Patten  circle. 
Ladies'  of  the  G.  A.  R  ,  \vith  Mrs. 
Jasper  Bruce. 
27.  Meeting  of  Billerica  Grange.  Topic 
of  evening,  "The  Home  Vegetable 
Garden."  Papers  read  on  "Seed 
Beds,"  "  A.sparagus,"  "Potatoes,"  and 
"Squashes."  Many  questions  were 
asked  through  the  Question  Box. 
Two  speakers  (m  "Woman  Suffrage," 
a  woman  against  it  and  a  man  in  favor 
of  it,  and  then  a  vote  taken  of  the 
entire  Grange.  A'oted  2(t-21  in  favor 
of    Woman   Suffrage. 

Xineteen  Hundred  Club.  Mrs.  Spillar, 
hostess.  Subject,  "Xoled  Women  of 
Dramatic  Art."  Speakers,  Mrs. 
Jacobs,  Mrs.  Sanford,  Mrs.  Vining. 

Return  game  between  the  Father 
Mathew  Total  Abstinence  Society  of 
Xorth  Billerica  and  the  Y.  M.  C'.  A. 
of  Lowell.     Score  11  to  11. 


Mitchell  Boys'  School  mandolin  orchestra 
played  at  the  Mitchell  school  alumni 
dinner,  given  at  the  Hotel  Lenox, 
Boston. 
2S.  Town  books  closed.  Annual  Report 
satisfactory. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Ladies  Benevo- 
lent Society  in  vestry  of  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

BIRTHS 

February  4,  to  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hector 
Grenou,  Vassar  Street,  a  daughter,  Marie 
Clarina  Gertrude. 

February  19,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Timothy 
IVLihoney,  Wilson  Street,  Xorth  Billerica, 
a  daughter. 

February  19,  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Maxwell 
Savage,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  a  son.  Mr. 
Savage  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Minot  J.  Savage, 
who  at  one  time  had  a  summer  home  in 
Billerica. 

DEATHS 

Died  at  his  home.  Chestnut  Street,  Xorth 
Billerica,  February  1."),  Goetana  Cordio,  aged 
1  vear,  three  months  and  seven  davs. 


MARRL\GES 

February  1.  Leroy  S.  Spaulding,  Billerica, 
Mass.,  and  Edith  K.  Mason,  by  Rev.  Chester 
H.  Howe  of  Framingham. 

February  '■].  John  A.  Hannon,  Xorth 
Billerica,  and  Louise  M.  Haigh,  Billerica,  by 
Rev.  Father  E.  J.  Cornell. 

February  1.3.  Guy  L.  Kittridge.  Bil- 
lerica, and  Alta  M.  Strong,  Wakefield,  at 
Wakefield. 

Fel)ruary  22.  Winfred  I.  Hopkinson, 
Billerica,  and  Ruth  M.  Sweet,  Lowell,  by 
Rev.  James  Bancroft,  G.'j  Fort  Hill  Ave., 
Lowell. 

Miss  Ella  B.  Harris  and  Mr.  (ieorge  L. 
Mead  from  East  Hiimpton,  Mass.,  arc  visit- 
ing Mr.  aufl  Mrs.  B.  ().  Sanford  of  this  town. 

It  i.s  rumored  that  the  United 
States  i.s  going  to  erect  a  (irecian 
temple  a.s  a  memorial  to  Lincoln. 
Happy  thought;  .suppo.se  we  give 
Alliens  the  cue,  and  have  them 
erect  a  skyscraper  on  the  Acroi)olis  in 
memory  of  Socrates. 

In  olden  days  ])eople  of  a  disagree- 
al)le  nature  were  told  to  "go  hang." 
In  Mexico  it  is  "go  shoot," 
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EDITORIAL 

It  is  easy  to  "tliink  big."  There  is 
no  end  of  fine  talk  about  "what  we 
plan  to  do."  But  it  is  not  so  easy  to 
fill  in  the  details  of  a  "big"  thought, 
or  to  frame  up  a  plan  that  can  be 
carried  out.  In  our  last  issue  we 
presented  some  "big  thoughts"  from 
readers  near  and  far.  We  wish  now 
to  say  that  w^e  are  concerned  with 
minute  details  and  that  our  plans 
must  be  workable. 

The  large  vision  of  a  perfect  com- 
munity is  constantly  in  the  back- 
ground, but  in  the  foreground  is  the 
clearest  possible  outline  of  facts.  Up 
above  is  the  radiant  cloud  picture  of 
Billerica,  the  supremely  lieautiful, 
but  down  below  is  the  actual  Billerica 
as  we  see  it  every  day.  In  the  edi- 
torial paragraphs  are  intimations  of 
what  Billerica  may  become,  but  in 
the  following  pages  the  actual  Billerica 
may  be  seen. 

If  you  want  to  know  the  population 
of  the  town,  the  number  of  societies 
and  clubs,  what  each  is  striving  to  do, 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  for  each, 
or  the  historical  data  regarding  each, 
Billerica  will  tell  you.  If  you  are  in- 
terested in  soil  analysis,  the  agricultural 
possibilities  of  this  region,  or  the  most 
successful  crops,  Billerica  will  tell 
you.  If  you  care  to  know  the  topog- 
raphy of  the  town,  the  height  of  its 
hills,  the  extent  of  its  territory,  Bil- 
lerica will  tell  you. 

When  these  and  enough  such  facts 
have  been  presented,  it  will  be  time 
to  frame  up  a  definite  plan.  This 
data  will  come  from  the  citizens  at 
large,  and  the  framing  of  the  plan  will 
have  to  be  done  bj'  an  ecjually  large 
representation. 

Our  ])lan  is  workable,  therefore,  in 
so  far  as  it  gains  the  necessary  facts 
from  the  citizens  at  large,  and  secures 
their  co-operation  in  using  this 
gathered  data  to  the  best  advantage. 


LIBRARY  NOTES 

The  following  books  have  been 
added  to  the  Bennett  Public  Library 
since  the  first  of  last  December : — 

Novels. —  "The  Man  in  Towly 
Island,"  K.  L.  Bosher;  "The  Even 
Hand,"  J.  Germain;  "The  Street 
Called  Straight,"  Basil  King;  "The 
Goodly  Fellowship,"  R.  C.  Schauffler; 
"Miss  Billv's  Decision,"  E.  H.  Porter; 
"The  Secret  of  the  Clan,"  Alice 
Brown;  "The  Voice,"  Margaret  De- 
land;  "The  Turnstile,"  A.  E.  W. 
Mason;  "The  Maid  of  the  Whisper- 
ing Hills,"  Virgie  E.'Roe;  "At  the 
Crossing  with  Denis  McShane,"  W.  A. 
Knight;  "Through  the  Postern  Gate," 
Florence  F.Barclay;  "Priscilla's  Spies," 
G.  A.  Birmingham;  "The  Butter- 
fly House,"  Mary  E.  W.  Freeman; 
"kilmeny  of  the  Orchard,"  L.  M. 
Montgomery;  "Chronicles  of  Avon- 
lea,"  L.  M.  Montgomerv;  "A  Romance 
of  Billy-Goat  Hill,"  AHce  H.  Rice; 
"Linda,"  M.  P.  Montague;  "The 
Inner  Flame,"  C.  L.  Burnham;  "The 
Lady  and  Sada  San,"  Frances  Little; 
"Jezebel,"  Richard  Pryce;  "Mary 
Ware's  Promised  Land, "  A.  F.  Johnson; 
"The  Night  Riders,"  R.  Cullum; 
"Cease  Firing,"  Mary  Johnson. 

Sociology: — "An  Ancient  Evil  and 
A  New  Conscience,"  Jane  Addams. 

Books  for  Boys  and  Girls : —  "  Storj^ 
Telling  Time,"  F.  W.  Danielson; 
"Just  .over  the  Hill,"  Margaret 
Slattery;  "The  Girl  in  Her  Teens," 
Margaret  Slatterv;  "Our  Bov  Scouts 
in  Camp,"  E.  'j.  Houston;  "The 
Young  Crusaders,"  George  P.  At- 
water;  "The  Minute  Boys  of  Bunker 
Hill,"  E.  Stratemever;  "The  Scout 
IVIaster  of  Troop  5,"  J.  T.  Thurston; 
"Captain  Chubb,"  C.  M.  Rcylea; 
"Team  J\Iatcs,"  R.  H.  Barbour;  "The 
Motor  Maids  School  Days,"  "The 
Motor  AFaids  by  Palm  and  Pine," 
"The  i\r<)lor  Plaids  Across  the  Con- 
tiiienl,"  "The  ]\Iot()r  Maids  In'  Rose, 
Shamrock  and  Thistle,"  K.  Stokes; 
"Johnny  Blossom,"  Emilie  Poulsson; 
Prince  Rudolf's  Quest,"   Ida  Kennis- 


BiLLERICA 


ton;  '*  With  Llie  Indians  in  the  Rockies, " 
J.  W.  Schultz;  "Ned  Brewster's  Year 
in  the  Big  \Yoods,"  C  J.  Hawkins; 
"The  Boy  Sconls  in  Florida,"  A.  AV. 
Dimock. 

Essays,  Art,  Travel,  Biography: — 
"The  Unknown  Quantity,"  Henry 
A'anDyke;  "Their  Yesterdays," 
Harold  Bell  Wright;  "Parables  of 
Life,"  J.  Edgar  Park;  "Mornings 
with  Masters  of  Art,"  H.  H.  Powers; 
"Through  the  School,"  Al.  Priddy; 
"Egyptian  Days,"  P.  S.  Marden; 
"The  Promised  Land,"  Mary  Antin; 
"The  Personal  Life  of  David  Living- 
ston," W.  G.  Blaikie. 

"The  Personal  Life  of  Livingston," 
by  W.  G.  Blaikie,  largely  autobio- 
graphical in  character,  is  of  special 
interest  this  year,  because  March  19, 
1J)13  marks  the  hundredth  anniversary 
of  his  birth. 

There  are  now  5,259  books  in  the 
Bennett  Public  Library. 


SOCIETIES  AND  CLUBS 

Board  of  Trade 

The  February  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  was  held  March  3rd.  The 
address  of  the  evening  was  made  by 
Mr.  Cornelius  Parker  of  Boston  on 
Housing  Laws.  Mr.  Parker  was  in- 
fluential in  framing  the  Tenement 
House  Act,  and  was  able  to  give  expert 
advice  regarding  its  scope  and  prac- 
ticability. He  explained  that  Chapter 
334!  as  amended  by  Section  1  of  ('hap- 
ter  104  of  the  acts  of  1912,  would,  if 
adopted  by  our  town,  enable  us  to 
frame  By-laws  covering  all  buildings. 
Chapter  635,  of  the  acts  of  1912, 
however,  provides  complete  By-laws 
controlling  Tenement  Houses. 

Copies  of  both  laws  were  later 
given  out  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
(and     may     be    had     by     addressing 


BiLLERICA,  Box ^187)  hence,   it  is  not 
necessary  to  give  details  here. 

These  laws  are  heartily  endorsed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  by  all 
citizens  who  are  vitally  interested  in 
Billerica,  and  will  be  voted  on  at  the 
next  Town  Meeting.  They  have  al- 
ready been  adopted  by  W^inthrop, 
Revere,  W^atertown,  Belmont,  Milton, 
Wareham,  Arlington,  Stoneham  and 
W^ej^mouth. 

Following  Mr.  Parker's  address 
general  topics  were  discussed. 

Two  subjects  presented  by  Repre- 
sentative W  illiams  in  this  issue  were 
discussed,  and  it  was  voted  to  have 
articles  covering  them  put  in  the  town 
warrant.  They  were,  appropriation  for 
clearing  Concord  River  bed,  and  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  form  a 
Stock  Company  for  erection  of  tene- 
ments. It  was  also  voted  to  co-operate 
with  Mr.  Dudley  L.  Pickman  in  caring 
for  the  Chestnut  trees  on  the  public 
highway  in  South  Billerica.  Mr. 
Pickman's  interest  in  this  matter  was 
much  appreciated.  Ten  dollars  were 
appropriated  for  the  distribution  of  the 
map  which  appears  on  page  16  of  this 
issue.  A  committee  consisting  of  B. 
F.  Harding,  Warren  H.  Manning  and 
Lyman  V.  Rutledge  was  appointed 
to  investigate  school  work  in  other 
towns  and  see  what  they  are  doing 
that  we  might  do  also. 

Petition  drawn  by  Rodger  Barring- 
ton  regarding  an  extension  of  the 
street  railway,  elsewhere  mentioned, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Service  Corporations. 

Improvement  Association 

Bulb  Contest 

The  annual  exhibition  of  flowering 
bulbs  conducted  by  the  Village  Im- 
provement Association  was  held 
February  21.  In  some  respects  the 
showing  was  better  than  usual.  Fine 
hyacinth,  narcissus,  and  tulip  specimens 
were  presented,  and  there  was  a  grati- 
fyingly     small     number     of     stunted 
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flowers.  It  was  evident,  however, 
in  some  instances,  that  the  children 
did  not  read  carefully  the  instructions 
given  by  the  Improvement  Associa- 
tion. The  children  ought  to  feel  the 
responsibility  of  helping  the  floAvers 
to  bloom,  a  responsibility  which  re- 
quires obedience  to  every  rule. 

The  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Ivory 
M.  Hanson  is  chairman,  is  planning 
for  a  larger  exhibit  next  year,  and  hopes 
to  interest  even  more  of  the  parents 
than  were  present  this  year. 

The  winners  were: 

TALBOT  SCHOOL 

Grade  I.  First,  Pvdilh  Rule;  second,  May 
Minihine. 

Grade  2.  First,  Bessie  Giinther;  second, 
Gwendolyn   Smith. 

Grade  3.  First,  Grace  Switzer;  second, 
Edward  Damon. 

Grade  4.  Second,  Ruby  Trefry;  second, 
Lillian  Higson. 

Grade  5.  Special,  Helen  Hutchins;  second, 
Marjorie  Perry. 

Grade  6.  First,  Charles  Buckley;  second, 
Evelyn  Jendricks. 

Grade  7.  First,  Elizabeth  Callahan;  sec- 
ond, Mabelle  A.  Higgins. 

Grades.  First,  BerthaD  ewhurst;  second, 
Lsa  belle    Healey. 

Grand  prize  of  .$L()()  to  Helen  Hutchins, 
fifth   grade. 

POLLARD  SCHOOL 

Grade  1.  Special,  Robert  Jacobs;  second, 
Edward  Percy  Dockhani. 

Grade  2.  First,  Percy  Livingston;  second, 
Mary  Lyons;  second,  Rhoda  .\ngell. 

(Jrade  3.  First,  Ituth  Fisk;  second. 
Phyllis  King. 

(irade  4.  First,  Beatrice  Dole;  second, 
Leroy  N'alyou. 

(Jrade  .5.  First,  Evelyn  Harper.  No 
second  prize  awarded. 

(irade  .3.  First,  .Mberta  Harper;  second, 
Doris  Hubbard. 

(Jrade  7.  First,  Gladys  Holden;  second, 
Carl  Bartlett. 

Grade  «.  First,  Pearl  Letney;  second, 
Mary     Farmer. 

Grade  9.  First,  .\llison  Dole;  .second, 
Dorothy    Hayes. 

(Jrand  prize  of  Jf'l.OO  to  l{(ibcrl  .Jiicol)s. 
first  grade. 

Board  of  judges  for  Talbot  school, 
Mr.  Harvey  (ireene,  chairman;  Mr. 
Lvman  V.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Thomas 
TalbolClark. 

Board  of  judges  for  l*ollard  school, 


Mr.  Oliver  Greenwood,  chairman;  Mrs. 
William  Sexton,  Mr.  Gustave  Thom- 
men. 

[ac3    QQ     OS  ^ 
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CORN  CONTEST 

Plans  for  the  Billerica  $1000  Corn 
Contest  have  been  modified  by  the 
sudden  announcement  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts Corn  Show,  Inc.,  intends  to 
hold  a  contest  this  year.  Hereto- 
fore it  has  been  understood  by  the 
promoters  of  our  contest  that  there 
was  to  be  no  other  in  New  England 
this  year.  It  is  strongly  urged  by 
those  most  deeply  interested  in  agri- 
culture that  the  corn  show  be  held 
in  the  country  rather  than  in  cities  as 
heretofore.  Billerica  is  putting  up  a 
strong  fight  to  have  the  Massachu- 
setts Corn  Show,  Inc.,  hold  its  ex- 
hibit here.  Our  location  is  ideal. 
We  have  all  the  facilities  needed,  and 
are  near  three  of  the  largest  markets 
in  the  state. 

H  a  a 

THE  MITCHELL  MILITARY 
BOYS'  SCHOOL 

Mr.  A.  H.  Mitchell  entertained  the 
faculty  and  members  of  The  Cam- 
bridge School  for  Girls,  January  thirty- 
first.  The  guests  arrived  at  four  and 
after  a  welcome  from  the  host  and  his 
teachers  listened  to  a  ^landolin  Club 
recital,  which  was  followed  by  the 
school  drill  in  full  uniform.  After  a 
merry  dinner  an  informal  dance  was 
arranged,  and  at  nine  o'clock  when 
the  young  ladies  left  for  Cambridge 
their  departure  was  a  gala  one,  amidst 
cheers  for  each  school. 

At  the  invitation  of  ]Mr.  and  Mrs. 
IVrry  J).  Thompson  of  Lowell,  jjalrons 
of  I  he  school,  the  Mitchell  Boys  enjoyed 
a  delightful  afternoon  and  evening  at 
the  Vesper  Country  Club,  February 
13.  A  s])ecial  car  conveyed  the 
teachers  and  boys  to  Tyng.sboro, 
where  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  en- 
thusiastic skating  and  tobogganing. 
At  five  o'clock  tiie  bugle  called  the 
members   of   the   school   to   the   Club 
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House  where  Llie  ^Maiuloliii  Club,  led 
by  Mr.  Hovey,  gave  a  couoert  iu 
honor  of  the  hostess.  The  dinner 
was  served  at  six  o'clock,  during 
which  toasts  were  given  for  Mrs. 
Thompson,  and  for  Mr.  Thompson, 
who  was  unfortunately  obliged  to 
leave  at  an  earlier  hour.  The  boys 
left  at  eight  for  Billerica,  after  one  of 
the  most  enjoyable  ouiings  of  the  year. 

On  the  evening  of  February  15, 
a  Valentine  Party  w^as  held  at  the 
school.  The  gymnasium  was  beauti- 
fully decorated  by  Mr.  Pitman  with 
red  hangings,  and  many  of  the  young 
ladies  wore  frocks  prettily  trimmed 
with  red  hearts.  Miss  Hays,  Miss 
Hentz  and  Miss  Rollins  were  the 
matrons  for  the  evening.  The  or- 
chestra played  unusually  well,  and 
boys  and  guests  were  happy  in  the 
exchange  of  favors  and  valentines. 

On  the  afternoon  previous  to  Wash- 
ington's Birthday,  the  elocution  de- 
partment of  the  school  gave  an  enter- 
tainment, the  ])rogram  consisting  of 
selections  commemorating  both  Wash- 
ington's and  Lincoln's  anniversaries. 
The  order  of  exercises  was  broken  at 
intervals  by  records  of  the  best  music 
on  the  victrola.  The  entertainment 
was  conducted  by  the  boys,  and  the 
work  of  those  who  gave  the  dramatic 
excerpts  was  acceptably  done,  re- 
flecting credit  upon  their  teacher  in 
dramatics,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Whitney. 

On  the  "Twenty -Second"  the  older 
boys  of  the  school  went  by  special  car 
to  Merrimack,  as  guests  of  the 
Whittier  School  for  Girls.  On  arriv- 
ing, a  reception  followed  in  the  gym- 
nasium, where  Mr.  and  ^Slrs.  Russell 
recei\ed  the  boys  and  faculty.  Each 
school  has  a  mandolin  club  and  both 
clubs  gave  pleasant  recitals.  There 
was  dancing  before  and  after  dinner. 

Among  the  hapj)iest  events  of  the 
social  life  of  the  School  was  the  trip 
to   Boston   on   the   27th   to   join  the 


Alumni  of  Mitchell  Boys'  School.  The 
banquet  was  held  at  tlie  Lenox  Hotel. 
The  members  of  the  INLindolin  Club 
gave  their  best  sefections  to  the  "  old 
boys,"  who  were  ready  to  congratu- 
late the  younger  members  upon  their 
good  fortune  in  being  able  to  celebrate 
their  alma  mater  with  them. 

Schedule  of  Games 

The  Basketball  season  of  the  Mitchell 
School  has  been  very  satisfactory 
during  the  year  thus  far. 

Dec.  13,  1912.  Field  and  Cowles 
Ins.  Co.  12  —  Mitchell  22. 

Jan.  11,  1913.  Old  Colonv  Trust 
Co.     28  —  Mitchell  15. 

Jan.   25,   1913.  Brighton     High 

School  19  —  Mitchell  22. 

Feb.  8,  1913.  Berkshires  of  Cam- 
bridge 4  —  Mitchell  73. 

Feb.  12,  1913.  Boston  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
19  —  Mitchell  18. 

Feb.  15,  1913.  Thayer  Academy  5 
—  Mitchell  38. 

Feb.  19,  1913.  Winchester  High 
School  21  —  Mitchell  14. 

Submitted  by 
Herman  W.  C.  Meyer, 
Samuel  Alger  Milliken. 
David  V.  Walker,  Jr. 
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THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF 
BILLERICA 

Charles  H.  Williams 

As  to  whether  Billerica  is  to  grow  or 
not,  is  not  an  open  (juestion.  That  is 
already  decided.  As  to  how  it  shall 
be  developed  is  a  matter  of  vital  in- 
terest now,  and  will  be  of  still  greater 
importance  as  time  proceeds. 

There  are  three  ways  in  which  the 
development  may  be  carried  on.  The 
first  is  to  allow  each  individual  to  h<^  a 
law  unto  himself  sei^king  only  to  get 
the  largest  amount  of  money  possible 
from  the  smallest  amount  of  property, 
cutting  up  lots,  making  roads  and 
laying  out  streets,  with  that  end  solely 
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ill  view  irrespective  of  the  welfare  of 
the  town  either  now  or  in  the  future. 
The  second  is  the  adoption  of  a  phm  for 
s^^stematic  development,  but  leaving 
the  matter  of  conformity  to  the  plan 
to  the  individual's  notion  or  caprice. 
The  third,  and  by  far  the  best,  is  the 
adoption  of  a  well-defined  plan  carried 
out  on  town  authority  and  backed  up 
by  a  vigorous  public  sentiment. 

The  present  arrangement  of  the 
town  is,  in  a  measure,  well  defined. 
At  the  north  are  located  the  manufac- 
turing industries.  Here  are  the  large, 
ably  officered,  well-managed,  up-to- 
date  woolen  mills,  the  Talbot  and  the 
Faulkner.  Here  is  also  rapidly  being 
pushed  to  completion  the  mammoth 
Boston  &  Maine  car  shops,  which  in 
the  near  future  will  be  employing 
from  two  thousand  to  three  thousand 
men.  For  these  men,  homes  and 
boarding  houses  must  be  provided. 

At  the  centre  we  have  what  may  be 
termed  the  residential  section,  with 
Bennett  Hall  between  the  north  and 
the  centre,  in  which  provision  is  made 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  town's 
guests. 

At  the  south,  east  and  west  are 
many  farms  and  residences.  On  and 
near  the  banks  of  the  Shawsheen  and 
along  the  sides  of  the  Concord  River  are 
a  large  and  increasing  number  of 
summer  homes. 

These  lines  of  growth  as  indicated, 
are  well  defined,  and  should,  I  think, 
be    maintained. 

Now  the  question  arises  as  to  how 
a  town  plan  can  be  carried  out.  The 
town  has  all  the  authority  that  is 
necessary  to  i)ut  into  operation  such 
a  plan  as  recounted  in  the  August 
number  of  Billerka.  There  is  co- 
operation between  the  Board  of  Survey, 
the  Park  Commission  and  committees 
of  several  town  societies  and  this  co- 
operation can  be  further  secured  with 
all  societies  through  the  local  Com- 
nnniity  Council  that  is  in  process  of 
formation.  In  this  maniier,  through 
this  and  olher  magazines  and  the  news- 
papers that  i)ublish    Billerica  news    a 


})ublic  understanding  and  sentiment 
will  be  created  that  will  lead  to  the 
adoption  and  execution  of  a  suitable 
town  plan.  Such  a  plan  will  include 
streets  immediately  required,  future 
streets,  riverside  roads  and  public 
pleasure  roads. 

The  Concord  and  the  Shawsheen 
rivers  should  also  be  considered.  By 
the  expenditure  of  a  small  sum  of 
money  a  long  stretch  of  the  Concord 
River  above  Fordway  Bridge  might 
be  opened  to  safe  navigation  for 
motor  boats  by  marking  the  channel 
and  by  the  removal  of  rocks  and  weeds 
from  the  river  bed.  This  would 
assist  materially  in  developing  pro- 
perty along  the  river  front.  The 
waiter  found  in  appearing  before  "The 
Board  of  Land  and  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners," at  the  State  House  on  Febru- 
ary 19,  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Commission  to  assist  the  town  in  this 
worthy  enterprise,  provided  the  town 
was  willing  to  help  itself.  This  the 
town  ought  to  do  by  making  an  appro- 
priation to  improve  river  navigation, 
on  condition  that  the  Commission  will 
aid  with  a  like  amount. 

It  is  very  important  at  this  time 
that  the  town  appoint  a  special  hous- 
ing committee  to  consider  the  question 
of  workingmen's  homes. 

This  committee  might  well  give  its 
attention  among  other  matters  to  tiie 
organization  of  a  stock  company  for 
the  purpose  of  building  workingmen's 
homes,  or  for  the  creation  of  what 
might  be  termed  a  model  workingman's 
\'illage.  The  workingmen  should  be 
stockholders  and  be  in  a  position  where 
the\'  may  in  ten  or  fifteen  years  own 
their  homes  through  monthly  pay- 
ments, as  they  are  able  to  do  in  so 
many  cities  through  co-operative 
building  societies  and  banks. 

Attention  should  also  be  given  to 
the  location  of  new  manufacturing  en- 
terprises. Some  excellent  sites  along 
the  ri\'er  and  railroad  are  available 
for  this  i)urpose  and  at  a  reasonable 
price. 

I  believe  one  of  the  most  important 
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contributions  I  can  make  to  the  town 
plan  is  to  point  out  the  unusually 
favorable  conditions  that  are  to  be 
found  at  the  north  for  manufacturing" 
establishments  and  not  to  be  found 
elsewhere  in  the  town.  These  con- 
ditions are  so  favorable  that  such 
establisiiinents  are  likely  to  be  con- 
fined to  this  section  and  not  be 
crowded  into  the  other  sections  that 
ought  to  be  used  exclusively  for  farms, 
and  for  private  residential  estates. 

The  North  Billerica  station  and  the 
Talbot  and  Faulkner  Mills  are  at  the 
river's  water-i)()wer  falls  and  near  the 
ceater  of  a  triangle  bounded  on  the 
west  by  the  Concord  River,  on  the 
south  by  the  Salem  and  Andover 
roads;  each  of  these  lines  being  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  long,  and  on  the 
northeast  by  the  Tewksbury  line  for 
two    miles. 

With  the  exception  of  a  less  access- 
able  area  of  good  farm  land  southeast 
of  Fox  Hill,  this  is  the  only  large  tract 
of  nearly  level  land  in  town.  Its 
generally  poor  soil  makes  it  less 
suitable  for  farming  than  for  manu- 
facturies. 

This  section  of  twenty-five  hundred 
acres  is  divided  into  three  nearly  equal 
parts  by  steam  roads,  with  three 
stations.  East  Billerica,  North  Billerica 
and  Bennett  Hall  within  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  of  every  part  of  it  and  with  elec- 
trics within  a  mile  andahalf  of  any  given 
point  within  the  triangle. 

It  is  in  the  southeastern  part  of  this 
triangle  that  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  selected  its  six  hundred  acre 
car  shop  site  after  examining  many 
other  available  sites.  The  remaining 
acres  of  the  triangle  are  within  half  a 
mile  of  either  the  main  line  of  the 
Boston  &  Maine  or  its  Lexington 
branch  which  joins  the  main  line  at 
North  Billerica  station. 

The  electric  lines  are  also  so  situated 
as  to  permit  spur  tracks  therefrom  to 
nearly  all  factory  sites  without  cross- 
ing the  steam  roads.  The  continua- 
tion of  the  electric  line  from  South 
Lowell     down     Billerica    Avenue     to 


Mt.  Pleasant  Street,  thence  along  by 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Road  io  High 
Street,  continuing  along  the  same  line 
to  Pond  Street,  across  the  Pond  Street 
Bridge,  thence  to  Billerica  Centre 
would  open  up  a  large  territory  which 
is  at  present  j)ractically  undeveloped. 
The  possibilities  along  this  route  are 
certainly  most  promising. 

It  is  important  in  this  connection 
that  land  be  accjuired  for  a  road  on 
one  or  both  sides  of  the  steam  tracks, 
because  they  are  the  most  direct  lines 
on  easiest  grades  toward  ])oth  Lowell 
and  Boston  and  because  with  the  added 
open  space  of  the  steam  right  of  way 
an  unusually  wide  passage  through 
the  town  will  be  established,  on  which 
there  will  be  the  fronts  of  houses  and 
factories  instead  of  the  back  yards. 
This  will  give  the  town  a  noticeable 
distinction  that  will  be  a  fine  adver- 
tisement as  seen  by  the  many  persons 
who  pass  daily  on  the  trains. 

The  greater  part  of  this  land  is  held 
by  a  few  owners  in  good  sized  areas, 
who  will  sell  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  writer's  opinion  the  ideal 
town  has  a  well  balanced  population 
of  high-class  industrial  operators, 
resident  farmers  and  summer  or  subur- 
ban residents,  whose  business  is  in  the 
large  centers  or  in  other  sections  of  the 
country,  who  are  drawn  to  the  town 
by  reason  of  its  beauty  and  its  agree- 
able living  conditions. 

Billerica  has  natural  and  other  ad- 
vantages that  few  towns  have.  It  is 
in  many  respects  now  an  ideal  town, 
and  I  ])elieve  that  its  citizens  w^ill  so 
unite  in  pushing  the  "Billerica  Idea," 
that  the  "  united  good-will  of  the  com- 
munity will  make  our  town  an  ideal 
place  in  which  to  live." 

Billerica's  opportunity  is  here,  the 
hour  for  action  has  struck,  and  it  is 
for  us  to  make  the  most  of  this  golden 
opportunity  to  develop  the  town  along 
well-defined  lines  and  to  plan  for  the 
beautifying  and  enriching  of  our 
present  town  and  future  city. 
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"There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men. 
Which,    taken    at    the    flood,    leads    on    to 

fortune; 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  bound  in  shallows  and  in  miseries. 
On  sueh  a  full  sea  are  we  now  afloat; 
And    we    must    take    the    current    when    it 

serves 
Or  lose  our  ventures." 

ffl  IS  ffl 

BILLERICA  INDUSTRIES 

The  Billerica  Custom  Laundry 

In  Billerica  for  November  is  a 
flescription  of  our  new  laundry.  It 
began  operations  December  23,  1912. 
At  the  present  time  it  is  doing  work 
for  one  hundred  and  sixty  famihes 
and  washes  approximately  eight  thou- 
sand pieces  weekly.  Citizens  of  Bil- 
lerica are  interested  in  the  success  of 
this  enterprise. 

FAULKNER  MILLS 

The  manufacture  of  woolen  goods 
was  introduced  in  North  Billerica  by 
Francis  Faulkner  in  the  year  1811. 
It  was  the  second  enterprise  of  this 
character  brought  into  the  New  Eng- 
land states;  Abraham  Marland  being 
the  pioneer  who  began  at  Andover 
the  previous  year. 

Francis  Faulkner  was  the  son  of 
Colonel  Francis  Faulkner  of  Acton, 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that 
town,  who  particijiated  in  the  battles 
of  Lexington  and  Concord  and  served 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  genealogical  records  of  this  family, 
which  is  closely  allied  by  marriage 
with  prominent  families  of  Billerica 
and  adjacent  towns,  is  set  forth  in 
Ha/en's  History  of  Billerica. 

Immediately  uj)()n  Mr.  Francis 
Faulkner's  arrivid  in  Norlh  Billerica, 
April  10,  1811,  he  began  the  manu- 
facture of  woolen  goods  and  carding, 
coloring  and  dressing  cloths.  The 
business  was  started  with  only  one  set 
of  cards,  but  soon  increased  until 
eight  sets  were  in  use. 


Mr.  Faulkner  was  very  thrifty  and 
skilful,  and  under  his  able  management 
the  enterprise  which  had  such  a 
humble  beginning  grew  and  prospered 
and  in  due  time  the  business  was 
transmitted  to  his  sons,  James  and 
Luther,  and  was  known  by  the  firm 
name  of  "James  R.  Faulkner  &  Com- 
pany." His  useful  career  came  to  an 
end  F"ebruary  12,  1843,  he  having  at- 
tained the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

James  Robbins  Faulkner,  born 
April  14,  1801,  who  carried  on  his 
father's  business,  was  an  active  and 
esteemed  citizen  of  Billerica,  and  aside 
from  his  numerous  manufacturing 
interests,  found  time  to  give  attention 
to  town  and  church  affairs.  He  was 
for  many  years  Trustee  and  Treasurer 
of  the  Howe  School.  He  died  January 
7,  1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

After  some  years  Mr.  Luther  Win- 
throp  Faidkner  withdrew  from  his 
father's  firm  and  began  manufactur- 
ing woolen  goods  in  Fisherville,  N.  H., 
leaving  there  he  started  a  woolen  mill 
in  Lowell,  Mass. 

In  1880  the  firm  of  James  R.  Faulk- 
ner &  Company  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  as 
""Faulkner  Manufacturing  Company," 
which  corporation  carries  on  the  busi- 
ness at  the  present  time.  About  one 
hundred  and  sixty  operatives  are 
employed  in  manufacturing  woolen 
goods  for  men's  wear  and  woolen  dress 
goods  for  women's  wear. 

H  a  s 
TALBOT  MILLS 

The  Talbot  Mills  at  North  Billerica, 
]\Iass.,  located  on  the  Concord  River, 
foiH-  miles  from  its  junction  with  the 
Merrimac  at  Lowell,  are  widely  known 
for  efficient  management  and  general 
welfare  work  conducted  by  them.  The 
mills  were  established  by  two  brothers, 
Charles  P.  and  Thomas  Talbot,  who 
came  to  Billeric-a  seventy-four  years 
ago. 

The  Talbot  family  are  of  English 
descent,  coming  in  a  direct  line  from 
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John  Tall)()L,  ilio  first  Earl  t)l'  Shrews- 
bury, who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
('hatillon  in  1458.  Charles  TaU)()l., 
the  father  of  Charles  P.  and  Thomas, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Phebe 
White  in  Ireland  and  came  to  America 
in  1807.  He  first  engaged  in  woolen 
manufacturing  in  Cambridge.  N.  Y., 
and  in  1819  removed  to  Danby,  Vt., 
where  he  died  four  years  later.  He 
was  survived  by  his  widow  and  eight 
children,  including  Charles  Potts, 
born  May  19,  1807  and  Thomas,  born 
Septeml)er  7,  1818.  Two  years  after 
his  death  Mrs.  Talbot  removed  to 
Northampton,  Mass.,  to  find  employ- 
ment in  the  woolen  mills  there  for  her 
children.  She  was  careful  also  to 
secure  educational  advantages  for 
them. 

Charles  became  a  manufacturer  of 
broadcloths  in  Williamsburg  in  18.35, 
where  he  employed  Thomas  as  a 
finisher  and  in  other  capacities.  He 
gave  up  the  business  in  1837,  moved  to 
Lowell  and  two  years  later  to  North 
Billerica,  where  he  w^as  again  joined  by 
Thomas  in  1839,  who  in  the  meantime 
had  spent  two  years  in  Cummington 
Academy.  The  two  brothers  formed 
a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of 
C.  P.  Talbot  &  Company,  for  the 
grinding  of  dyewoods.  They  first 
hired  a  building  of  the  Canal  Company, 
but  in  18-H'  bought  the  sawmill  of 
Nathaniel  Stearns,  which  they  used 
until  it  was  burned  in  1853.  This 
site  was  sold  to  Mr.  Faulkner,  they 
having  purchased  in  1851  the  prior  and 
larger  rights  of  the  Middlesex  Canal 
Company  on  the  other  side  of  the 
stream.  Here  the  dyewood  mill  was 
rebuilt,  and  in  1849  the  manufacture 
of  chemicals  was  added.  The  enter- 
prise was  operated  successfully  for 
many  years,  but  the  Talbot  interests  in 
the  concern  were  disposed  of  in  1884 
to  the  Talbot  Dyewood  &  Chemical 
Company. 

The  woolen  l)usiness  was  established 
in  1857  and  operated  under  the  name 
of  C.  P.  Talbot  &  Co.,  as  a  partner- 


ship agreement  between  C.  P.  Talbot 
&  Co.,  and  the  Belvidere  Woolen  Com- 
pany. It  was  understood  that  this 
agreement  should  continue  for  five 
years  from  October  1857  to  1862  the 
product  to  l)e  known  as  the  Talbot 
^lills  goods.  The  machinery  was  pro- 
vided by  the  Belvidere  Woolen  Com- 
pany, while  the  real  estate  and  water 
power  remained  in  the  ownership  of 
C.  P.  Talbot  &  Co.  iVt  the  ex])iration 
of  the  five  years,  C.  P.  Talbot  &  Co. 
came  into  full  j)ossession  of  all  property 
according  to  the  agreement,  and 
operated  independently  from  that  time 
on.  The  management  of  the  woolen 
business  was  then  assumed  by  Thomas, 
and  Charles  looked  after  the  dyewood 
and  chemical  branch. 

The  woolen  mills  are  now  known  as 
The  Talbot  Mills.  The  payroll 
averages  over  $4,500  a  week,  twenty- 
four  cards  are  used,  and  there  are 
four  hundred  and  fifty  employees. 
The  assessed  valuation  of  the  plant 
has  increased  to  $424,492.00 

This  brief  sketch  of  the  Talbot  Mills  and 
tlieir  founders  can  serve  as  only  an  intro- 
duction to  articles  that  will  follow,  in  which 
the  story  of  an  enterprise,  managed  with 
unusual  energy  and  foresight,  will  be  told 
chapter  by  chapter. 


TALBOT   DYEWOOD  AND 
CHEMICAL  WORKS 

The  C.  P.  Talbot  "Chemicals  & 
Dyewoods"  established  their  first  fac- 
tory, where  the  North  Billerica  freight 
station  now  is  in  1849.  It  was  later 
moved  to  its  present  location.  The 
father  of  the  Kolrausch  br,)thers  was 
the  dyer. 

At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of 
the  Talbot  Mills,  coal  tar  colors  were 
taking  the  place  of  the  dyewoods,  and 
the  new  company  gave  u})  the  manu- 
facivu'e  of  colors  from  dyewoods. 

The  chemical  end  of  the  tlyewood's 
business  and  the  store  in  Lowell,  the 
latter  being  .still  maintained,  were 
taken  over  by  the  Talbot   Dyewood 
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and  C'heniical  Coinpuiiy.  This  com- 
pany was  made  up  of  Joseph  D.  Gould, 
president;  Charles  H.  Kolrausch, 
James  Preston  and  Gov.  Thomas 
Talbot.  Later  ^Nlr.  Harry  Knapp  and 
Mr.  Mathew  Kolrausch  became  share- 
holders after  Mr.  Gould's  death. 

The  principal  j)roducts  were  sul- 
phuric and  muriatic  acids,  muriate  of 
tin,  sal  soda,  extract  of  indigo,  nitric  acid, 
in  varying  strength,  nitrate  of  iron, 
blue  vitriol.  The  processes  were  com- 
plicated and  interesting.  Blue  vitriol, 
for  example,  was  made  from  scrap 
copper  oxidized  in  a  turnace.  When 
the  oxide  was  beaten  off  the  unoxidized 
pieces  were  returned  for  another  heat- 
ing. The  oxide  was  digested  •  with 
sulphuric  acid,  the  resulting  liquor 
drawn  off  into  coolers  where  the 
vitriol  was  crystalized  out  on  strips  of 
lead,  the  beautiful  blue  crystals  as- 
suming very  attractive  shapes. 

There  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
men  employed  constantly  up  to  1909, 
when  the  business  was  discontinued. 

The  establishment  is  equipped  with 
a  fine  power  plant,  a  new  chimney, 
furnaces  for  the  manufacture  of  muri- 
atic acid  and  other  equipment.  The 
buildings  were  nearly  all  burned  some 
years  ago  and  were  replaced  by  new 
ones  that  are  in  excellent  condition. 

ffl  11  a 
Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

{Continued  from  Febriiaiy  Issue) 

The  three  women,  Misses  Eliza  A.  Rogers, 
Anne  R.  Faulkner,  and  Elizabeth  Rogers, 
responded  to  the  call  of  the  Freedmen's 
Bureau,  and  went  South,  January  13,  1864, 
to  teach  colored  men.  E.  R.  is  now  telling 
of  their  life  at  Benedict,  Md. 

"Monday,  Feb.  22d.  We  resolved 
to  have  school  if  possible,  to-daj^ 
but  found  there  was  no  hope  of 
that.  I  spent  two  hours  at  the 
hos])ital,  as  it  is  now  confidently  as- 
serted that  we  shall  (le])art  on  Wednes- 
day. We  shall  try  once  more  having 
a  reception  for  our  kind  friends.     They 


say  we  know  very  little  of  the  pleasure 
it  gives  them  to  have  a  taste  of  civilized 
life  once  in  awhile." 

(A.  R.  F.)  '"Feb.  25th.  This  a.m. 
we  received  a  most  complimentary 
present  from  a  man  at  the  hospital. 
A  rap  at  the  door,  which  Cousin  Eliza 
answered,  and  there  stood  a  colored 
man  with  a  waiter  in  his  hand,  on 
which  was  a  plate  of  cake  and  a  knife 
beside  it,  all  neatly  covered  over  with 
a  new  huck-a-buck  towel.  He  said 
he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  bring  the 
ladies  a  present  all  on  his  responsibility ; 
they  had  been  so  kind  in  visiting  the 
hospital  so  much  he  wished  to  show 
his  regard  for  them.  It  was  one  of 
many  touching  appreciations  of  our 
slight  efforts  for  a  truly  grateful 
people.  .  .  . 

"The  boat  that  took  off  Misses  Ball 
and  Brigham  took  away  quite  a  lot 
of  the  contrabands,  Stanton  Freeman 
among  the  number." 

(E.  R.)  "Friday,  Feb.  26th.  I 
am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  resume  my 
pen  again,  for  since  I  last  wrote  my 
experience  has  not  been  very  pleasant. 
[This  ladj^  had  mumps,  which  had  been 
very  prevalent  among  the  soldiers.] 
I  have  had  rather  a  serious  time,  but 
am  delighted  to  feel  so  much  better 
to-day. 

"Miss  Ball  and  Miss  Brigham  left 
yesterday.  .  .  .  One  of  Mrs.  Birney's 
children  is  taken  with  measles  to-day. 
The  General  thinks  to-night  that  we 
shall  get  away  on  Monday,  but  we 
must  wait  for  events." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Feb.  27th  and  28th. 
I  don't  see  any  end  to  the  labor  that 
is  to  be  done  for  these  'Freedmen,' 
whether  in  '  Orphan  Homes '  or  organi- 
zations for  labor  or  what  not.  I  don't 
believe  a  word  in  'equality'  of  race 
with  our  own.  I  hope  something  may 
be  done  for  their  future.  It  is  our 
duty  to  do  all  we  can  and  give  them 
every  possible  o])])ortimity  for  doing 
for  themselves.  That  they  can  sup- 
port themselves  I  have  no  question. 
I  have  not  seen  an  officer  here  who 
was   willing   to   have   colored   officers 
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serve  with  him.  No  doubt  an  able, 
efficient  officer  proving  himself  eqnal 
to  his  position  would  do  away  in  a 
great  measure  with  this  prejudice. 
[In  later  years,  Miss  Faulkner  saw 
and  rejoiced  in  the  great  work  of 
General  Armstrong  at  Hampton,  Va., 
Colonel  Armstrong  as  she  knew  him. 
in  this  camp,  and  gave  helj)  financially.] 

"On  ni3'  way  to  the  10th  passe(l 
through  the  camp  of  the  9th,  where  I 
found  Lieutenant  Goodyear,  who  is 
still  on  the  sick  list.  .  .  .  The  doctor 
forbids  him  to  go  on  duty  at  present. 
These  young  men  away  from  home 
and  half  sick  have  a  hard  time  of  it 
indeed. 

"Feb.  28th,  Sunday.  I  felt  happ3' 
in  being  able  to  go  to  the  hospitals 
this  morning.  .  .  .  The  colored  men's 
idea  of  a  'story'  is  a  'lie.'  I  have  in 
two  instances  asked  men  sitting  about 
the  fire  doing  nothing  if  they  could  not 
entertain  each  other  with  stories. 
'I  don't  do  such  things.'  'I  gave  up 
that  long  ago.'  Sitting  on  the  piazza 
of  the  19th  hos])ital  I  wrote  a  letter 
and  gave  a  lesson.  At  the  large  9tli 
hospital  in  one  quiet  room  I  read  from 
the  New  Testament.  One  of  the  men 
said  it  was  a  great  privilege  to  hear 
it;  he  had  all  his  life  been  accustomed 
to  preaching  once  in  two  weeks,  but 
since  he  came  to  camp  he  had  not 
listened  to  anv." 

(E.  R.)  " Sunday,  Feb.  28th.  Yes- 
terday was  very  cold,  but  to-day  is 
milder.  Anne  has  gone  to  Benedict 
this  morning.  .  .  .  The  long-expected 
transports  have  not  yet  come  in  sight, 
so  that  the  9th  has  not  yet  started. 
The  19th  and  30th  are  being  sent  by 
detachments  to  Baltimore.  The  doc- 
tor says  Kitty  Birney  must  not  be 
moved  before  Friday.   .  .   . 

"I  have  no  cause  to  complain  of 
delay,  for  the  longer  time  renders  me 
better  a])le  to  start.  .  .  .  Last  week 
one  of  the  men  from  the  lios])ital  came 
to  our  room  bringing  half  of  a  large 
loaf  of  cake  on  a  waiter  covered  with 
a  nice  clean  towel  and  looking  quite 
attractive.     He    said    he    took    'the 


liberty  to  bring  it  on  liis  own  re- 
sponsibility' for  the  ladies  because 
they  had  been  so  good  to  the  sick. 

"This  has  been  our  sixth  Sunday 
from  home.  It  has  been  quite  warm. 
We  have  had  no  fire  since  noon.  If 
nothing  new  occurs  we  shall  probably 
get  started  by  next  Sunday." 

(E.  A.  R.)  "  Sunday  evening,  Feb. 
28th.  1  have  been  down  to  the 
hospital  this  afternoon.  One  of  the 
nurses,  Stephen  Bailey,  whom  I  am 
teaching  to  write,  gave  me  something 
of  his  history.  He  is  forty-six  years 
old,  has  left  a  wife  and  many  children. 
He  says  he  has  had  eleven  'head'  of 
children,  two  are  dead,  nine  are  still 
living.  [In  a  state  of  freedom  who 
woidd  reckon  children  as  cattle  are 
reckoned  —  by  the  head.^]  He  al- 
ways fared  well  in  his  master's  house, 
lived  in  the  kitchen  and  had  a  plenty 
of  food  from  his  master's  tables.  His 
wife  was  hired  out  as  cook  on  a  neigh- 
boring plantation  and  used  to  keep 
two  of  the  youngest  children  with  her. 
The  others  as  soon  as  they  were  old 
enough  were  hired  out.  His  wife  was 
clothed,  also  the  two  children,  and 
about  ten  or  twelve  dollars  per  year 
were  paid  for  her  services.  The  last 
year  she  had  three  children  with  her, 
so  no  money  was  given  her.  He  said, 
though  she  was  the  mother  of  eleven 
'head'  of  living  children,  her  master 
never  so  much  as  gave  a  blanket  or  a 
Sunday  dress,  or  e\en  her  head  hand- 
kerchief to  her.  But  he  had  always  been 
able  by  working  nights  and  holidays 
to  keep  them  in  Sunday  clothes  and 
have  a  little  monev  in  his  pocket. 

"Monday,  Feb.  29th,  1864.  Yes- 
terday I  spent  the  morning  walking 
with  Mr.  Dexter  over  the  hills  and 
down  in  the  little  wooded  ravines. 
It  was  a  jjleasant  Avalk  and  we  had  a 
very  good  talk.  In  the  afternoon  I 
was  tired  and  took  a  nap  and  by  so 
doing  missed  the  one  thing  I  so  wished 
to  hear,  the  chaplain  of  the  7th,  who 
arrived  during  the  Aveek,  ])reach  to 
his  men. 

"To-day  has  been  damp  and  misty, 
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but  we  have  had  no  rain.  ]\Ir.  Dexter 
came  in  and  sat  an  hour  with  us  in  the 
morning,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  after 
he  left  he  came  back  to  say  he  was 
going  immediately  to  Baltimore  to 
join  the  30th  Regiment.  I  am  glad  he 
has  a  chance  to  go,  for  it  was  dull  for 
him  to  be  here  with  nothing  to  do." 
[Mr.  Dexter  died  early  in  the  service. 
He  was  the  Harvard  Divinity  student 
mentioned  in  these  early  pages.] 

( E.  R.)  "  Camp  Stanton,  Feb.  29th, 
1864.  I  have  been  out  of  the  house 
to-day  for  the  first  time  for  a  week. 
Kitty  Birney  is  im])ro^•ing,  so  that  we 
shall  be  in  a  condition  to  move  by 
the  last  of  the  week  if  we  have  the 
steamer.  Nothing  can  be  depended 
upon  here.   .   .   . 

"Mr.  Dexter  made  us  a  call  this 
morning  and  said  he  should  join  the . 
3()th  at  Baltimore  in  the  first  boat  that 
went,  but  the  Cecil  would  not  leave 
until  after  the  transports  arrived, 
and  there  was  no  other  chance.  In 
fifteen  minutes  after  he  had  gone,  he 
came  rushing  back  to  say  that  the 
Cecil  would  go  in  half  an  hour.  I 
expect  that  we  shall  start  in  the  same 
way.  Mrs.  Birney  has  been  in  our 
room  this  evening.  Few  persons  are 
as  entertaining  as  she.  She  has  a 
wonderful  power  of  ada])ting  herself 
to  circumstances.  She  is  highly  culti- 
vated. 

"We  have  also  had  a  call  from  Mrs. 
Colonel  Shaw,  of  the  Ttli,  who  is 
going  home  to  Providence  when  we  go. 

"Tuesday,  ^Nlarch  1st.  This  has 
been  a  rainy  day.  Ca])tain  Post  sent 
up  dinner  to  the  ladies.  There  is  no 
sign  of  the  trans})ort  yet. 

"March  2d.  This  evening  Mrs. 
Birney  came  in  to  say  tliat  the  long- 
lookcd-fortrans])()rt  had  really  arrived. 
A  little  later  Mr.  Higginson  came 
in  hastily  to  return  a  book.  He  was 
soon  followed  by  Ca])tain  Post  in 
haste.  He  says  their  orders  are  to 
start  at  six  o'clock." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "March  1st  and  2d. 
This  is  the  first  continuous  stormy 
day  since  we  have  been  here.  ...  At 


dinner  time  we  decided  that  it  was  too 
rainy  to  go  out,  so  we  had  some  eggs 
boiled  to  eat  with  crackers.  We  had 
finished  them  when  the  boy  came 
bringing  us  meat  and  potatoes,  apple 
sauce  and  hot  cakes  —  for  a  rarity  I 
have  been  hungry  in  Benedict.  .  .  . 
After  all  came  a  piece  of  pudding  from 
Mrs.  Birney.  .  .  .  Since  I  first  came 
I  have  had  notliing  like  an  appetite  for 
food.  I  have  only  eaten  to  live  —  per- 
fectly indifferent  as  to  what  if  I  could 
eat  it. 

"March  2d.  After  dinner  I  went 
to  Benedict  —  found  such  a  welcome 
there  that  I  came  home  happy.   .   .   . 

"As  I  reached  the  hospital,  I  saw  for 
the  first  time  a  burial  procession. 
Four  soldiers  walked  with  guns  re- 
versed preceding  the  coffin  borne  on 
the  shoulders  of  four  men.   .   .   . 

"I  turned  to  enter  the  19th  hospital. 
On  the  front  piazza  were  four  dead 
men  wrapped  in  their  })lankets.   .   .   . 

"I  found  only  one  room  of  sick  men 
and  some  of  these  so  sick  that  I  would 
not  stop  in  the  room.  ...  I  went  into 
the  9th.  In  the  first  room  I  taught  a 
group  of  men  to  jjlay  a  game  of  ])ic-ture 
cards.  It  was  Eliza's  suggestion  that 
I  take  them,  and  a  happy  hit  it 
proved.   .   .   . 

"In  another  room  I  found  a  man 
desirous  of  owning  the  Testament 
designed  for  Nichols  [who  could  not  be 
found],  so  I  gave  it  to  him.  .   .   . 

(To  be  conthiued) 


Bennett  Hall 

Permanent  and  Transient  Guests 
Entertained 
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BILLERICA  CUSTOM  LAUNDRY 

High-Grade  Work 

60  pieces  Family  Laundry,  75  cents 

Snow-white  Wet  Wash,  50  cents  the  basket 

3  dc7,.  lots,  30  cents 

THOMAS  F.  SHERIDAN,  Proprietor 

Rear  Wilson  Street  -         -  North  Billerica 
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JOHN  A.  RICHARDSON 

Lumber  Yard,  Bennett  Hall  Station.     Telephone  69-5 

Spruce,  Hemlock,  Red  and  White  Cedar  Shingles  and  Clapboards, 
Laths  and  Cedar  Posts,  Doors,  Windows  and  Frames 


"CAR  JUST  IN  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA" 

filled  with  finest  quality  sheathing,  rift  and  slashed  floors,  casings  and  mouldings 

CALL     IN     AND     LOOK     IT    OVER 


Fine  Stationery,   School 
Supplies,  Souvenir 
Post    Cards 

Pure   Candies,  Daily  Papers 
and  Magazines 

Magazines   At   Club    Rates 

T.  F.  LYONS 


ROLAND   G.   WRIGHT 

Registered   Pharmacist 


Corner  Main  and  River  Streets 
Billerica  Centre 


F.  G.  MOREY  &  CO. 

Hay,  Grain,  Coal, 

Lime,  Cement,  Fertilizer 

and  Roofing  Papers 


H.  G.  WATTS  CO. 

Groceries,  Provisions  and 
Hardware 


Billerica  Centre 


Telephone  19-3 


Builders'  Hardware,  Roofing  Materials 
Wire  Fencing,  etc..  Mixed  Paints  and  Oils 

E.  A.  KING 

Contractor  and  Builder 

Billerica  Centre  Telephone  26-3 


All   Leading  Sorts  of 


CARNATIONS 


Telephone  36-2 


Billerica  Centre 


Take  a  look  at  them  at  the 
greenhouse  of 


BACKER   &  CO. 

BOSTON  ROAD 

visitors  always  welcome 
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The  serial  articles  by  Miss  Harriet  B.  Rogers  and  Mr.  Warren 
H.  Manning  are  omitted  this  issue,  but  will  be  resumed  in  May 
issue. 
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HIGH-GRADE  WORK  AT  REASONABLE  PRICES 


Make  Your  Orchards  Pay! 

Proper  care  for  your  orchards  will  bring  you  in 
excellent  returns.  Right  spraying,  pruning,  cultivation 
and  handling  will  place  your  trees  among  the  best 
propositions  on  your  farm. 

Tree  work  is  my  business.  In  preparation  I  have 
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College,  The  Biltmore  Forest  School,  and  traveled 
through  the  Washington  and  Oregon  fruit  districts. 
Actual  experience  as  well.  This,  together  with  the 
most  modern  equipment,  enables  me  to  handle  your 
work  successfully. 

A  line  or  a  'phone  call  will  enable  you  to  talk  matters  over.  Will 
it  not  pay  you? 

W.  H.  TAPLIN,  "  The  Tree  Man  " 
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The  coniineut  in  a  Lowell  pa  uer  ou 
the  ab.sence  of  our  highway  surveyor 
from  an  imi)oriant  meeting,  at  whieh 
an  e.\})erL  from  Washington,  I).  ('., 
.spoke  on  good  roads,  might  seem  to 
imply  that  he  was  among  Lho.se  who 
make  no  effort  to  keep  informed. 
The  inii)licaiion  was  unwarranted, 
however,  since  our  surveyor  l)elongs  to 
the  State  Highway  Association,  and 
is  anxious  to  learn  his  business  thor- 
oughly. His  absence  on  this  occasion 
may  be  accounted  for  by  his  recent 
visit  to  the  hospital  where  he  under- 
went an  operation,  from  which  he  will 
not  recover  fully  for  some  time  to  come. 
Billerica  has  l)ui  one  plea  to  make, 
and  that  is  for  general  enlightenment. 
It  is  an  unalienable  duty  on  the  part  of 
every  citizen  to  keep  informed.  For- 
tunately, this  duty,  once  performed, 
becomes  a  pleasure  and  brings  its  own 
reward. 


EDITORIAL 

The  election  results  and  ■  eneral 
conduct  of  town  affairs  reveal  some 
highly  satisfactory  features.  What- 
ever action  was  taken  seemed  to  be  the 
result  of  honest  intention  and  thought- 
ful deliberation.  The  hopefulness  of 
this  coiulition  far  outweighs  any  ad- 
verse criticism  that  may  be  made. 
It  is  obvious,  however,  that  voters 
should  inform  themselves  of  imi)ortant 
measures  before  town  meeting. 

Those  interested  in  the  tenement 
house  law  began  public  discussion  of  it 
three  months  ago,  invited  an  expert 
from  Boston  to  explain  it  to  citizens 
at  a  Board  of  Trade  meeting,  offered 
copies  to  all  who  would  ask  for  them  and 
advertised  to  Ihat  effect,  yet  the 
measure  was  defeated  on  the  gronnds 
that  voters  needed  more  time  to  study 
the  law.  This  is  only  one  of  not  in- 
frequent instances  in  which  the  i)eoi)le 
at  large  suddenly  realize  that  a  little 
interest  in  public  affairs  at  the  right 
time  would  save  much  effort  and  ex- 
pense to  themselves  and  their  neigh- 
bors. 


BILLERICA  DAY-BOOK 
March 

1.    Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
No.  04.  in  I.  O.  ().  F.  Hall,  8  p.m. 

3.  Annual   meeting  of  North   Billerica  Bap- 

tist Society. 

Meeting  of  A.  St.  John  Chambre  Club. 

Regular  meeting  of  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Postponed  February  meeting  of  Board  of 
Trade  in  Father' Mathew  Hall,  North 
Billerica.  Cornelius  Parker  of  Boston, 
speaker.  Subject,  "The  Tenement 
House  Law." 

4.  Meeting    of    Father    Mathew    Total   Ab- 

stinence   Society    in     Father    Mathew 
Hall,  8  P.M. 
The  Evening  \\'liist   Club  met   with  Mrs. 
T.  G.  Me.sser. 

5.  Meeting  of  North   Billerica   Council,   No. 

132.3,  R.  A.,  in  Father   .Ahithew  Hall. 
Meeting  of  the  Ladies  of  tiie  (i.  A.  R.  in 

I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
Meeting   of   the    New    England    Order   of 

Protection. 
Session  of   Board   of   Registrars  at   rooms 

of    the    Billerica     Republican    Club    at 

North  Billerica. 
Meeting    of    the    A.    St.    .John    Chaml>re 

Cluli.      Speaker,  Supt.  Redmond  Welsh 

of     the     Lowell      Police     Department. 

Subject,  "Police  Work." 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Asa  John  Patten 

Circle,  ladies  of  the  G.  A.    R.,    held    in 

Gardner  Parker  Hall. 
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15. 


16. 


17. 
18. 


6.  Recital   given   by  pupils  of  llio   Mitchell 

School  in  town  hall,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Charles  S.  Johnson  of  Boston,  and  Mr. 
Edwin  M.  Whitney. 
Meeting  of  the  "'Odd  Volume  Club"  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Edward  F.  Judkins. 
"  My  Lady's  Tumbler"  was  the  subject, 
and  Miss  Mary  H.  Clemens  was  the 
reader. 

7.  Devotional     .service     at     Congregational       14. 

Church. 

Industrial  branch  of  the  Woman's  Alli- 
ance met  with  Mr.s.  Joseph  Jaquith. 

Edwin  C.  Powell,  secretary  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Corn  Show,  visted  Billerica. 

Last  series  of  card  parties  held  in  Gardnei 
Parker  Hall.  Winners  in  contest: 
Mrs.  C.  Pooler,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hol)in.son, 
Mrs.  T.  Lydon,  Mr.  William  McMiUen, 
Mr.  A.sa  Flint,  Mr.  Howard  Simonds. 

Miss  Lottie  Cowdry  and  Miss  Anna 
Jaquith  attended  the  Federation  of  the 
Young  People's  Union,  which  was  held 
in  Cambridge. 

Aristos  Embroidery  Citcle  met  at  Miss 
Aimee  Louprct's  home,  4  Gates  Street, 
Lowell. 

8.  Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F., 

No.  64,  in  L  ().  O.  F.  Hall. 

Final  session  of  Board  of  Registrars. 

Mrs.  John  B.  Tyler,  a  Billerica  member 
of  the  Old  Concord  chapter,  D.  A.  R., 
attended  the  regular  meeting,  which 
was  held  with  Mrs.  A.  T.  Haynes  at 
Maynard.  Rev.  George  Hale  Reed 
of  Belmont,  was  the  speaker.  Sub- 
ject, "The  Religion  of  Robert  Louis 
Stevenson." 

Billerica  Grange  visited  Bedford  Grange, 
and  furnished  the  entertainment. 

Meeting  of  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge,  No.       19. 
108,  at  L  ().  O.  F.  Hall. 

Meeting  of  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
of  North  Billerica  Baptist  Church. 

Meeting  of  William's  Bible  Class.  20. 

Meeting  of  Board  of  Selectmen  to  draw 

up  warrant  for  town  meeting.  21. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  .\bstincnce 
Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall. 

Time  for  filing  nomination  papers  for 
town  office  expired. 

12.  Meeting  of  Rovvell  Girls. 

Meeting     of     A.sa    John     Patten    Sewing 
Circle,  ladies  of  the  G.  \.  R..  with    Mrs. 
ButtcTworth,     at      40      Wilson  Street,       22. 
Nortli  Itillerica. 

All-day     meeting     held     by     the     Ladies"       23. 
Benevolent    Society    in    vestry   of   Con- 
gregational Church.      Dinner  served  at 
noon.      Much   work  accoinj)lished.  24. 

13.  Open  meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club 

in   Cnitarian  vestry.      Subject,  "Noted 
Women  Heroes.      Rev.  J.  Harold  Dale, 
"Florence  Nightingale."      Rev.  Lyman       25, 
Rutledge,"  Clara  Barton."  Rev.  Charles 
H.   Williams,   "Ida    Lewis.    Absence  of 


Mr.  )\'iiliams  on  this  occasion  regretted 
by  all.  It  was  voted  at  this  meeting  to 
contribute  an  Easter  offering  to  the 
shut-ins,  through  the  flower  mission 
department  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 
Conferring  of  First  Degree  by  officers  of 
the  Grange  at  Grange  meeting.  Also 
conferring  of  Second  Degree  by  Ladies' 
Degree  StafT. 
Open  meeting  of  Parish  Club  in  L^nitarian 

vestry. 
Devotional     service     at     Congregational 

Church. 
Whist  Party  held  in  Mathew  Hall  by  the 
Father  Mathew  T.  A.  Society.  Prize 
winners:  First  prize,  Frank  Shea; 
second,  Fred  Gannon:  third,  Fred 
Reardon.  Ladies'  prizes:  first,  Miss 
Jennie  Cox;  second,  Miss  Florence 
Mahoney;  third,  Miss  Eva  Reardon. 
Meeting  of  the  Aristos  Embroidery  Circle 

at  the  home  of  Miss  Sadie  E.  Godet. 
Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge  in  I.  O.  0. 

F.  Hall. 
W^arrant    for    town    meeting    posted    in 

various  places  in  town. 
Holy  Name  Society  paid  tribute  to  Rev. 

P'ather  Cornell. 
Meeting  of  Finance  Committee. 
Meeting  of  Thomas  Talbot  Lodge,  A.  F. 

and  A.  M. 
Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  T.  A.  Society 

in  Father  Mathew  Hall. 

Meeting  of  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 

Society  of  the  Orthodox  Church,  at  the 

home  of  Mrs.  J.  B.  Tyler.     Interesting 

address    on    Dr.    Sun   Yat    Sen    given 

by  the  Rev.  J.  Harold  Dale. 

The  Evening  Whist  Club  entertained  by 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Pooler. 
Meeting  of  North  Billerica  Council,  No. 
1323,  R.  A.,  7.45  p.m.,  in  Father  Mathew 
Hall, 
fleeting   of    N.   E.  Order    of    Protection. 
^Sleeting  of  Odd  Volume  Club  with  Mrs. 
George  M.  Preston  of  North  Billerica. 
First  day  of  spring. 

Meeting    of    Woman's    Branch    Alliance. 

Speaker,    Rev.    Thomas    J.    Horner   of 

Attleboro.     Subject.  "Fountains  in  the 

Desert." 

Devotional     service     at     Congregational 

Church. 
Town  Meeting. 
Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F., 

No.  64.  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
Easter  Sunday.     Special  vesper  services  in 
the  Congregational  Church,    conducted 
by    Reverends  Dale,   Nason,  and    Fryc. 
Meeting    of    Billerica    Board     of     Trade 
Address  by  Mr.  Paul  D.  Sargent  of  the 
United  States    Department    of  Agricul- 
ture.     Subject,   "(iood   I^)ads." 
Meeting  of  Father  ^Llthew  T.  A.  Society 

in  {''ather  Mathew  Hall,  8  p.m. 
The  Billerica  veterans  of  the  War  of  the 
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Rebellion  entertained  a  big  delegation 
of  the  survivors  of  the  aOth  Regiment, 
Massachusetts  \  olunteer  Infantry,  in 
the  town  hall  at  Hillerica  Centre.  It 
was  the  forty-eighth  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Fort  Stednian.  A  banquet 
was  served  by  the  ladies  of  tlie  G.  A.  R. 

26.  Meeting  of  tlie  Willing  Workers  in  vestry 

of  North  Billeriea  Rai)tist  Chureh. 
Asa  John  Patten   Circle,   ladies  of  the   C. 

A.  R.,  met  with  Mrs.  Artluir  Merriam 
Dancing  part\-  held  in  Talbot    Memorial 

Hallby  the"MilosClub. 

27.  Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club,  with 

Mrs.  George  Perry.  An  Afternoon 
with  Sam  Walter  Foss.  Leader,  Mrs. 
Dickenson.  Readers,  Mrs.  Talbot, 
Mrs.  Lamprel,  Miss  Page. 

Meeting  of  the  Hillerica  Grange.  Con- 
ferring of  Third  Degree  by  Ladies" 
Degree  Staff.  Conferring  of  Fourth 
Degree  by  Regular  Officers.  Harvest 
Supper. 

Meeting  of  Clover  Club,  7.;^0  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Holy  Name  Society. 

Recount  of  votes  cast  for  selectmen  taken 
in  town  hall. 

28.  Devotional     service     at      Congregational 

Church. 
Minstrel    show    under    the    auspices    of 

Billeriea  Grange,  No.  223,  given  in  the 

town  hall. 
Meeting   of   the   Holy   Name   Society   of 

St.  Andrew's  Church  in  Father  Mathew 

Hall. 

29.  Meeting  of  the  Shawsheen  Lodge,   I.  O. 

O.  F.,  No.  64,  in  L  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
Meeting  of  the  Aristos  Embroidery  Circle 
at  the  home  of  Miss  Lillian  Balmforth 
of  Billeriea  Avenue. 

30.  Special  services  at  the  L'nitarian  Church 

to  which  all  patrons  of  husbandry 
were  invited.  Address  by  Rev.  David 
C.  Torre v  of  Bedford. 


BILLERICA  ALMANAC 
April 

Tuesday  1.  Tall)<)t  Mills  Lii)iary  open 
from  7  to  !)  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  T.  A.  Societv 
in  Father  Mathew  Hall. 

Wednesday  2.  Bennett  Pul)lic  Library 
open  from  _'  to  .")  and  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  North  Billeriea  Council,  No. 
1323  R.  A.,  at  7Ar,  p.m.,  in  Mathew  Hall. 

Social  and  dance  in  Gardner  Parker  Hall, 
Billeriea,  bv  the  Thomas  Talbot  Lodge,  No. 
41.  N.  E.  O.  P. 

Friday  4.  Meeting  of  Industrial  IJraiicii 
of  Woman's  Alliance. 

Talbot  Mills  Library  open  from  7  to  9  p.m. 


Saturday  5.  Meeting  of  Shawsheen 
Lodge,  I.  O.  ().  F.,  No.  64,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
at  8  P.M. 

Food  sale  by  Parish  Club  in  Unitarian 
Vestry  from    3  to  5  p.m. 

Sunday  6.      New  Moon. 

Services  in  all  churches. 

Monday  7.  Meeting  of  A.  St.  John  Cham- 
bre  Clu!)  of  St  Anne's  Church  in  Parish  House. 

Meeting  of  Community  Council  in  Bennett 
Hall  at  7.00  p.m. 

Tuesday  8.  Meeting  of  William's  Bible 
Class. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total  Absti- 
nence Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall  at  8  p.m. 

Wednesday  9.      Meeting  of  Rowell  Girls. 

Bennett  Public  Library  open  from  2  to  5 
and  7  to  9  p.m. 

Thursday  10.  Meeting  of  Billeriea 
Grange — "Community  Betterment."  Roll 
Call.  "What  improvement  would  be  de- 
sirable in  our  town."  Competitive  es.says. 
Prize  awarded  by  State  Grange  for  best  im- 
provement done  by  a  Grange.  Entertain- 
ment by  Music  Committee. 

Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club. 
Hostesses  —  Mrs.  Sexton  and  Mrs.  Buck. 
Historical  afternoon  at  vestry  of  Unitarian 
Church.  Dr.  Hosmer,  speaker,  subject,  "  Bil- 
leriea Historical  Society."  Mrs  Sage  will 
speak  also.      Music  by  Mrs.  Holden. 

Friday  11.  Meeting  of  Parish  Club  in 
L'nitarian  \'estry  at  8.00  p.m. —  Address  by 
Rev.   Aitluir  W.' Littlefield  of  Needham. 

Saturday  12.  Meeting  of  Shawsheen 
Lodge,  I.  ().  O.  F.,  No.  64,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

Bennett  Public  Library  open  from  2  to  5 
and  7  to  9  p.m. 

Sunday  13.      Services  in  all  churches. 

Thomas  Talbot  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
invited  t)y  the  Parish  Club  to  attend  services 
at  Unitarian  Church.  Address  by  Dr. 
Edward  H.  Ilorton,  Chaplain  of  the  Mass. 
Senate. 

Monday  14.      First  Quarter. 

Meeting  of  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
of  North  Billeric-a  Baptist  Church. 

Meeting  of  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge,  No. 
108  at  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

Tuesday  15.  Meeting  of  the  Thomas 
Talbot  Lo.lge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  in  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Hall. 

Talbot  Mills   Library  open  from  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  T.  A.  Society 
in  FatherMathew  Hail,  at  8  p.m. 

Wednesday  16.  Bennett  Public  Library 
open  from  -  to  .")  and  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  North  Billeriea  Council,  No. 
1323,  R.  A.,  at  7.4.')  p.m.,  in  Mathew  Hall. 

Friday  18.  Meeting  of  Woman's  Alliance. 
Guests'  Day.  Rev.  B.  R.  Bulkeley,  Beverly, 
speaker,  —  subject  "Some  Lessons  from  the 
.'^hort    Poems   of  Emerson." 

Talbot  Mills    Library  o[)en  from  7    to  9  p.m. 

Saturday  19.  Patriot's  Dav.  Legal 
Holidav. 
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Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge  I.  O.  O.  F. 
No.  (U,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall,  at  8  v.v. 

Sunday  20.      Full  Moon. 

Services  in  all  clnirehes. 

Tuesday  22.  Talbot  Mills  Lihraiy  ojjen 
from  7  to  !)  P.M. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  T.  A.  Society 
in  Father  iVFathew  Hall  at  8  p.m. 

Meeting  in  the  Town  Hall  in  the  interests 
of  public  schools.  —  addresses  by  Drs.  Sned- 
deii,   Allen  and   Slini];scn. 

Wednesday  23.  Meeting  of  Willing 
Woikers  in  \'estry  of  North  Billerica  Baptist 
Church. 

Bennett  Pnl)lic  Library  open  from  2  to  5, 
and  7  to  !•  p.m. 

Thursday  24.  Meeting  of  Billerica 
Grange.  Topic — "Corn,"  Preparation  for 
Corn  Contest,  Mr.  Gu.stave  Thommen; 
Methods  of  Planting,  Mr.  Charles  Wright; 
Fertilizers,  Mr.  E.  F.  Dickenson.  General 
di.scussion.      Guessing    Contest. 

Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club. 
Hostess,  Mrs.  Harding.  Federation  meet- 
ing. Mrs.  Perry,  leader.  Paper  by  Mrs. 
Bull,  "What  Billerica  Women  May  Do." 

Meeting  of  Clover  Club  of  St.  Anne's 
Episcopal  Church  at  7.30  p.m. 

Friday  25.  Talbot  Mills  Library  open 
from  7  to  !)  p.m. 

Fair  in    I'nitarian  Vestry. 

Saturday  26.  Meeting  of  Shawsheen 
Lodge,  L  ().  U.  F.  No.  64  in  L  O.  O.  F.  Hall 
at  8  P.M. 

Bennett  Public  Library  open  from  2  to  5, 
and  7  to  9  p.m. 

Sunday  27.      Services  in  all  churches. 

Address  l)y  Mrs.  Tilton  on  the  subject  of 
"Temperance,"  in  Unitarian  Vestry. 

Monday  28.      Last  Quarter. 

Meeting  of  Billerica  Board  of  Trade,  North 
]5illcrica. 

Meeting  of  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge,  No. 
108.  N.  G.  at  L  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

Tuesday  29.  Talbot  Mills  Library  open 
from  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  T.  A.  Society  in 
Father  ALithew  Hall  at  8  p.m. 

Wednesday  30.  Bennett  Public  Library 
open  from  2  to  •")  and  7  to  9  P.M. 


THE  ANNUA1>    lOWX  MEETIXCi 

The  result  of  the  Annual  Town 
Election,  March  22,  wa.s,  hricfly,  a.s 
follow.s : 

Sklkct.men 

I'rr.  1    Per.  2  Twr. 

Jo.siah  Wright         230      L-)6  38(i 

Burton  ().  Sanford  155      209  364 

Thos.  F.  Sheridan    126      202  328 

Francis  A.  D.  Singhi 206       97  303 


Assessor  (3  years) 

PcT.  1   PcT.  2  Tlt. 

Edward  A.  King 208     111     319 

John  J.  Nuttall  83      168.-  251 

Overseers  of  Poor 

Richard  J.  Conway ...184  188  372 

Coburn  S.  Smith   '. ...209  158  367 

Sears  J.  Cook 196  114  310 

John  J.  McSweeney     82  194  276 

Surveyor  of  Highways 

Harry  W.  Es.sex   87     238     325 

Edgar  F.  Twombly 176       68     244 

Dennis  J.  Dewire 5       34       39 

Auditors 

Arthur  C.Cook 220  158  378 

Geo.  P.  Greenwood   208  127  335 

Frederick  Wain    164  137  301 

James  T.  Moran 80  203  283 

W.\TER  Commissioner  (3  years) 

LsaacHopkinson 187     109     296 

Patrick  J.  Mahoney 82     134     236 

Tree  W.\rdex 

William  H.  O'Brien 183  111  294 

Howard  (i.  Simonds ...78  105  183 

Frank  S.  Spaulding 77  22  99 

License —  Yes,  181;  No,  345. 

Under  the  articles  of  the  Warrant 
the  following  pction  wa.s  taken  in  the 
evening: — 

Article  1.  Mr.s.  Hannah  AVhiteside 
re-elected  a.s  member  of  Bowers  fund 
commission. 

Article  2.  Town  officers  chosen. 
Fence  viewers.  Burton  O.  Sanford, 
Thomas  F.  Sheridan,  Josiah  Wright; 
field  drivers,  Martin  Conway,  Everett 
W.  Li^•ing.ston;  surveyors  of  wood  and 
lumber,  John  PL  Rowell,  Wm.  F. 
Symmes,  Henry  D.  Livingston,  George 
E.  Simonds,  Charles  A.  Foster,  Thomas 
E.  Smith,  Vohmtine  Rollins.  B.  W. 
Kearney,  Charles  H.  ^Nlorley,  Xatt  H. 
Hulchins,  (leorge  Moore. 

Article  3.  Charles  H.  Williams, 
chairman  of  committee  on  Resolutions, 
read  his  re|)ort,  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Charles  H.  Kohl- 
rau.sch,  at  the  close  of  which  all  present 
stood  with  bowed  heads  in  silence  for 
one  minute. 
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Article  4.  Voted  to  pursue  the  same 
method  of  repairinji'  roads  and  bridges 
that  was  ado])ted  last  year. 

Article  5.  An  aggregate  of  $r)(),000 
was  voted  to  defray  town  expenses  and 
appro])riated   as   follows: — 

Moth,  $1,132;  spraying  elm  beetle, 
$400;  assessors'  special,  $60;  schools, 
$17,000;  medical  inspection  of  schools, 
$100;  bridges,  $600;  sidewalks,  $800; 
fire  department,  $2,800;  forest  warden, 
$100;  incidentals,  $1,000;  maintenance 
public  buildings,  $1,500;  constable, 
janitor,  police,  $1,900;  cemeteries,  $900; 
common  and  town  pump,  $150;  treas- 
urer's, collector's  bond,  $160;  in- 
surance, $400;  tree  warden,  $200; 
board  of  health  expenses,  $500. 
Salaries:  Selectmen,  $475;  assessors, 
$700;  overseers  of  the  ])oor,  $200; 
school  committee,  $18(h  town  clerk 
$250;  town  treasurer,  $500;  tax  col- 
lector, $550;  election  officers,  $300; 
fish  warden,  $100;  auditors,  $150; 
auditors,  special,  $150;  sealer  of  weights 
and  measures,  $50;  registrars  of  voters, 
$160;  board  of  health,  $150;  interest 
$2,200;  sinking  fund  and  bond  interest, 
town  hall,  $2,{!00;  sinking  fund  and 
bond  interest,  school  liouse,  $1,750; 
sinking  fund,  water  liond,  $1,800;  hy- 
drants, $2,000;  indexing  records,  $50; 
])rinting,  $500;  town  notes,  $5,500; 
Memorial  day,  $125;  macadam,  from 
Stieet  Railway  excise  tax,  $2,500;  high- 
ways, $4,000;"lndustrial  school,  $1,500. 

Article  6.  $125  rai.sed  and  $250 
apj)ropriated  for  salary  of  cattle  in- 
spector. 

Article  7.  Matter  of  raising  culvert 
under  the  Turnpike  at  Nutting's  Pond 
referred    to   Selectmen. 

Article  8.  Voted  to  expend  $250  of 
sidewalk  ap])ro[)riation  in  continuing 
the  sidewalk  on  Pond  Street. 

Article  9.  $2,500  appropriated  for 
macadam  roads,  if  state  will  make 
similar  allotment. 

Article  10.  Minimum  width  of 
streets  accepted  l)y  Hoard  of  Survey 
to  be  forty  feet. 

Article.     11.     $250    appropriated   to 


repair   stone   crusher,    and    put    it   on 
town  land. 

Article  12.  Six  acres  of  land  ac- 
cepted by  the  town  as  a  gift  of  Mrs. 
Lillian  V.  Kohlrausch,  for  playground, 
to  be  known  as  the  "Cliarles  H. 
Kohlrausch,  Jr.  Playground." 

Article  13.  Appointment  of  com- 
mittee authorized  to  see  about  bring- 
ing Lowell  gas  mains  to  Billerica. 

Article  14.  Salary  of  teamsters 
fixed  at  $12  a  week,  as  formerly.  $15 
was  asked. 

Article  15.  Selectmen  instructed 
to  sell  Chessman  pro|)erty  in  Holbrook. 
(Sale  was  made  last  June  })y  auction.) 

Article  16.  Committee  of  six  ap- 
pointed to  spend  the  accmiiidated  in- 
come of  the  Abbott  Singing  Fund. 

Article  17,  regarding  sale  of  unu.sed 
school  buildings, —  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Article  18.  $1200  raised  and  a])- 
"propriated  to  install  new  heating  plant 
in    Pollard   School. 

Article  19.  By  vote  of  eighty  to 
ninety  the  5  per  cent  guarantee  on 
water  main  extension  was  not  required. 

Article  20.  $50  appropriated  to 
match  like  amount  given  by  D.  S. 
Pickman  for  saving  chestnut  trees. 

Article  21.  $250  appropriated  (at  ad- 
journed meeting)  to  clear  ])ed  of  Con- 
cord above  Fordway  Bridge. 

Article  22.  Action  on  Tenement 
House  Acts  of  1912, chap.  635,  enabling 
act.,  sec.  1,  of  cha]).  104,  as  amended 
by  chap.  334  of  1912,  postponed  to 
next  annual  town  meeting. 

At  adjourned  meeting  March  26 
the  following  articles  were  considered. 

Article  23.  $2,500  aj)propriated 
from  Street  Railway  excise  to  extend 
macadam  road  on  Concord  Road. 

Article  24.  $250  appropriated  to 
improve  Fordway  Park. 

Article  25.  Voted  to  ])ay  notes  due 
on  Bowers  Fund. 

Article  26.  $100  appropriated  to 
improve    Pollard    School    ])layground. 

Article  27.  One  year  contract  with 
Lowell  Electric  Light  voted,  ])ro\iding 
every  night  .service  at  $19.50  a  light. 
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Article  28.  Treasurer  authorized 
to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  taxes 
sufficient  money  to  pay  current  ex- 
penses. 

Article  29.  Request  for  two  lights 
on  Call  Street  referred  to  selectmen. 

Article  30.  Law  (as  copied  from 
Concord  Statute  books)  regarding  use 
of  firearms  dismissed. 

Article  31.  Voted  not  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  see  about  organizing  a 
stock    company. 

Article  32.  '$100  voted  to  shield 
the  ceiling  in  Union  Hall  so  that  upper 
part  of  building  may  be  used  for 
basket-ball. 

Meeting   adjourned. 


RURAL  LIFE 

Some  Essentials  of  Fruit  Growing 
By  W.  H.  Taplin 

The  highly  decorative  nursery  cata- 
logue and  glib  agent  furnish  abundant 
information  about  starting  an  orchard. 
Most  of  us,  however,  want  to  know 
how  to  keep  the  one  we  already  have 
in  bearing. 

Every  farm  owner  has  a  story  of  the 
profits  which  some  few  fruit  trees 
brought  him.  This  is  often,  however, 
the  result  of  luck,  and  only  indicates 
what  is  possible  for  a  whole  orchard 
when  well  cared  for.  Co-operation, 
the  thing  which  makes  Western  fruit 
a  success,  is  also  an  essential. 

Many  in  this  locality  find  apple 
growing  ])r()fitable,  among  whom  are 
Fred  Alason  and  J.  E.  Rowell.  Charles 
W.  Mann  of  Mcthucn  has  adapted 
the  Western  methods  of  care  and 
marketing  more  completely  perhaps 
than  any  in  this  locality.  He  pro- 
duces Baldwins  which  warrant  sorting 
to  eleven  different  grades.  This  ex- 
tremely careful  grading  might  not  pay 
smaller  growers,  but  it  goes  to  show 
that  fancy  colored  and  ])erfect  fruit  can 
be  grown  in  the  East  and  witii  a  (|uality 


and  flavor  not  known  in  Western 
fruit. 

Many  neglected  trees  on  moderate 
soil  in  fair  vigor  and  of  desirable 
varieties  will  pay  for  "renovatmg." 
As  a  rule  the  branches  should  be 
thinned  out,  the  higher  ones  removed, 
and  the  soil  fertilized  or  cultivated. 
(The  vigor  depends  on  the  proper  inter- 
relation between  the  roots  and  Ijranches 
and  so  their  health  should  be  considered 
before  doing  anything.) 

Fruit,  the  same  as  other  crops,  re- 
pays for  fertilization.  The  need  of  the 
soil  and  the  influence  of  the  various 
elements  upon  fruit  quality  and  ])ro- 
duction  should  be  understood.  Ni- 
trogen in  excess  makes  the  tree  un- 
productive, and  the  fruit  when  borne 
is  large,  watery,  green,  and  a  poor 
keeper.  Potash  together  with  phos- 
phoric acid  makes  the  fruit  firm, 
highly  colored  and  abundant,  but  not 
large.     Lime  is  often  needed,  also. 

Prune  to  keep  the  tree  open  to  the 
sun  and  low  down  so  that  it  can  be 
cared  for  and  the  fruit  picked  easily. 
Be  careful  not  to  remove  the  branches 
with  the  fruit  spurs. 

Insect  pests  may  he  divided  into 
three  classes, —  suckers,  including  the 
San  Jose  scale,  the  oyster  shell  scale, 
and  the  aphis;  biters,  including  the 
codling  moth,  the  railway  worm,  the 
tent  caterpillar,  the  gypsy  and 
brown  tail  moth;  borers,  including 
])each  and  apple  tree  borers.  The 
sucking  insects  are  treated  with  a 
mildly  caustic  spray  applied  in  winter, 
which  kills  by  contact  only.  The 
biting  insects  are  given  a  poison  ap])lied 
to  the  leaves,  or,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
codling  moth,  the  cause  of  wormy 
cores,  to  the  fruit  at  a  time  when  it  will 
lodge  in  the  calyx  cup,  the  point  where 
the  worm  usually  enters.  This  is 
during  the  week  just  after  the  petals 
fall.  The  borers  can  only  be  re- 
moved by  using  a  knife  since  their  in- 
terior feeding  habits  make  them  safe 
from  any  ])oison  or  caustic  wash. 
S])raying  should  be  done  thoroughly 
—  less  monev  is  wasted. 
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The  mature  fruit  should  be  handled 
as  carefully  as  eggs  and  marketed 
right.  Storage  facilities  will  make  you 
inde])endent  of  the  glutted  fall  market 
and  insure  better  returns.  Fancy 
fruit  should  be  put  up  attractively, 
bearing  a  name  or  trade-nuu'k  which 
will  stand  for  ((uality  and  fair  dealing. 
Much  greater  profits  can  be  gained  in 
this  way. 

Above  all  read  up  and  keep  posted. 
Methods  are  rapidly  changing  and 
new  facts  discovered.  A  remedy  for 
the  railway  worm  was  discovered 
only  last  year.  It  pays  to  know  the 
facts  and  then  put  them  to  iise.  This 
means  success  to  you  and  Eastern 
fruit. 


LIBRARY  NOTES 

Dean  Hodge's  book,  "The  Training 
of  (liildren  in  Religion,"  recently  added 
to  the  Bennett  Public  Library,  is  of  un- 
usual interest  to  parents  with  young 
children.  In  a  sympathetic  and  con- 
vincing manner  the  author  discusses 
the  problem  of  religious  education  in 
the  home.  His  suggestions  are  sane 
and    timely. 


SCHOOL  ^E^YS 

Social  and  Athletic  Events  at  the 
Mitchell  ^Military  Boys'  School 

On  the  evening  of  March  sixth,  the 
pupils  of  the  school,  assisted  by  their 
music  teacher,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Hovey,  the  leader  of  the  Mandolin 
(Tub,  and  Mr.  Edwin  Whitney,  gave  a 
very  successful  entertainment  at  the 
Town  Hall.  The  i^rogram  was  as 
follows: —  Piano  Solos,  by  Mr.  diaries 
Johnson.  A  Scene  from  "  The  Merchant 
of  Venice":  ("liaracters,  -  Duke  James 
Howard;  Antonio,  Samuel  ^Nlilliken; 
Portia,  Herman  Meyer;  Shylock, 
Henry  Spaulding;  Bassanio,  Harold 
Bruckman;  (iratiano,  Alexander  Hil- 
ton.     Recitations:      "The      Mustard 


Plaster,"  Francis  Culbertson;  "There 
Was  a  Crooked  Man,"  Willard  Savage; 
"Tom  Sawyer,"  Harold  Levett;  "A 
Lost  Sensation,"  Warren  Laurence. 
Duet,  "Trot  de  Cavalerie,"  Messrs. 
Johnson  and  Milliken.  Song,  "I've 
Got  a  Pain  in  My  Sawdust,"  Hampton 
McLaughlin.  Silent  Drill,  music  by 
the  Mandolin  Club.  Reading,  by  Mr. 
Edwin  Whitney. 

The  scene  from  "The  Merchant  of 
Venice"  was  given  entirely  by  the 
boys  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Edwin  Whitney,  whose  coaching  made 
the  imjjersonation  of  each  character 
a  great  success.  The  beautiful  cos- 
tumes and  the  Court  Scene  hangings, 
imported  for  the  evening,  added  to  the 
dignity  of  the  dramatics. 

The  humorous  and  musical  numbers 
which  followed  were  especially  well 
received,  and  deserved  more  extended 
comment  than  space  will  allow. 

On  Saturday,  the  fourteenth,  Mr. 
Pitman,  the  dancing  master  of  the 
school,  arranged  a  "cobweb,"  party 
with  favors  so  attached  to  an  immense 
col) web  over  the  whole  hall  that  it 
took  the  partners  more  than  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  to  find  each  other. 

The  regular  guests  and  those  es- 
pecially invited  for  the  evening  felt 
that  the  unicpie  })lan  for  their  pleasure 
was  certainly  delightful.  The  dancing 
school  this  winter  has  been  excep- 
tionally happy  in  unexpected  merry- 
makings. 

Two  lectures  of  interest  have  been 
given  during  the  past  month.  One 
on  "An  Appalachain  Trip  in  the 
Switzerland  Mountains,"  by  Miss 
Helen  Hill  of  Rogers  Hall  School, 
Lowell,  and  the  second,  an  informal 
talk  on  "Jerusalem,"  by  Mr.  William 
A.  (loodwiu  of  Lowell. 

The  basket-ball  ieam  added  anoLher 
victory  to  its  long  record  before  school 
closed,  defeating  the  Rindge  Manual 
Training  school  of  Cambridge  with  a 
score  of  9  to  IL 

The  prospects  for  the  coming  base- 
ball season  at  the  school  diamond  are 
promising.       Eight     men     have     won 
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*'M's"  this  year.  The  team  has 
capital  material  with  which  to  work. 
Already  the  boys  are  showing  interest 
by  practising  whenever  possible. 

There  is  a  hard  schedule  ahead  for 
the  team,  but  the  boys  hope  to  win 
many  victories.  The  Billerica  Howe 
school  will  be  one  of  the  keenest  rivals. 
On  March  eighteenth  the  members 
of  the  school  body  left  town  for  the 
Easter  holidays.  After  their  return 
on  the  twenty-fifth  school  activities 
were  renewed  with  zest. 
Submitted  by, 

Herman  W.  C.  Meyer, 
Samuel  Alger  Milliken, 
David  V.  Walker,  Jr. 


HOWE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Recently  we  voted  to  organize  a 
baseball  team  to  be  conducted  on  a 
larger  scale  than  in  the  past  few  years. 
For  the  necessary  svi])])ort  and  main- 
tenance of  such  an  undertaking,  hav- 
ing no  immediate  alternative,  we  de- 
cided to  appeal  to  the  citizens  of  Bil- 
lerica. The  earnest  and  hearty  re- 
sponse which  has  been  accorded  us  has 
surpassed  our  expectations.  Already 
our  contributors  have  assured  us  the 
recjuired  financial  assistance,  but  with- 
out that  great  contribution,  the  moral 
encouragement  of  thepeoi^le  in  general, 
we  cannot  h()i)e  for  continued  success. 
Since  w^e  do  wish  for  this  success,  as  we 
wish  to  conduct  a  baseball  team  that 
will  be  a  credit  both  to  our  school  and 
to  our  town,  we  appeal  to  every 
roan  and  woman  of  Billerica  for  that 
encouraging  and  cheering  sup])ort, 
without  which  no  organization  con- 
ducted on  a  l)asis  sinular  to  ours  can 
exist. 

The    officers    of    flic    Team    are    as 
follows : 

Ca])tain  William  T.  Lyons 

Manager Everett  M.  Mahoney 

Coach      Mr.  Leslie  Bull 

Director Mr.  Herbert  F.  Jacobs 


Schedule  of  Games : — 

April  4.     Wilmington  High  at  Wil- 
mington. 

April  9.  Mitchell  Boys'  School  at 
Billerica. 

April  12.     To  be  announced. 

April  25.  Punchard  High  at  An- 
dover. 

May  9.  Allan  School  at  West 
Newton. 

m  s  m 

BILLERICA    PUBLIC    SCHOOLS 

A  committee  was  recently  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  make  a  study 
of  educational  ain\s  and  niethods  for 
the  benefit  of  the  town's  pul)lic  schools. 
This  committee  is  writing  to  State 
Boards  of  Education  throughout  the 
Union  for  uMiterial  and  suggestions 
regarding  industrial  training,  school 
gardens,  domestic  science,  etc.  While 
waiting  for  this  material  the  conimittee 
will  busy  itself  with  a  study  of  Billerica 
schools. 

Investigation  so  far  reveals  careful 
efficient  work  and  progressive  spirit 
on  the  part  of  our  teachers.  Our 
su])erintendent,  Artlun*  B.  Webber,  is 
willing  and  anxious  to  profit  by  every 
well  attested  reform,  and  in  order  to 
secure  for  the  citizens  wise  council  has 
arranged  to  have  Drs.  Snedden,  Allen 
and  Stimpson,  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education,  address  a  mass  meeting  in 
the  Town  Hall,  April  22. 

In  his  annual  re])ort  to  the  school 
comndttee  he  suggests  a  new  plan  for 
grading  and  promotion  which  will  not 
only  lend  encouragement  to  the  pu])il, 
birt  also  relieve  the  teacher  of  much 
tedious  and  useless  work.  He  calls 
attention  to  the  growing  interest 
throughout  the  country  in  industrial 
education  and  suggests  that  manual 
training  be  introduced  here.  He  also 
encourages  douicstic  science,  which  is 
taiight  in  the  Pollard  School  l)y  Miss 
Wilkins,  and  industrial  art,  which  is 
])articularly  emphasized  by  Miss  Mc- 
Elman  in  the  Richardson  School. 

Mr.  B.  F.  TLirding,  Principal  of  the 
Talbot  .school,  has  an  iniusual  exhibit 
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of  regular  work  aside  from  the  s])ecial 
feature  wliicli  he  makes  of  nature  study. 
His  endeavor  is  to  make  academic 
work  practical.  The  original  and  ef- 
fective methods  used  to  this  end  will 
form,  an  interesting  chapter  in  the 
committee's    report. 

A  review  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Town  of  Billerica  gives  a  valuable 
sumniary  of  the  schools.  The  rcjjort 
of  the  School  Committee  to  the  citizens 
is  highly  conuiiendatory  of  work  done 
by  teachers  and  suggests  that  the  ninth 
grade  be  transferred  to  the  Talbot 
School,  which  will  necessitate  another 
teacher. 

The  Medical  Examiner,  Dr.  M.  A. 
Buck,  finds  the  following  defects: — 
enlarged  tonsils,  .30;  adenoids,  10; 
herpes,  9;  not  vaccinated,  62;  caryza 
9;  pediculi,  S;  tu})ercular  glands,  2; 
stoniatitis,  1;  tumor  of  throat,  1; 
number  of  pupils  with  defective  eye- 
sight, 22;  number  of  i)upils  with  de- 
fective hearing,  1. 

Re])orts  from,  supervisors  of  music 
and  drawing.  Misses  Ella  ]M.  Reilly 
and  (iertrude  Nason,  are  thoughtful 
and  suggestive.  The  value  of  aesthetic 
training  is  al)ly  presented. 

The  Howe  School  report,  subndtted 
by  the  Principal,  Eugene  C.  Vining, 
calls  attention  to  the  exceptional  good 
fortune  of  the  school  in  pursuing  its 
work  throughout  the  year  without  a 
day's  interruption  from  any  cause. 

The  following  school  statistics  will 
be  of  interest : 

Estimatt'd  population  of  Billerica,  1912  .2,900 
Person.s  between  tiie  ages  of  .5  and  1.5 

year.s,  Sept.  1,  1912. .'5.'57 

Person.s  enrolled  October  1,  1912 .'ill 

Persons       enrolled       in       Howe       School 

October  1,  1912 53 

Total  persons  enrolled  in  schools .564 

For  School  Year   E.nding  Junk,   1912 
Total    membership  .514 

Average  membershij)  4(54 

Total     expenditure      .$1.5.814.81 

Appropriation    by   Town 15,000.00 

Receipts   from    other   sources 1,021.00 

Approjjrialion  for  current  yeai,  which  is  to 
cover  additional  expense  of  new  heating  [)lant, 
extra   teacher,   etc $17,000.00 


Nx  MBEK    OF    Te.\CHERS    EMPLOYED 

Pollard  School  5 

Talbot  School  7 

Itichardson    School  1 

Sujjervisors  2 

Sup<M'inten(lent  1 

16 

Average  number  of  i)U|)ils  in  each  room,. 39. .5 


Billerica, 
Dear  S,r: 

This  man  is  laughing 
because  some  one  told  him 
that  Billerica  is  situated 
just  four  miles  north  of 
Bedford,  which  town  has 
just  voted  for  license,  after 
being  "dry"  so  long. 
Yours  very  truly. 
John   Dana   Richardson. 

Prize  answer  to  the  question:  What  would  you 
tell  a  man  about  Billerica  that  would  make  him 
smile  like  this.' 


A  Unique  Shop 

Artistic  and     unusual   things    from    all 
over  the  world  suitable  tor  gifts 

An  up-to-date 

CIRCULATING  LIBRARY 

2  cents  per  day 


PRINCESS 


GIFT  SHOP 
106-108  Merrimack  St.,  LOWELL,  MASS. 


Bennett  Hall 

Permanent  and  Transient  Guests 
Ente;tained 

Boston     Ro  a  d 

Prices,  $10  00  a  week  and   up 

BILLERICA  CUSTOM  LAUNDRY 

High-Grade  Work 

60  pieces  Family  Laundr)',  75  cents 
Snow-white  Wet  Wash,  SO  cents  the  basket 

3  doz.  lots,  30  cents 
THOMAS  F.  SHERIDAN,  Proprietor 

Rear  Wilson  Street  -  -  North  Billerica 
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JOHN  A.  RICHARDSON 

Lumber  Yard,  Bennett  Hall  Station.     Telephone  69-5 

Spruce,  Hemlock  and  Pine  Clapboards,  Laths  and  Cedar  Posts,  Doors,  Windows 
and  Frames,  North  Carolina  Sheathing,  and  Flooring 

Now  is  the  time  to  fix  up  the  roof 


Use  the  Washington  Red  Cedar  "CLEAR  LAKE  SPECIAL"  Shingles,  or  best  grades  eastern 

white  cedar.     All  prices. 

"BIRD'S  ROOFING  PAPERS"  can't  be  beat 


Fine   Stationery,   School 
Supplies,  Souvenir 
Post   Cards 

Pure   Candies,   Daily  Papers 
and  Magazines 

Magazines   At   Club    Rates 

T.  F.  LYONS 


ROLAND   G.    WRIGHT 

Registered   Pharmacist 


Corner  Main  and  River  Streets 
Billerica  Centre 


R   G.  MOREY  &  CO. 

Hay,  Grain,  Coal, 

Lime,  Cement,  Fertilizer 

and  Roofing  Papers 


H.  G.  WATTS  CO. 

Groceries,  Provisions  and 
Hardware 


Billerica  Centre 


Telephone  19-3 


Builders'  Hardware,  Roofing  Materials 
Wire  Fencing,  etc..  Mixed  Paints  and  Oils 

E.  A.  KING 

Contractor  and  Builder 

Billerica  Centre  Telephone  26-3 


All   Leading  Sorts  of 

CARNATIONS 


Telephone  36-2 


Billerica  Centre 


Take  a  look  at  them  at  the 
o;reenhouse  of 


BACKER   &  CO. 

BOSTON  ROAD 

visitors  always  welcome 


ILfLfERlCA 


TRADE-MAKE 
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Young   Man 

Clf  you  would  appear  successful,  look 
the  part. 

CClothes  may  not  make  the  man,  but 
personal  appearance,  which  is  largely  a 
matter  of  clothes,  makes  or  mars  the 
imjoressions  we  would  produce. 

Macartney's  Clothes 

will  answer  your  good  clothes  ciuestion 

Every    article  guaranteed.        Satisfaction    or 
your  money  back  at 

Macartney's    "Apparel    Shop'* 

72  MERRIMACK  ST.,  LOWELL,    MASS. 


/^^t 


Goodale's  Dandelio 

Delicious,  Sparkling, 
Cooling 

FOR  SALE  BY 

ROLAND  G.  WRIGHT 

BILLERICA  CENTRE 
and 

MRS.  S.  A.  LEWIN 

NORTH  BILLERICA 


TALBOT  MILLS 

FREDERIC  S.  CLARK,  President 

NORTH  BILLERICA,  MASS. 

Manufacturers  of  JVoolen  and  JVorsted  Fabrics 

FOR 

MEN,  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN 

A  RF/IAII.  SALES-OFFICE  HAS  IJEEX  OPENED  AT  THE  MILLS 


WHOLESALE  PRICES 
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EDITORIAL 

The  next  issue  of  Billerica  will 
mark  the  beginning  of  the  second 
year.  We  close  volume  I  well 
satisfied  with  what  it  has  achieved, 
and  look  forward  with  pleasure  to 
the  promises  of  volume  II. 

It  is  true  that  with  this  number 
possibly  our  most  important  histor- 
ical contribution,  the  Civil  War  Jour- 
nal, closes,  but  other  historic  remi- 
niscenses  of  great  interest  and  more 
than  local  import  are  in  preparation 
and  will  be  introduced  early  in 
volume  II. 

Mr.  Manning's  maps  and  articles 
will  continue  throughout  the  yetiV, 
and  interest  in  them  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to 
secure  contributions  from  authorities, 
local  and  national,  on  various  subjects 
that  have  to  do  with  village  life  and 
rural  economy.  This,  together  with 
the  much  valued  assistance  of  sj)ecial 
corresj)()ndents  throughout  the  town, 
will  make  the  second  volume  both 
more  \aluable  and  more  attractive 
than  the  first  has  been. 


The  co-operation  of  every  citizen 
is  cheerfully  solicited  in  this  enter- 
prise, which  is,  and  ought  to  be,  com- 
luunity  wide. 

BILLERICA  DAY-BOOK 

Apkil 

1.  Meeting    of    Father    Mathew    Total    Absti- 

nence Society  in  I'ather  Mathew  Hail. 

Meeting  of  A.  St.  John  Ciuunl)ie  Club  in 
Parish  House.  Speaker  of  the  evening. 
Probation  Officer  James  P.  Ramsay  of 
Lowell.  Subject  dealt  with  police  work 
in  general.  Nearly  every  member  of  the 
club  present.  Rev.  Appleton  Grannis, 
of  St.  .A.nne"s  Church,  Lowell,  presided 
during  the  exercises. 

Meeting  of  "Old  Timers." 

2.  Meeting  of  No.   Billerica  Council  No.   1323 

R.  A.   in   Mathew  Hall. 
Social  and  dance,   in  Gardner  Parker  Hall, 

held  bv  the  Thomas  Talbot  Lodge,  No. 

41,  N.E.  O.  P. 
Brush  fires  near  corner  bridge.     No  serious 

damage. 
Meeting  of  Boy   Scouts  in  Pollard  School 

lunch  room. 

3.  Special  meeting  of  Board  of  Trade  to  discuss 

new  project  of  organizing  a  town  stock 
company  to  develop  land  and  construct 
houses.  Invitation  extended  to  all  citizens 
of  the  town  to  attend  this  important 
meeting.  It  was  well  attended. 
Meeting  of  Odd  Volume  Club  with  Mrs. 
Minnie  E.  Robinson.  Subject,  "The 
Master  of  the  Inn,"  by  Robert  Herrick. 
Reader,  Miss  M.  H.  Clemens. 

4.  Meeting  of   the   Industrial    Branch   of   the 

Woman's  Alliance  with  Mrs.  Flitner. 
Hostesses:  Mrs.  George  Crosby,  Mrs. 
Arthur  W.  Merriam  and  Mrs.  Lyman  V. 
Rutledge.  Reading  by  Mrs.  George  M. 
Preston  much  enjoyed.  Mrs.  Preston 
gave  one  of  her  original  stories  and  one 
by  F.  Hopkinson  Smith. 
Baseball  game  at  Wilmington.  Howe  High, 
Billerica,    vs.    Wilmington     High. 

5.  Meeting  of  Shawslieen  Lodge,  I.  O.    O.    F. 

Hall. 

Food  .sale  by  Parish  Club  in  Unitarian  vestry. 

Billerica  members  of  the  Old  Concord  chap- 
ter, D.  .\.  R.  attended  regular  meeting 
at  chapter  house  in  Concord.  Mrs.  ("has. 
K.  Bolton  of  Brooklinc  s])oke  on  "Farm 
Life  One  Hundred  ^■ears  Ago."  Mrs. 
Herbert  B.  Hosmer,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Tyler,  both  of  this  town,  were  the 
hostesses. 
(5,  New  Moon. 

Services  in  all  churches. 

Class  of  al)out  thirty  young  children  received 
first  holy  communicm  al  S  o'clock  mass 
at  St.  Andrew's  Church,  North  Billerica. 
Rev.  E.  J.  Cornell,  O.  M.  I.,  officiated. 
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Annual  elect  ion  of  officers  at  St.  Anne's 
Episcopal  Church. 

7.  Meeting  of  A.  St.  John  Chambre  Club  of 

St.    Anne's   Church   in    Parish   House. 

Meeting  of  Ct)nHnunitv  Council  in  Bennett 
Hall. 

Meeting  of  Board  of  Selectmen  held.  This 
meeting  was  to  handle  business  accu- 
mulating since  closing  of  town  books  in 
February.  .\  large  amount  of  routine 
work  was  accomplished.  Bills  approved. 
Petitions  were  received  from  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  for 
pole  locations  on  Treble  Cove  road  and 
Elm  Street,  North  Billerica.  A  hearing 
on  the  application  held  .\[)ril  twenty-first. 
Two  jurors,  Edward  F.  Fuller  and  Daniel 
Fitzpatrick,  were  drawn. 

8.  Meeting  of  William's  Bible  Cla.ss. 
Meeting   of    Father    Mathew   Total   Absti- 
nence  Society   in    Father    Mathew   Hall. 

9.  Regular  meeting  of  Rowell  Girls  held  with 

Mrs.    John    E.    Rowell,    North    Billerica. 
Meeting  of   Boy   Scouts   in    Pollard   School 
lunch  room. 

10.  Meeting  of   Billerica   Grange.     Community 

Betterment.  Roll  Call.  "What  Improve- 
ment would  be  Desiral)le  in  our  Town.^  " 
Competitive  essays.  Prize  awarded  by 
State  Grange  for  best  improvement  done 
by  a  grange.  Entertainment  by  Music 
Committee. 
Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club.  Host- 
esses: Mrs.  Sexton  and  Mrs.  Buck.  His- 
torical afternoon.  Dr.  Hosmer  gave  inter- 
esting reminiscences  of  Billerica  history. 
Paper  on  "Retrospect  and  Prospect"  read 
Mrs.  Sage.     Music  by  Mrs.  Holden. 

11.  Meeting  of  Cnitarian  Parish  Club  in  Unita- 

rian vestry.  .Address  by  Rev.  Arthur  W. 
Littlefield  of  Needham  <m  "The  Evolu- 
tion of  Liberty." 
Meeting  of  "Billerica"  Girls'  Club;  Miss 
Eleanor  Nickerson,  hostess.  Address 
by  Dr.  Charles  E.  Hosmer. 

12.  Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge  I.  O.  O.   F. 

No.  64  in  L  ().  O.  F.  Hall. 
Candidates  for  the  T.  R.  and  T.  Baseball 

team  met  at  Faulkner  Park. 
V.i.  Services  in  all  churches. 

Thomas  Talbot  Lodge.  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  l)y 

invitation  from  the  Parish  Club,  attended 

.services   at    I'nitarian    Church.      Address 

by  Dr.  Edward  H.  Horton,  Chaplain  of  the 

Senate. 
14.   First  quarter. 

Meeting    of    WOiuans    Missionary    Society 

of  North   Billerica   Bai)tist   Church. 

Meeting  of  Winning  Rcbekah  Lodge,   No. 

lOH,   at  L  ().  ().  F.  Hall. 

S])ccial  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Lighting  proposition  considered. 
Regular  iiioiitlil\-  meeting  of  \\'illiam"s  Bible 

Class  in  the  \-estr,\-  of  the  North  Billerica 

Baptist    Church.       .Address    by    Captain 

Reynolds   of   the   Boston   Elevated  Rail- 


way    Company     on     railroad     matters. 
Special  musical  program  given. 
1.").   Meeting  of  Thomas  Talbot  Lodge,  A.F.  and 
A.M.  in  L  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total  Al)stinence 
Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall. ' 

Special  meeting  of  the  Chambre  Club  of 
St.   Anne's   Church   in   Parish   house. 

Meeting  of  Women's  Mi.ssion  Circle  of  the 
North  Billerica  Baptist  Church  with  Mrs. 
John  E.  Rowell  for  semi-annual  mite  box 
opening. 
Hi.  Meeting  of  North  Billerica  Council  No.  1323 
R.    A.    in    Mathew    Hall. 

Meeting  of  St.  Elizabeth  Guild  of  St.  Anne's 
Church  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  George  Hurst 
on  Elm  Street. 

Winter  picnic  held  in  vestry  of  Congrega- 
tional Church  under  the  auspices  of  the 
of  the  church  choir.  Mrs.  Maude  Liv- 
ingston and  Mrs.  Harriet  Wheeler  had 
charge. 

The  Asa  John  Patten  circle.  Ladies  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  held  their  regvdar  sewing  circle 
with  Mrs.  INLiry  Wilkins.  Andover  Street, 
which  was  well  attended. 

Meeting  of  Boy  Scouts  in  Pollard  School 
lunch  room. 
1!S.  Meeting  of  Woman's  Alliance.  Guests' 
Day.  Friends  present  from  Chelmsford, 
Lowell,  Winchester,  Bedford.  Lexington, 
and  Concord  Speaker,  Rev.  B.  R.  Bulke- 
ley,  of  Beverly.  Subject,  "Some  Lessons 
from  the  Short  Poems  of  Emerson." 

Jonquil  Club  of  North  Billerica  held  pleasant 
dancing  party  in  the  Thomas  Talbot 
Memorial  Hall. 

19.  Patriot's    Day.      Legal    holiday. 
Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  L  ().  ().  F.,  No. 

64,  in  L  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
Baseball,  married  men  vs.  single  men.  Score 
too  large  to  record.     Single  men   won. 

20.  Full  moon. 

Services  in  all  churches. 

21.  Meeting  of    bt)ard   of  Selectmen  api)roved. 

22.  Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total  .Abstinence 

Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall. 
Meeting  in  the  Town  Hall  in  the  interests 
of  public  schools.     Address  by  Dr.  .Allen 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

23.  Meeting   of   Willing   Workers   in    vestry   of 

North     Billerica     Baptist     Church. 
Meeting   of   Boy   Scouts   in    Pollard   School 

lunch  room. 
First    Congregational    Cluiich    clcctc(l    their 

officers  for  the  year:  clerk,  Sanuiel  Earle; 

treasuHM-,  Sidney  Bull;  standing  connnitte, 
E.  A.  King,  Clarence  Bowman  and 
J.    E.    Bull;    auditor,    Deacon    Spiller; 

music  committee,  George  P.  Greenwood, 

Mrs.     M.     A.    Buck  and  .A.  B.  Holden. 

Jasper  Bruce  was   appointed  to  look  after 

the  pews. 

24.  Meeting     f)f     Billerica     (irange.        'J'opic 

"Corn."  .Addresses  by  Mr.  Charles 
Wright    and     Mr.    E.     F.     Dickenson. 
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General  discussion  followed.  Resolu- 
tions passed  in  apjjrcciation  of  work 
done  l)y  Mr.  (lustav  Tlioiiunen  on  the 
corn  contest. 

Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club. 
Hostess,  Mrs.  Harding.  Federation 
meeting.  Mrs.  Perry,  leader.  Paper 
hv  Mrs.  Bull,  "What  liilU-rica  Women 
May  Do." 

Meeting  of  Clover  Clul)  of  St.  Anne's 
Episcopal    Church. 

"Cy  Hoskins  Reception,""  given  in  vestry 
of  North  Billerica  Baptist  Cliurch 
before  a  large  audience.  Previous  to 
the  show  an  appetizing  supper  was 
served. 

25.  Sale    of    food,    confectionery    and    fancy 

articles  in  Unitarian  vestry,  under  the 
auspices     of     the     Woman's     Alliance. 

Meeting  of  "Billerica""  Girls"  Club  at 
home  of  Mr.  Rutledge.  Talk  on  birds 
by    Rev.    J.    Harold    Dale. 

Meeting  of  the  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society 
in  the  vestry  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

26.  Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F. 

No.  64  in  L  O.  O.  F.  hall. 
Sunlight  Party  and  Dance  held  in  Town 

Hall.      Mrs.    C.    Tutein    was    pianist. 
Supper     and     entertainment     in     Parish 

House    by    St.    Elizal)eth"s    Guild,    St. 

Anne's   Mission,    North   Billerica. 

27.  Services    in    all    churches. 

Adflress  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Tilton 
on  the  subject  of  "Temperance  "  in 
the  Unitarian  vestry. 

28.  First  quarter. 

Meeting  of  Billerica  Board  of  Trade, 
North  Billerica,  Address  by  Hon. 
Channing    Fox    of    Boston. 

Meeting  of  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge,  No. 
108,  N.  G..  atL  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

29.  Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total  Absti- 

nence Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall. 

30.  "Mother's    Meeting"    in    the    Unitarian 

vestry  at  3  o'clock.  Mrs.  Rolf  of  Con- 
cord present. 

Meeting  of  St.  Elizabeth  Guild  at  the 
home    of    Miss    Elizabeth    Wain. 

Meeting  of  Boy  Scouts  in  Pollard  School 
lunch  room. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Asa  John  Patten 
circle.  Ladies  of  the  G.  .\.  R.  with  Mrs. 
Susan  P.  Jaquith. 

Supper  and  entertainment  held  in  Con- 
gregational church  vestry  by  Ladies' 
Benevolent  Society. 

BILLERICA  CALENDAR 
May 

Thursday  1.  Devotional  service  at  North 
Billerica     Baptist     Church,    7:45    o'clock. 

Friday  2.  Talbot  Mills  Library  open 
7    to    9    P.M. 

Meeting    of     Industiral     Branch     of     the 


Woman's  Alliance  with   Mrs.  George  Crosby, 
2  to  5  P.M. 

Special  meeting  of  "Billerica"  Girls'  Club. 
Initiation . 

Devotional  service  at  First  Congregational 
Church,  7:45  p.m. 

Mav  partv  bv  "Old  Timers"  in  Thomas 
Taibo't   Memorial  Hall. 

Saturday  3.  Bennett  Library  open  2  to 
5  p.m.  and  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
No.  64,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  hall  at  8  p.m. 
T.   R.  and  T"s    of   this  town   will  open  their 
season.      They    will    play    the    Wollastons   at 
home. 

Sunday  4.  Morning  and  evening  services 
in  all  churches. 

Monday  5.  Meeting  of  A.  St.  John 
Chambre  Club  of  St.  Anne's  Episcopal  Church 
in  Parish  House. 

Pid)lic  hearing  before  Board  of  Selectmen 
in  Town  Hall. 

Tuesday  6.      New  Moon. 

Talbot    Mills  Library  open  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total  Absti- 
nence Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall,  8  p.m. 

Wednesday  7.  Bennett  Library  open 
2  to  5  p.m.  and  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  North  Billerica  Council  No. 
1323,  R.  A.,  in  Father   Mathew  Hall,  7  p.m. 

Meeting  of  N.  E.  O.  P.  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

Meeting  of  Boy  Scouts  in  Pollard  School 
lunch  room. 

Thursday  8.  Devotional  Service  at  North 
Billerica    Baptist    Church,    7:45    p.m. 

Meeting  of  Billerica  Grange,  No.  223  in 
I.   O.   O.   F.   Hall.      Flora's  night. 

Open  meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred  Club. 

Friday  9.  Talbot  Mills  Library  open  7 
to  9  P.M. 

Meeting  of  Parish  Club  of  Unitarian 
Church  with  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Fames.  Sol- 
dier's night.  Reminiscences  gathered  by 
Miss    Harriet     B.     Rogers. 

Meeting    of    "Billerica"     Girls'     Club. 

Devotional  service  at  First  Congregational 
Church.  7:45  p.m. 

Saturday  10.  Bennett  Library  open 
2  to  5  P.M.  and  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
No.  64,  in  I.  O.  O.   F.  Hall. 

Sunday  11.  Morning  and  evening  serv- 
ices in  all  churches. 

Monday  12.  Meeting  of  Williams  Bible 
Class  of  North  Billerica  Baptist  Church. 

Meeting  of  Womans  Missionary  Society 
of    North    Billerica    Baptist    Church". 

Meeting  of  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge.  No 
108.   N.   G.,  in  I.  O.  O.   F.  Hall. 

Tuesday  13.      First  quarter. 

Talljot    Mills   Library  ojien  7   to  9   p.m. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total  Absti- 
nence Society  in  Father  Mathew  Hall,  8  p.m. 

Wednesday  14.  Bennett  Library  open 
2  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m. 


BiLLERICA 


Meeting  of  Rowel  girls  of  North  Billerica 
Baptist   Church  for  sewing    and    sociability. 
Meeting    of    St.    Elizabeth's    Guild    of    St. 
Annes   Episcopal   Church. 

Meeting  of  Boy  Scouts  in  Pollard  School 
lunch  room. 

Thursday      15.      Devotional      service      at 
North    Billerica    Baptist    Church,    7:45    p.m. 
Friday    16.      Talbot    Mills    Library    open 
7    to    9    P.M. 

Annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Branch 
Alliance   in   vestry   of   Unitarian   Church. 

Devotional  service  at  First  Congregational 
Church  7:45  p.m. 

Concert  by  Whitney  Concert  Co.  under 
the    auspices    of    Progressive    Club. 

Saturday  17.  Bennett  Library  open  2 
to  5   and  7   to   9   p.m. 

Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F., 
No.  64,  in  I.  O.  O.   F.  Hall. 

Sunday  18.  Morning  and  evening  services 
in  all  churches. 

Tuesday  20.     Full  Moon. 
Talbot  Mills  Library  open  7  to  9  p.m. 
Meeting  of  Thomas  Talbot  Lodge,   A.   F. 
and  A.  M.  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total  Absti- 
nence   Society    in    Father    Mathew    Hall. 

Wednesday  21.  Bennett  Library  open 
2  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting    of    North    Billerica    Council    No. 
1323,   R.   A.   in    Mathew   Hall,   7:45   p.m. 
Meeting  of  N.  E.  O.  P.  in  L  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 
Meeting  of  Boy  Scouts  in  Pollard  School 
lunch  room. 

Thursday     22.      Devotional      service     at 

North    Billerica    Baptist    Church,    7:45    p.m. 

Billerica    Day    observed    by    Improvement 

Association.        Entertainment     by     Whitney 

Concert  Company. 

Meeting  of  Billerica  Grange  No.  223.  All 
veterans  of  the  town,  guests.  Address  of 
Welcome,  Dr.  Charles  Hosmer.  Patriotic 
program. 

Business  Meeting  of  Nineteen  Hundred 
Club.  Hostesses:  Mrs.  Dickenson  and  Mrs. 
Dale. 

Meeting  of  Clover  Club  of  St.  Anne's 
Episcopal  Church,    7:30   p.m. 

Friday  23.  Billerica  Day.  258lh  anni- 
versary of  the  town's  incorporation.  Talbot 
Mills  Library  open  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Woman's  Branch  Alliance  in 
Unitarian  vestry,  2  to  5  p.m. 

Meeting    of    "Billerica"     Girls'     Club. 
Devotional  service  at  First  Congregational 
Church,  7:45  p.m. 

Saturday  24.  Bennett  Library  open  2  to 
5  and   7    to   9   p.m. 

Meeting  of  Shawsheen  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F., 
No.  64,  in  L  O.  O.  F.  Hall,  8  p.m. 

Sunday  25.  Morning  and  evening  serv- 
ices in  ail  churches. 

Special  Memorial  Day  services  in  Unitarian 
Church,  to  which  all  veterans  are  invited. 


Monday  26.  Meeting  of  Billerica  Board 
of  Trade.  -• 

Meeting  of  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge,  No. 
108,   in  I.   O.   ().   F.   Hall. 

Tuesday    27.      Last  quarter. 

Tali)ot   Mills  Library  open  7  to  9  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Father  Mathew  Total  Absti- 
nence    Society     in     Father     Mathew     Hall, 

8  P.M. 

Wednesday  28.  Bennett  Library  open 
2   to  5  and   7   to  9   p.m. 

Meeting  of  Willing  Workers  of  the  North 
Billerica  Baptist  Church  for  social  and  busi- 
ness purposes. 

Meeting  of  St.  Elizabeth's  Guild  of  St. 
Anne's  Episcopal  Church. 

Meeting  of  Boy  Scouts  in  Pollard  School 
lunch  room. 

Thursday  29.  Devotional  service  at 
North    Billerica    Baptist    Church,    7:45    p.m. 

Friday  30.      Memorial  Day.   Legal  holiday. 

Meeting  of  Billerica  Veteran  Association, 
G.    A.    R..   in    Town    Hall. 

Saturday  31.  Meeting  of  Shawsheen 
Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.,  No.  64,  in  L  O.  O.  F. 
Hall,  8  P.M. 

DEATHS 

Died  at  her  home,  North  Billerica,  April 
fifth,  Mrs.  Celina  Thibault,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years,  six  months  and  two  days. 

Died  in  Melrose,  Mass.,  April  nineteenth, 
Daniel  A.  Maloney,  aged  twenty-eight  years, 
eleven   months  and  thirty  days. 

Died  at  his  home.  South  Billerica,  April 
twenty-fifth.  Sergeant  John  Morrill,  aged 
seventy-three    years    Burial    in    Wilmington. 

Died  at  Somerville  April  nineteenth,  the 
Infant  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Hokien. 


BIRTHS 

February  seventeenth,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Timothy  J.  Mahoney,  a  daughter,  Harriet 
Ann. 

February  twenty-fifth,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  J.  Paslio,  a  daughter,  Beatrice  Eleanor. 

February  twenty-eighth,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chester  A.   Wright,  a  son. 

March  twenty-first,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Ilamelin,   a   daughter,   Theresa   Valida. 

March  twenty-third,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas    F.    McEUigott,    a    daughter,    Mary. 

MARRIAGES 

Marth  twenty-third.  Charles  Stephenson, 
Billerica,  ^hlss.,  and  Birdie  Keane,  Sharon, 
Mass..  by  Rev.  Father  George  A.  Costello, 
Lowell.  ALiss. 

^Llrch  twenty-fourth,  .Mlxrt  Ilamelin, 
Billerica,  Mass.,  and  Emma  St.  John,  Lowell, 
Mass.,  by  Rev.  Leon  Lamothe,  Lowell,  Mass. 
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TOWN  ITEMS 

Wliile  there  was  no  i'ornial  obser- 
vance of  Patriot's  Day  in  our  town 
this  year,  numerous  American  flags 
were  unfurled  in  all  sections  of  the 
town. 

Friends  of  Mr.  James  V.  Riley,  of 
North  Billerica,  will  be  pleased  to  know 
that  he  is  rapidly  improving.  Mr. 
Riley  expects  to  return  to  his  position 
in  Madison,   Maine,  soon. 

One  of  the  important  events  in 
April  was  the  organization  of  the 
Billerica  Water  Board  for  1913,  Sydney 

A.  Bull,  chairman.  Oliver  P.  Green- 
wood was  chosen  clerk  of  the  Board. 
All  three  members  of  the  Board  were 
in  attendance  at  this  meeting,  Messrs. 
Bull,    Twomlily    and    Hopkinson. 

Mr.  Herbert  W.  Sheldon  has  resigned 
from  his  position  as  master  mechanic 
in  the  Talbot  Mills.  Mr.  Ivory  M. 
Hanson,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
first  engineer  of  the  mill,  will  take  Mr. 
Sheldon's  place.  Mr.  Sheldon  has 
had  general  supervision  of  all  repairing 
for  the  past  twenty-five  years  and  he 
has  witnessed  the  steady  growth  of 
the  mill.  He  had  the  reputation  of 
being  a  thorough  mechanic  and  is  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  this  town. 
He  has  served  on  several  important 
town  committees  appointed  for  the 
improvement  of  the  town  and  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  in  charge  of 
erecting  the  original  Fordway  Bridge 
twenty  years  ago. 

A  measure  of  sufiicient  importance 
to  commend  itself  to  a  large  number  of 
our  businessmen  is  the  Co-operative 
Association  for  erection  of  working- 
men's  houses.  The  Board  of  Trade 
committe  to  look  into  this  matter 
consists  of  Frederic  S.  Clark,  Joshua 

B.  Holden,  Jr.,  Edward  A.  King, 
Bernard  W.  Kearney  and  John  A. 
Richardson. 

Mr.  Natt  H.  Hutchins  of  the  Talbot 
Mills,  North  Billericae,  has  accepted 
a  position  as  master  mechanic  in  a 
factory  in  Providence,  R.  I.  The 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 


fellow  workers  w^as  shown  when  he  was 
presented  a  beautiful  chain  by  the 
em])loyees  of  the  repair  department, 
and  a  handsome  Masonic  charm  by 
the  overseers  of  the  mill.  The  best 
wishes  of  all  are  extended  to  Mr. 
Hutchins  by  his  numerous  Billerica 
friends. 

Several  appointments  have  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for 
the  ensuing  year:  Local  moth  super- 
intendent, W.  H.  O'Brien;  special 
police  officers,  William  F.  Symmes, 
Frank  S.  Bartlett,  Gardner  Spaulding, 
Norman  E.  McMillen,  James  A.  Ruth, 
William  L.  Taylor,  Isaac  Hopkiiison, 
H.  W.  Essex,  Robert  Tivey,  Charles 
H.  Kemp,  Edward  O'Connor;  public 
weighers,  Philip  B.  Dolan,  James  Shaw, 
Elmer  E.  Cole,  N.  L.  Rogers,  F.  G. 
Morey,  H.  F.  Jacobs,  Mrs.  Maria 
El  wood,  Charles  El  wood,  Harry  E. 
Moore,  E.  B.  Carr;  measurers  of 
grain  and  inspectors  of  petroleum, 
F.  G.  Morey,  E.  E.  Cole.;  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures,  Thomas  A. 
Ellis;  fish  warden,  Robert  Twey;  regis- 
trar of  voters,  James  J.  Campbell,  for 
three  years;  engineers  of  the  fire  de- 
partment, Ernest  N.  Bartlett;  forest 
warden,  Ernest  N.  Bartlett;  special 
police  officer,  Thomas  A.  Ellis;  care- 
taker of  town  clock,  Hiram  E.  Dutton; 
caretaker  of  common  and  town  jiump, 
Jasper  E.  Bruce.  Two  additional 
members  will  be  appointed  later  on 
the  fire  department. 

The  Village  Improvement  Associ- 
ation 

Prizes  for  best  kept  premises,  flower 
gardens,  vines,  window-boxes,  etc., 
will  be  offered  this  year  as  usual  by 
the  Talbot  Mills.  The  rules  of  the 
various   competitions    are   as   follows: 

Class  1.  Best  kept  pnMiiises,  front  and  rear. 
Points  to  be  eonsidered:  Condition  of  lawn  and 
paths  and  l)ack  yards,  int-luding  freedom  from 
weeds  and  jjeneral  neatness  of  grounds  and 
exterior  of  house.  Wherever  there  is  a  strip  of 
sidewalk  turf,  it  will  he  eonsidered  as  part  of 
the   lawn.      Three   prizes:    $5,   $4,    $li. 
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Class  2.  ^ines:  On  houses,  porches,  arbors, 
trolley  or  other  posts  in  front  of  premises. 
Three   prizes:   $3,    $2.50,    $2. 

Class  3.  Window  and  poreh  boxes.  Three 
prizes:  $3,  $2.50,  $2. 

Class  4.  Flower  gardens.  Design  or  arrange- 
ment will  be  considered  as  well  as  variety  and 
quanity  of  flowers.     Three  prizes:  $5,   $i,  $3. 

Class  5.  \'egetable  garden:  Competition 
open  only  to  children  under  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Suggestions  and  assistance  from  parents 
allowed.  Points  to  be  considered:  quality,  a 
quantity,  variety  and  neatness  of  gardens. 
Gardens  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  square  feet 
in  area.     Three  prizes:  $4,  $3,  $2.50. 

Winners  of  first  prizes  will  be  allowed  the 
choice  from  a  list  of  books  and  magazines  on 
gardening  in  addition  to  money  prizes.  If 
preferred,  winners  may  take  the  equivalent  of 
any  prize  in  bulbs  at  one  cent  each,  a  price 
much  lower  than  bulbs  of  equal  quality  can  be 
purchased. 

These  competitions  are  open  to  all, 
except  that  winners  of  prizes  in  past 
years  will  only  be  allowed  to  compete 
for  a  higher  prize  in  the  same  class  or 
for  prizes  in  other  classes.  If  the 
results  do  not  meet  the  approval  of 
the  judges  the  full  mnnber  of  prizes 
will  not  be  awarded. 

The  competitions  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  Home  and  School  Groimd 
Committee:  Mr.  Ivory  M.  Hanson, 
chairman;  Mrs.  George  Whiteside, 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Harding,  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Williams,  Rev.  J.  Harold  Dale  and 
Frederic  S.  Clark. 


SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENCE 

We  are  asking  representatives  from  each 
society  and  club  in  town  to  send  in  special  cor- 
respondence for  publicati(m.  If  your  society 
is  not  represented,  kindly  take  the  matter  up 
with  your  special  correspondent  or  send  news 
directly  to  Billerica.  .\11  items  will  be  gladly 
received  at  this  office:  Box  187,  Billerica,  Mass. 

Oil  Friday,  March  twenty-eighth, 
Mrs.  Jane  Meriam,  aged  eighty-five 
years,  widow  of  the  late  Jonas  Meriam, 
formerly  of  Billerica,  Mass.,  passed 
away  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Arthur 
Meriam,  in  Maiden.  This  l)rief  notice 
can  l)iit  serve  to  refreshen  the  mem- 
ories of  many  in  liillerica  who  have 
felt  the  beneficent  influence  of  her 
life.  The  funeral  was  held  Monday. 
March  thirtv-first. 


Talbot  Lodge,  No.  41,  N.E.O.P. 

On  April  sixteenth  Talbot  Lodge,  No. 
41,  New  England  Order  of  Protection, 
held  a  social  and  dance  after  their 
business  session.  About  seventy-five 
enjoyed  this  event. 

Winning;  Rebekah  Lodge 

The  Sewing  Circle,  in  connection 
with  the  Winning  Rebekah  Lodge, 
met  in  the  I.O.O.F.  Hall  on  April 
fourteenth,  and  the  afternoon  was 
both  busily  and  pleasantly  spent. 
At  6:30  supper  was  served  by  Mrs. 
Jennie  Perry,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Bessie 
Messer.  Lodge  opened  at  8:10.  Two 
applications  for  membership  were  re- 
ceived. iVfter  the  meeting  selections 
pertaining  to  Patriot's  Day  were  given 
and  a  ])atriotic  song  was  sung  at  the 
close  of  the  exercises  by  the  members. 

Nineteen  Hundred  Club 

The  Nineteen  Hundred  Club  met 
with  Mrs.  Perry  on  March  twenty- 
seventh  instead  of  with  Mrs.  Kirshner, 
as  previously  planned.  The  leader 
was  Mrs.  Dickenson  and  "An  After- 
noon with  Sam  Walter  Foss"  was  spent. 
The  readers  for  the  afternoon  were 
IVIrs.  Talbot,  Mrs.  Collier  and  Miss 
Page. 

On  April  tenth  our  meeting  was 
held  in  the  vestry  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  at  which  Dr.  Hosmer  of  the 
Billerica  Historical  Society  spoke  on 
important  historical  facts  about  Biller- 
ica, and  ]\L-s.  Martha  Sage  gave  a 
paper  on  "Retrospect  and  Prospect," 
in  which  she  ex])ressed  the  need  of  a 
fire-j)roof  historical  building.  These 
subjects  were  interesting  and  much 
enjoyed.  Mrs.  Anna  Holden  gave  a 
biographical  sketch  of  John  Howard 
Payne  and  also  provided  the  music 
for  the  afternoon,  both  of  which  were 
very  nuich  enjoyed.  The  singing  of 
"Home,  Sweet  Home"  by  the  entire 
audience  completed  the  program,  and 
a   social   litTUr   was    then   enjoyed. 
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St.  Anne's  Episcopal  Ciiuucii 

The  officers  of  St.  Anne's  iVIission, 
No.  Billerica,  were  elected  at  a  meeting 
of  tlie  parishioners  in  the  Sunday- 
school  room.  Sunday,  April  sixth,  after 
the  usual  Sunday  morning  service. 
Rev.  S.  H.  Jobe  called  to  order  and 
opened  the  meeting  with  prayer.  Mr. 
John  (iott  was  elected  honorary 
senior  warden;  ^Ir.  Edward  J.  Garner, 
warden;  Mr.  James  Howarth,  treas- 
urer; Mr.  Joseph  Brown,  clerk;  Mr. 
John  W.  Stott,  organist;  Mrs.  Annie 
Bagley,  ^Nliss  Ann  Wolfenden  and  Miss 
Eliza])eth  ^\ain,  Altar  Chapter.  Mr. 
Joseph  Brown  has  been  clerk  since 
the  organization  of  tlie  Mission,  Nov- 
ember 14,  1886. 

First  Congregational  Church 

The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Congregtional  Church 
met  on  Tuesday,  April  eighth,  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Wilkens.  ^Ye  are  study- 
ing Dr.  Headland's  book  "China's 
New  Day."  Medical  Missions  in 
China  were  discussed. 

The  Girls'  Club  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  have  had  two  meetings 
this  month.  On  April  first  they  met 
witii  Miss  Edith  King,  and  Miss  Fran- 
cis Bent,  of  the  Lowell  Y.W.C.A. 
gymnasium,  talked  to  them  aljout  form- 
ing a  Cam])-Fire  for  (iirls. 

On  April  fifteenth  they  met  with  Miss 
Mary  Larratt  for  sewing  and  general 
gaiety.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  a 
very  good  time  was  enjoyed. 

This  club  of  girls  is  one  of  the  most 
important  organizations  of  the  town, 
for  they  are  our  rising  young  women. 

North    Billerica    Baptist    Church 

On  April  twenty-sixth,  the  Willing 
Workers  of  the  North  Billerica  Bai)tist 
Church  held  their  regular  meeting, 
with  Mrs.  Mason  of  Wilson  Street,  in 
the  afternoon;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  April  they  held  a  very  successful 
food  and  ice  cream  sale  at  Mr.  Perry's 


store.  North  Billerica.  On  the  twenty- 
third  of  April  they  met  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Ritchie  on  Wilson  Street,  and  on 
this  occasion  presented,  as  a  slight 
token  of  esteem,  a  handsome  parlor 
lamp  to  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Nason,  who  is 
an  active  member  of  this  society,  and  is 
about  to  remove  to  Ware.  Mrs. 
Charles  H.  Williams  made  the  pre- 
sentation speech. 

SCHOOL  NEWS 

The  Cooking  Class 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the 
School  Committee,  the  members  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education  who  were 
to  address  Billerica  citizens  later,  the 
Board  of  Trade  Committe  on  school 
betterment,  and  wives,  were  invited 
to  an  unusual  dinner  on  the  evening 
of  April  twenty-second.  The  dinner 
was  served  by  the  ninth  grade  Domes- 
tic Science  class  under  the  direction  of 
their  instructor.  Miss  Marian  Wil- 
kins.  Here  is  what  was  served,  who 
prepared  it,  and  who  served  it: 

Cream  of  potato  soup,  by  Mary 
Rule,  Mabel  Sullivan  and  Nora  Con- 
don; beef  loaf,  jn-epared  by  Dora 
Tutein  and  Alice  Bicknell;  tomato 
sauce,  by  Gladys  Rut  ledge,  Nora 
Hayes  and  Mary  Williams.  Green 
peas  and  mashed  potatoes  were  served 
with  the  beef  course.  Parker  house 
rolls,  by  Mary  Larratt  and  Agnes 
Lyons;  salad  and  dressing,  by  Gladys 
Barrington,  Maln^l  Sullivan  and  Mary 
McCuUough;  caramel  i)udding,  l)y 
Winifred  Fisk,  Alice  Bicknell  and 
Mariem  Biggerstaff;  cake,  by  Henri- 
etta Baril,  Irene  Higgins  and  Arlette 
Corkum.  Coffee  completed  the  menu. 
The  waitresses  were  Agnes  Lyons, 
(dadys  Barrington,  Dorotln'  Hayes 
and  (dadys  Rutledge. 

To  this  culinary  exhil)it,  elegantly 
displayed  on  well  set  tables,  the  pudding 
proof  test  was  applied  and  with  great 
success.  If  these  girls  serve  their 
future  homes  as  well  as  they  served 
these  guests  the  current  "newly-wed" 
biscuit  jokes  will  be  forgotten. 
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After  dinner  the  guests  repaired  to 
the  town  hall,  where  Dr.  Allen  spoke 
on  vocational  education.  His  remarks 
were  practical  and  suggestive.  He 
said  that  education  for  direct  earning 
power  has  not  been  included  in  the 
nuindatory  law,  but  the  state  is,  never- 
theless, interested  enough  to  enact 
special  laws  on  this  subject.  Under 
this  law  there  may  be  established 
(1)  Girls'  and  boys'  school  to  increase 
wage  earning  ability,  (2)  Girls'  home- 
making  school,  (3)  School  for  boys 
who  wash  to  enter  skilled  trades, 
(4)  Evening  school  for  those  employed 
during  the  day. 

Following  the  address  many  ques- 
tions were  put  to  the  speaker  and  were 
well  answered. 

This  brief  hint  of  what  the  state  is 
doing  will  be  commented  on  more  at 
length  in  a  later  issue  of  Billerica. 

Social  and  Athletic  Events  at  the 
Mitchell  Military  Boys'  School 

The  Mandolin  Glub  of  the  School 
has  again  received  the  hospitality  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  Thompson  of 
Lowell.  On  Thursday  evening,  xApril 
third,  the  members  of  the  club  went 
by  special  car  to  Grace  Church,  Lowell, 
in  time  to  enjoy  a  delicious  sujrper. 
Both  before  and  after  the  address 
delivered  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  Mr. 
Skinner,  the  club  played  several  selec- 
tions, which  were  heartily  encored. 
The  boys  appreciated  not  only  the 
li()s|)ilality  so  generoulsy  extended  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomson,  but  thor- 
oughly cnj#yed  Mr.  Skinner's  talk 
on  England.  Such  evenings  are  looked 
U|)on  as  "red-l(>ttered"  ones 

On  Ai)ril  hfth,  the  baseball  season 
opened  with  a  match  game  between 
the  Viking  Club  of  Roxbury  and 
Mitcliell's.  It  proved  very  interesting, 
ending  with  a  tie  score  at  the  tenth 
inning,  six  to  six.  Mayo  pitched  a 
very  steady  game  and  kept  the  hits 
well  scattered.  Spaulding's  hitting 
was  also  a  feature,  as  he  ol)tained  three 
hits  out  of  four  times  up. 


The  work  on  the  athletic  field  began 
March  thirty-first,  and  the  boys  were 
delighted  to  see  a  gang  of  expert  work- 
men in  the  diamond  at  an  early  hour. 
According  to  an  agreement  between 
Mr.  A.  H.  Mitchell  and  the  athletic 
association  Mr.  Mitchell  was  to  double 
the  money  cleared  at  the  play  given 
by  the  association  on  INIarch  sixth. 
The  fund  netted  in  all  three  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars  and  the  boys  are 
watching  the  progress  of  the  work 
with  interest  and  pride. 

On  April  ninth  the  Mitchell  team 
played  the  Howe  High  School  team. 
Much  pleasant  rivalry  exists  between 
the  "town"  team  and  the  "school" 
team.  David  Walker  pitched  for 
Mitchell  and  Sam  Cooke  for  the  Howe 
school.  From  the  outset  the  game  was 
exciting,  but  the  score  of  Mitchell  at 
the  first  inning,  six  runs,  was  enough 
to  assure  them  the  victory.  Twelve 
to  three  was  the  final  score.  Both 
teams,   however,  played  well. 

On  the  evening  of  April  eighth,  the 
school  attended  the  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege Glee  Club  entertainment  held 
in  Lowell.  Many  times  the  encores 
were  received  with  more  appreciation 
than  the  numbers  themselves,  so  popu- 
lar were  the  humorous  selections 
given.  The  concert  gave  the  boys  an 
impulse  to  work  harder  than  ever  on 
their  own  Club  concerts,  which  already 
stand  high  in  public  recital  per- 
formance. 

April  nineteenth,  two  games  were 
played.  Forenoon,  Lowell  High  School 
eight;  Mitchell,  eighteen.  Afternoon, 
Lock  Grammar  School,  nine;  Mitchell, 
eleven. 

Reported  by, 

Samuel  A.  Milliken, 
Herman  W.  C.  Meyer, 
David  Walker,  Jr. 


SOCIETIES  AND  CLUBS 

The   "Billerica"   Girls'   Club 

Misses  Alice  Bateson,  Evelyn  Casey, 
Rita  Collins,  Ruth  E.  Dimock,  Flor- 
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ence  Fisk,  Mary  J.  Hayes,  Helen  M. 
Larson,  Eleanor  Nickerson,  Doris 
Perry,  Beatrice  Swinington  and  Lillian 
M.  Smith  met  one  pleasant  afternoon 
in  March  to  see  abont  I'ormino;  a  club. 

Their  purpose,  as  stated  in  the  con- 
stitution, is  "to  find  out  what  we  can 
do  for  the  improvement  of  Billerica, 
and  do  it."  So  far  they  have  found 
some  extremely  interesting  things  to 
do,  and  are  doing  them  energetically. 

Misses  Collins,  Larson  and  Nicker- 
son were  appointed  to  see  about  Club 
pins,  Avhich  are  to  be  of  special  design, 
understood  only  by  members  of  the 
order.  Misses  Swinington,  Hayes, 
Dimock  and  Perry  were  apjjointed  to 
see  about  getting  new  members. 
^Misses  Mildred  Baker,  Emma  Ketchen 
Ellen  Burnham,  Majorie  Spiller  and 
Mary  Cassidy  were  proposed  for  mem- 
bership by  this  committee  and  duly 
voted    in,    pending    initiation. 

At  the  first  regular  meeting  each 
member  told  what  she  was  most  inter- 
ested in.  The  Club  thus  divided  itself 
into  committees,  each  with  a  definite 
work  to  do,  and  each  composed  of  girls 
most  interested  in  that  work. 

One  group  is  studying  Billerica  his- 
tory. For  their  benefit  Dr.  Charles 
E.  Hosmer  was  asked  to  give  his  his- 
torical reminiscences.  This  he  did  one 
afternoon  when  the  club  was  enter- 
tained at  the  home  of  Miss  Eleanor 
Nickerson.  Another  group  is  making 
a  study  of  liillerica  industries.  Misses 
Collins,  Fisk  and  Casey  are  preparing 
material  for  an  exhibit,  which  will  show 
what  Billerica  is  doing  industrially, 
and  with  kodak  and  pencil,  they  are 
preparing  an  illustrated  budget  of 
facts  and  figures.  Misses  Swinington, 
Perry,  Dimock,  and  Nickerson  are 
studying  Billerica's  birds  and  flowers. 
Rev.  J.  Harold  Dale  was  invited  to 
introduce  the  suljject  of  birds,  which 
he  did  most  delightfully  at  the  meeting 
of  which  Miss  Smith  was  hostess. 

On  the  afternoon  when  Miss  Swin- 
ington entertained  the  club,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge  explained  the  "Aims  and  methods 
of  the  Billerica  magazine."    Later  on 


some  of  the  members  proposed  to  make 
a  study  of  this  work. 

"The  Home  Department"  is  the 
branch  of  work  taken  up  by  Misses 
Larson  and  Hayes.  Under  their  direc- 
tion a  delightful  and  interesting  work  is 
being  done.  The  rules  of  the  home 
department   are   here   given: 

Tho  Billerica  Home  Department  aims  to 
reach  all  those  who  are  with  us  in  si)irit  l)ut  who 
cannot,  for  one  reason  or  another,  leave  the 
home  to  take  part  in  the  strenuous  activities  of 
our  busy  world. 

Through  this  department  it  is  hoped  to  pro- 
mote friendly  and  helpful  intercourse  among 
those  who  cannot  otherwise  know  of  each  other. 

The  Home  Department  will  have  three  forms 
of  membership: 

(1)  Directors,  members  of  the  "Billerica" 
Girls"  Club  and  their  assistants. 

(2)  Regular  members  —  those  who  have  a 
special  interest  in  the  work.  Regular  members 
are  to  do  whatever  work  they  find  most  con- 
genial, knitting,  crocheting,  making  small  articles 
of  one  kind  or  another,  clipping  news-papers, 
reading  books  for  the  library  committee,   etc. 

(3)  Messengers,  who  will  report  for  duty  at 
appointed  times  to  directors  and  regular  mem- 
bers, and  will  run  necessary  errands  for  them, 
carry  messages,  bring  yarn  for  knitting,  clippings 
for  scrap-books,  flowers,  papers,  etc. 

The  Home  Department  now  reaches 
fifteen  "regular  members"  and  it  is 
rapidly  gaining  friends.  Messengers 
are   delighted   with    their   work. 

Miss  Alice  Bateson  was  elected 
president  and  Miss  Lillian  Smith  sec- 
retary-treasurer. 

With  such  a  beginning  it  is  pleasant 
to  contemplate  what  may  develoj) 
as  the  "Billerica"  Girls'  Club  works 
its  w^ay  farther  and  farther  into  the 
heart  of  the  community. 

The  Boy  Scouts 

"A  scout  is  a  friend  to  all,  and  a 
brother  to  every  other  scout."  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  Billerica,  Troop 
Number  One,  is  a  group  of  boys  well 
on  their  way  to  Scout  success.  The 
troop  was  organized  March  twelfth, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Bateson,  assistant  scout  master  at 
North  Billerica.  One  week  later  the 
boys  met  at  the  home  of  Raymond 
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Morley  and  elected  officers  as  follows: 
I)resident,  Raljjh  Webster;  vice-presi- 
dent, Charles  Baisley;  treasurer,  Mel- 
vin  Morris;  secretary,  Elwood  Brews- 
ter; patrol  leaders,  Raymond  Morley 
and  Allison  Dole. 

Application  was  at  once  made  to 
national  headquarters  l)y  Rev.  Lyman 
\'.  Rutledge  for  commission  as  scout 
master,  which  was  granted  March 
twenty-seventh. 

Mr.  Kiberd,  the  unusually  successful 
scout  master  of  Chelmsford,  came  to 
Billerica  to  administer  the  Scout  oath, 
and  examine  the  boys  for  admission 
as  "tenderfeet".  The  following  were 
admitted:  Raymond  ^Nlorley.  Allison 
Dole,  Ralph  Webster,  Charles  Baisley, 
Melvin  Morris,  Max  IMorley,  Carl 
Bartlett,  John  Verner,  Victor  Schult, 
Robert  McCloud,  Sumner  Dole,  Ray- 
mond Schmelzer  and  Elwood  Brewster. 
Royal  AIcDonald,  George  Dignon  and 
Charles  Scott  will  be  admitted  also  at 
the  next  meeting. 

The  boys  have  already  enjoyed 
several  hikes  to  Gilson  Hill,  where 
the  camp-fire,  broiled  steak,  baked 
jiotatoes  and  boiled  eggs  were  the 
chief  attractions.  More  extended  hikes 
will  l)e  planned  when  the  "tenderfeet" 
ha\e  learned  more  of  camp  discipline. 

Tlie  patrol  meets  regularly  Wednes- 
day evenings  in  the  Pollard  School 
lunch  room,  by  courtesy  of  the  school 
committee,  and  there  the  boys  study 
" First  Aid," "Scout  Craft,"  and  Ameri- 
can history  and  are  drilled  on  the 
twelve  points  of  the  scout  law.  Ask 
a  scout  what  the  seventh  point  of  the 
.scout    law  is  and  see  if  he  is  obedient. 

Much  of  the  success  of  this  move- 
ment will  dejiend  upon  the  work  of 
patrol  leaders  Morley  and  Dole,  whose 
interest  and  energy  .so  far  have  been 
most  gratifying.  Boys  and  parents 
alike  apjjreciate  the  work  wliich  Mr. 
Batesoii  is  doing  as  assistant  scout 
nuister. 

'I'his  movement  will  mean  much  to 
the  community,  especially  if  the  "  Boy 
Scout    Scheme"    is   well   carried    out. 


Extracts    from    the    Journals    or 

Three  Ladies  from  Billerica, 

Mass.,   in  Time  of  Our 

Civil  War,  1864 

{Continued  jrom  March  Issue) 

The  tliree  women.  Misses  Eliza  A.  Rogers, 
Anne  R.  Faulkner,  and  Elizabeth  Rogers, 
responded  to  the  call  of  the  Freedmen's 
Bureau  and  went  South,  Jan.  13,  1864,  to 
teach  colored  men.  A.  R.  ¥.  is  now  telling 
of  scenes  in  the  hospital  at  Benedict,  Md. 
On  the  piazza  were  four  dead  men  wrapped  in 
blankets.  One  room  only  was  filled  with 
sick  men.  In  another  she  taught  a  group  of 
men  to  play  picture  cards. 

"Entering  another  room,  one  man 
was  reading  aloud  from  a  Methodist 
Hymn  (he  called  it  Hime)  Book.  He 
sto])ped,  but  I  asked  him  to  proceed; 
after  he  had  read  I  read  several  hymns. 
He  brought  me  his  slate  to  write  his 
name,  'Levin  Morris.'  Then  I  recog- 
nized the  man  whose  queerly  com- 
pounded prayer  had  so  interested  me 
at  meeting.  That  ]jrayer  had  pas- 
sages of  fervid  eloquence;  there  were 
portions  that  would  lead  the  devo- 
tional feelings  of  the  most  refined, 
petitions  for  the  dear  absent  ones, 
joined  W'ith  the  earnest  pleading  that 
God  would  lead  this  people  on  to 
freedom.  Then  came  a  curious  jum- 
ble about  'I,  Levin  Morris,'  which  was 
comical  in  the  extreme.  This  man 
tells  me  he  has  six  'head'  of  children, 
that  he  had  a  good  master,  but  he 
Avould  rather  be  free,  etc.,  and  so  on. 
Mr.  Higginson  accompanied  me  home. 
We  encountere<^l  several  com])anies  on 
the  ])lain  out  for  'skirmishing.'  .  .  . 
We  met  Colonel  Armstrong  who  in 
his  ])eculiar  jocose  way  mourned  over 
'the  teachers' detained  in  Baltimore." 

(This  paragraph,   Feb.  21    should   have   appeared  at 
beginning  of  chapter  in  March  issue    Ed.) 

(A.  R.  F.)  "Sunday,  Feb.  21st. 
While  the  brigade  was  getting  into 
line  on  the  ])lain  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
the  (ieneral  and  his  staff  stood  under 
our  window,  a  servant  holding  the 
head  of  each  horse,  w'hile  the  owners 
stood  or  w^alked  about.  .  .  .  The  bri- 


BiLLERICA 


13 


gade  formed  in  a  continuous  line  from 
north  to  south.  Just  as  they  had 
formed  one  of  the  'aids'  was  dis- 
patched to  one  wing  and  another  to  the 
opposite.  Presently  we  saw  the  re- 
sult. Each  regiment  wheeled  around, 
bringing  the  new  line  from  east  to 
west.  This  was  done  evidently  be- 
cause as  formed  at  first  the  7th  Regi- 
ment stood  on  uneven  ground.  By 
this  change  a  straight  line  of  fifteen 
hundred  men  in  the  exact  range  of  the 
eye  stretched  toward  Benedict.  The 
General  and  staff  galloped  down,  pass- 
ing in  'review'  of  them  in  front  and 
rear.  Then  they  formed  in  two  lines 
which  he  reviewed. 

"After  this  he  stationed  himself  at 
one  end  of  the  plain  and  the  brigade 
in  company  lines  reviewed  him.  .  .  . 
After  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half 
of  this  'play  fight'  the  General  and 
staff  came  in,  many  of  the  horses  in  a 
reeking  condition." 

(E.  R.)  "March  Sd,  Thursday. 
While  we  were  dressing,  Mrs.  Birney 
opened  the  door  and  said,  'The  9th 
is  moving  off.'  The  men  were  starting 
from  camp,  in  close  file,  with  bayonets 
erect  and  filling  the  air  with  their  loud 
song  of  jubilee.  After  their  long 
waiting,  they  were  glad  to  be  off,  but, 
])oor  fellows,  they  know  but  little  of 
the  life  before  them.   .   .   . 

"In  a  few  moments  we  were  on  our 
waj'  down  the  hill.  Adjutant  Stewart 
c-ame  to  meet  us  and  we  were  fortunate 
enough  to  see  Lieutenants  Evans  and 
Goodyear  and  Harris,  who  were  left 
to  bring  up  the  rear  guard,  and  Dr. 
Pease.     The  others  were  gone.   .   .   . 

"In  the  midst  of  ])acking  Mrs. 
Birney  calls  out,  'The  other  transport 
has  arrived,  and  now  the  7th  will 
be  off  immediately.'  Soon  after  the 
General  came  in  with  tlie  joyful  in- 
telligence that  he  should  send  a  boat 
to  Fortress  Monroe  with  all  the  con- 
trabands, who  would  otherwise  be  left 
behind  to  the  mercies  of  their  owners. 

.  .  To-night  we  feel  as  though  we 
were  dwellers  in  a  deserted  city.  The 
tents  of  the  19th  and  9th  are  all  gone, 


leaving  nothing  but  the  bare  stockades* 
and  many  of  the  mess  houses  have  been 
fired  to  kee])  so  much  fuel  from  the 
rebels.  " 

(A.  R.  F.)  "March  M.  We  passed 
through  the  hospitals  to  see  the  half- 
sick  men  waiting  beside  the  fire, 
knapsacks  on  the  floor,  all  ready  to  be 
put  on  board  the  boat.  I  presume 
a  score  or  more  of  them  will  find  a 
quiet  rest  for  their  weary  bones  before 
the  trans])ort  reaches  Hilton  Head. 

"Then  we  found  a  man,  named 
\  ernal  Hawkins,  in  whose  welfare  we 
were  much  interested.  He  told  us  that 
his  wife  and  five  children  had  escaped 
from  slavery  two  days  before  and  he 
must  go,  doing  nothing  for  them.  He 
had  given  his  wife  all  the  money  he 
had,  and  if  we  could  do  anything  for 
them  he  should  be  so  grateful.  We 
went  to  see  her  and  told  her  to  come 
to  headquarters  to  see  us.  She  came 
with  three  other  wom.en  and  we  gave 
her  what  we  had  to  spare,  and  told 
her  to  pack  her  bundle  and  be  in 
readiness  to-morrow  a.m.,  and  if  we 
coidd  get  her  on  board  we  would 
do  so.  At  noon  the  General  said  there 
should  be  a  boat  to-morrow  for 
Fortress  Monroe  and  all  the  women 
and  children  we  could  get  on  board 
should  go.  So  after  dinner  Eliza 
started  for  Benedict  to  spread  the 
good  tidings.  I  took  Florence  Birney 
for  company  and  went  over  the  'hill' 
to  spread  the  news  of  possible  deliver- 
a  ice  to  the  Moulton  and  Broughton 
slaves.  One  woman  wanted  to  know  if 
she  could  get  her  child  five  miles  away. 
T  told  her  yes,  if  she  would  walk  there 
to-night  and  back  again.  Another 
could  not  go  because  she  could  not  get 
her  child,  but  numbers  were  eager  to 
go  anywhere.  Some  said,  'They  will 
kill  us  when  you  go  off. '  I  told  them 
no,  but  still  they  felt  that  I  he  treatment 
would  be  severe. 

"So  many  bits  of  history  have  I 
gathered  here  to-day  from  my  talk 
with  these  ])oor  women  that  ]\Irs. 
Birney  dubbed  me  'Kidnap])er.'  It 
is  beautiful  to  hear  the  city  of  Wash- 
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ington  spoken  of  by  these  poor  slaves 
as  a  very  city  of  refuge.  'I  wants 
to  go  to  Washington'  comes  so  often 
from  their  lips.  I  thought  as  I  left 
the  house  this  p.m.  my  mission  was 
only  to  propose  a  change  in  wretched- 
ness, not  a  relief  from  it.  The  break- 
ing up  of  camp  is  another  of  our  in- 
teresting, though  serious,  experiences. 
The  9th  encampment  is  all  desolation, 
not  a  bit  of  any  tent  left.  The 
stockade  surrounded  by  evergreens 
shows  something  of  what  has  been.   .  .  . 

"What  new  experiences  await  us 
we  trust  will  find  us  prepared.  We 
should  not  have  chosen  to  remain 
here  so  long  with  no  definite  work 
before  us,  but  it  has  been  chosen  for 
us,  and  a  grand  opportunity  for  seeing 
has  it  afforded  us.  Our  present  plan 
is  to  go  to  Washington." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "March  4th.  After 
half  past  three  we  were  uj)  for  a  long 
day  before  us.  We  breakfasted  early, 
and  before  eight  o'clock  Lizzie,  Mrs. 
Colonel  Shaw  and  I  started  to  walk  to 
Benedict.  We  went  first  to  see  some 
colored  women  and  children  to  know  if 
they  were  ready  for  Fortress  Monroe. 
Packed  up  with  bundles  of  rags  we 
found  them  in  huts  and  in  the  streets. 
We  took  our  station  on  one  of  the 
hos])ital  ])iazzas.  We  saw  one  man 
was  dying  and  while  we  waited  men 
came  and  bore  him  before  our  eyes 
from  his  bed  on  a  stretcher  to  the 
'dead  house'  and  from  the  'dead 
house'  to  the  burial.  In  the  midst 
of  the  confusion  for  some  time  I  could 
not  enter  the  room,  but  when  nearly 
empty  I  went  in,  where  only  two  very 
sick  men  lay  (probably  both  of  them  to 
die  before  night).  I  asked  the  first  one 
what  he  would  have;  he  said  "My  head 
raised.'  The  second  man  wanted  cof- 
fee. I  went  into  the  kitchen  filled  with 
'contraband  women'  to  see  what  I 
could  find.  The  coffee  was  on  the 
fire.  T  could  find  nothing  but  a  bottle 
such  as  horse-radish  is  pre])ared  in, 
and  that  with  an  edge  partly  l)roken. 
I  could  get  neither  sugar  nor  milk. 
I    poured    the    coffee    out    and    three 


different  times  I  steadied  it  while  the 
dying  man  grasped  and  drank  there- 
from.  .   .   . 

"As  I  passed  the  'dead  house'  1 
found  they  were  putting  into  an  outer 
coffin  the  remains  of  a  little  son  of 
General  Birney,  who  died  just  before 
we  came  here.  The  lieutenant  who 
had  charge  of  it  came  out  to  ask  the 
direction  for  Mrs.  Birney  in  Phila- 
delphia. He  spoke  of  the  feeling  he 
had  when  his  first  friend  died  in  battle, 
but  also  of  the  commonly  attested 
fact  that  they  became  accustomed  to 
anything  in  the  army.  War  is  a  horrid 
curse !  Soften  it  the  little  you  can,  and 
it  is  then  a  dreadful  demoralizer.  .  .  . 
I  believe  fully  that  while  we  have 
'camps'  there  is  a  field  for  woman's 
work,  and  she  may  do  good  if  allowed 
a  place  there.  " 

(E.  R.)  "March  4th,  Friday.  Re- 
veille sounded  for  the  7th  at  four 
o'clock,  and  by  'sun  up,'  as  the 
negroes  say,  we  were  dressed,  our  bed 
sacks  emptied,  and  everything  packed. 
.  .  .  Yesterday  morning  there  were 
in  the  camp  and  connected  with  it  at 
Benedict  about  three  thousand  per- 
sons; now  there  is  not  a  person  left 
in  the  camp  ground. 

"The  Kington  mansion,  where  we 
had  lived,  is  vacant,  ready  for  its 
rebel  owner,  who  Avill  doubtless  take 
possession  as  soon  as  the  General  is 
fairly  out  of  sight.  .  .  .  There  are 
to  be  left  at  Benedict  fifteen  persons, 
too  sick  to  be  moved,  in  the  care  of 
one  surgeon,  and  one  company  from 
the  lJ)th  is  left  to  guard  them. 

"The  news  spread  like  fire  and  all 
who  wanted  to  go  off  came  flocking  in 
and  were  taken  on  board  the  Cecil. 
About  twelve  o'clock  we  moved  away 
from  Benedict  and  had  our  last  look 
of  the  deserted  i)lace.  .  .  .  Before  start- 
ing we  went  on  board  to  see  how  the 
men  were  stowed  aA\'ay.  It  was  very 
])leasant  to  see  the  pleased  look  of 
those  who  had  been  our  pupils;  they 
seeme<l  so  glad  to  see  us  once  more. 
Colonel  Shaw  ])arted  with  his  wife 
there,  but  the  General  and  Lieutenant 
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Purin<i,t()ii  went  on  with  us  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  which  we  reached 
at  five  o'clock.  There  the  two  boats 
came  alongside,  the  last  good-byes 
were  said,  and  the  General  was  off. 
The  transjiort  went  down  the  bay 
bearing  her  freight  of  a  thousand 
souls,  and  we  came  north.  Handker- 
chiefs were  waved  until  they  were  out 
of  sight.  It  was  a  hard  time  for  Mrs. 
Birney,  but  she  bore  it  bravely.  She 
is  a  wonderful  woman.   .   .   . 

"So  much  has  been  crowded  into 
this  day  that  it  is  utterly  useless  to 
attempt  any  adequate  description  of 
details.  .   .   . 

"  I  am  very  thankful  for  all  we  have 
seen  and  learned,  and  though  our 
labors  were  cut  short  just  as  we  were 
fairly  established,  yet  everyone  bears 
testimony  that  our  coming  has  not 
been  in  vain.  I  cannot  })ut  feel  that 
we  have  given  these  men  a  stimulus 
to  future  effort,  and  they  have  been 
so  grateful  for  the  interest  taken  in 
them.  It  is  our  plan  now  to  be  in 
Washington  to-morrow  night,  remain 
there  till  Tuesday,  and  be  at  home 
sometime  before  Saturdav. 

"  Willard's  Hotel,  Marcli  otli.  [This 
morning  before  coming  to  the  hotel 
the  ladies  parted  with  Mrs.  Birney  and 
family    and    Mrs.    ShaAV.     They    re- 


mained in  Washington  until  Tuesday, 
March  8th.  Here  follows  the  last 
incident  recorded  in  the  journal.] 

"We  went  directly  to  dinner.  An 
officer  with  a  major-generars  insignia 
came  in  directly  behind  us  and  took 
a  seat  very  (juietly  near  us.  A  gentle- 
man at  the  table  whispered  to  us, 
'That  is  I/ieutenant-General  Grant.' 
Then  in  a  few  moments  he  arose  and 
announced  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
that  the  hero  of  Vicksburg  was  present. 
In  an  instant  everyone  sprang  to  their 
feet  and  cheer  after  cheer  gave  him 
welcome.  He  is  very  modest  and  un- 
assuming and  looks  like  a  man  who 
has  seen  hard  work.  We  thought 
ourselves  very  fortunate  to  witness 
his  reception  and  be  able  to  speak 
to  him." 

(A.  R.  F.)  "As  I  passed  out,  I  too 
spoke.  I  told  him  I  would  like  to 
know  if  what  I  had  been  told  —  that  he 
did  not  allow  his  soldiers  to  be  taught 
the  military  tactics  of  'retreat' — was 
true.  'My  soldiers  have  no  occasion 
to  practice  it '  was  his  reply.  His 
manner  was  quiet  but  courteous.  It 
was  a  satisfaction  to  speak  to  him, 
greater  than  to  speak  to  the  President, 
and  I  left  the  hotel  quite  satisfied  to 
give  up  the  President's  reception." 
(The  End) 
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Extracts    from    the    Journals    of 

THREE   Ladies   from   Billerica, 

Mass.,  in  the  time  of  our 

Civil  War,  1864. 

Tho  following  paragraphs,  omitted  by  over- 
sight, properly  belong  at  the  close  of  the 
chapter  in  the  July  issue.  The  supplement 
following  brings  the  Journal  to  a  formal 
close.  —  Editor. 

You  who  have  camjjetl  out  can  under- 
stand it  exactly.  Imagine  five  pairs 
of  boots  covered  with  mud  to  come 
into  the  room  and  when  the  mud  is 
dry  faUing  off  into  the  finest  yellow 
dust,  and  you  readily  see  the  condition 
of  our  room.  No  broom  was  to  be 
purchased  in  the  place,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  borrow  of  Mrs.  Birney.  .  .  . 

"Colonel  Armstrong  [later  General 
Armstrong,  founder  of  Hampton  In- 
stitute] has  sent  to  invite  the  ladies  to 
attend  dress  parade,  which  we  do. 
He  is  interested  in  inquiring  into  our 
wants  and  has  promised  to  send  a  car- 
penter iSIonday  to  make  us  a  table, 
etc.  Now  we  have  him  interested  I 
think  we  shall  overcome  our  difficul- 
ties. The  Colonel  has  made  us  a  pres- 
ent of  a  broom  which  is  \aluable  in- 
deed. ...  It  is  strange  how  soon  you 
can  get  used  to  anything;  it  begins  to 
seem  quite  natural  to  be  surrounded 
by  black  faces."  .  .  . 

(E.  R.)  "A  message  came  from 
the  General  requesting  the  presence  of 


the  ladies  at  a  reception  this  evening, 
which  Mrs.  Birney  was  giving  to  all 
the  ujjpcr  officers.   .   .   . 

"They  are  all  earnest,  live  men. 
They  all  enlisted  in  the  ranks  as  pri- 
vates, and,  coinciding  with  General  Bir- 
ney in  his  views,  are  here  from  prin- 
ciple. They  are  vital,  large-hearted 
men,  at  least,  so  they  seem. 

(A.  R.  F.)  "About  half  past  eight 
the  General  escorted  us  into  the  room. 
Much  to  our  surprise  the  'officers' 
party'  was  quite  agreeable.  .  .  .  One 
gentleman  told  me,  when  I  said  we 
had  no  idea  of  presenting  ourselves, 
that  that  was  one  of  the  inducements 
held  out  for  the  party  that  they 
should  meet  the  ladies  just  arrived. 
I  gained  a  great  deal  of  information. 

...  I  had  the  company  of  one  who 
was  a  personal  friend  of  Henry  Ward 
Beecher  and  George  William   Curtis. 

.  .  .  He  was  in  college  with  Theodore 
Winthrop  at  Yale.  He  had  spent 
time  in  the  West,  has  been  Secretary 
of  the  'Territory  of  Colorado,'  and 
was  in  the  Kansas  fight.  He  gave  a 
graphic  account  of  Montgomery's 
appearance  among  eight  (himself  one) 
when  under  arrest  for  the  violation  of 
the  'fugitive  slave  law.'  Montgomery 
appeared  in  court  when  a  price  was 
already  on  his  head  and  no  one  stirred 
to  take  him.  He  gave  this  account  of 
Beecher's  influence  over  a  friend  of 
his,  an  'Alabama  slave  holder.'  The 
man  went  to  hear  him  preach,  hating 
him.  When  the  service  was  ended, 
being  introduced  to  the  speaker,  he 
told  of  the  change  of  his  feelings.  Says 
Beecher,  'Go  back  to  Alabama  and 
tell  them  the  devil  is  not  so  black  as 
they  i)ainted  him.'  .   .   . 

"The  camp  life  is,  after  all,  different 
from  what  I  exj)ected,  not  easier,  by 
any  means,  in  the  demand  upon  brain, 
hands,  and,  indeed,  on  all  one's  nervous 
energjV' ,  but  there  is  so  much  less  of 
monotony.  There  is  everything  to 
interest  you.  .  .  . 

"One  officer  gave  me  his  hours  for 
duty  and  said  he  really  had  not  time 
to  go  to  the  hospitals  or  elsewhere  as 


he   could    wish,    and   he   was   only    a 
captain." 

Supplement 

These  ladies  found  their  work  very 
dLscoura<fing.  They  could  not  then 
know  the  capabilities  of  this  newly 
emancipated  race,  but  they  all  lived 
to  see  and  rejoice  in  the  success  of 
General  Armstrong's  grand  work  for 
the  negroes,  and  to  aid  it  financially. 

My  sister  died  in  1876,  but  Miss 
Elizabeth  Rogers  and  Miss  Faulkner 
saw  Booker  Washington's  remarkable 
work  for  his  own  race. 

Miss  Faulkner  died  in  1911  at 
eighty-two  years  of  age,  while  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Rogers  Weston  still  lives 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

John  E.  Stewart,  Adjutant  Ninth 
United  States  Colored  Troops,  w^as 
killed    early    in    battle. 

Lieutenant  Harris  lived  through 
the  war.  In  a  letter  to  one  of  the 
ladies,  dated  Hilton  Head,  S.  C, 
April  25,  1864,  he  says:  "I  think  we 
have  great  cause  to  be  thankful  for 
our  good  fortune  thus  far.  We  had  a 
delightful  trip  down  here  and  have 
had  to  undergo  but  few  hardships 
since  our  arrival.  There  is  not  so 
much  prejudice  against  colored  troops 
here  as  I  expected  to  find,  and  the 
men  conduct  themselves  in  such  a 
soldierly  manner  that  I  hope  what 
prejudice  there  is  will  soon  wear  away. 
I  have  even  more  confidence  in  them 
now  than  I  had  last  winter.  I  wish 
I  could  rely  as  implicitly  on  the  justice 
and  good  faith  of  Congress  as  I  can 
on  these  men  in  the  day  of  battle. 
I  have  been  on  picket  with  them 
before  the  enemy  and  have  invariably 
found  them  fearless  and  reliable; 
indeed,  there  was  a  rivalry  among 
them  about  who  should  have  the 
most  dangerous  posts.  General  Wil- 
liam Henry  Birney,  who  had  charge 
of  Camp  Stanton  at  Benedict,  Md., 
lived  until  11)07. 

"He  was  the  son  of  James  G.  Birney, 
the  statesman  and  anti-slavery  leader 
of  early  times.     General  Birney  was 


born  near  Huntsville,  Ala.,  May  28, 
1819.  He  was  a  lawyer  by  profession, 
but  a  soldier  by  choice.  He  entered 
the  United  States  Army  as  captain 
in  April,  1861,  and  served  with  dis- 
tinction and  rare  usefulness.  He  was 
detailed  as  organizer  of  colored  troops 
and  drilled  and  ecjuipped  seven  regi- 
ments of  these  troops.  He  participated 
in  the  principal  battles  in  Virginia, 
and  rose  through  all  the  grades  to  the 
rank  of  major-general  of  volunteers, 
commanding  a  division  for  the  last 
two  years  of  the  Civil  War. 

"Since  1874  General  Birney  had 
resided  at  the  national  capital, 
where  he  practised  his  profession, 
and  served  as  attorney  for  the 
District  of  Columbia." 

He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years. 

Harriet  B.  Rogers. 
November  1,  1911. 
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CORRECTIONS 

July  issue,  page  12.  Figures  320  should 
appear  on  elevation  representing  summit 
of  Gilson  Hill  joining  circled  number  13, 
and    should    not    appear    on    Hemlock    Hill. 

November  issue,  page  4,  column  2.  Fourth 
line  from  bottom  read  "Legislature"  instead 
of  "  Congress." 

December  issue,  page  7,  column  2,  line  15, 
read  "1837"  for  "183G." 

March  issue,  page  5,  column  1.  In  introduc- 
tion of  Board  of  Trade  article,  line  10,  read 
"Section  one  of  Chapter  104  as  amended 
by  Chapter  334." 
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